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KUL TUR NA TRAN SVER ZA LA MOSTA RA

Apstrakt

Pola ziš te istra ži va nja je iden ti tet gra da, pre po zna va njem poseb nih kva li te ta nje go ve urba ne 
matri ce i gra di telj ske baš ti ne, ali i poseb nih poten cij a la kul tu re, kul tur ne baš ti ne i kul tur nih 
indu strij a, kao aktiv nog dije la za budu ći raz voj. Pred met istra ži va nja i ana li ze, pored spo me
nu tih kva li te ta i poten cij a la urba ne i kul tur ne baš ti ne, uklju ču ju ana li ze ele me na ta pri rod nog 
oko li ša, ali i savre me ne tren do ve i poja ve u pri rod nom i druš tve nom kon tek stu gra da i regij e. 
U tako posta vlje nom istra ži vač kom okvi ru poseb no se ana li zi ra ju meto de urba nih inter ven ci
ja pogod nih za pra vi lan urba ni raz voj Mosta ra, gdje se u radu ispi tu je i raz ra đu je poten cij al 
koji nudi urba na rekon struk cij a. Rad kroz meto do lo gij e, koje pre zen ti ra, uka zu je na mogu ći 
način pri stu pa iza zov nom zadat ku pre vla da va nja posto je će urba ne diho to mij e pro mje nom 
para dig me Mosta ra iz gra da žrtve u grad moguć no sti, uka zu ju ći na pozi tiv ne histo rij ske vri
jed no sti, gene ri ra raz voj ni model usmje ren na inte gra cij u urba ni zma, arhi tek tu re i kul tur ne 
poli ti ke. Stu dij a slu ča ja pred la že kul tu ru kao nosi te lja pro ce sa rekon struk cij e pro sto ra, druš tva 
i isku stva pro sto ra kako bi se stvo rio novi grad ski iden ti tet, kon kret nim prij e dlo gom kul tur ne 
tran sver za le Mosta ra.

Ključ ne rie či: iden ti tet gra da, histo rij ski urba ni pej zaž, kul tur ne indu strij e, kul tur na tran sver za la
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Abstract

The star ting point of the rese arch is the iden tity of the city, recog ni zing the spe cial qua li ti es of 
its urban matrix and archi tec tu ral heri ta ge, but also the poten tial of cul tu re, cul tu ral heri ta ge 
and cul tu ral indu stri es to be an acti ve part of futu re deve lop ment. The subject of rese arch 
and analysis, in addi tion to the men ti o ned qua li ti es and poten tial of urban and cul tu ral heri
ta ge, inclu de analyses of ele ments of the natu ral envi ron ment, but also con tem po rary trends 
and phe no me na in the natu ral and social con text of the city and its region. In the rese arch 
fra me work set in this way, the met hods of urban inter ven ti ons sui ta ble for the pro per urban 
deve lop ment of Mostar are espe ci ally analyzed in this paper whe re the poten tial offe red 
by urban recon struc tion is exa mi ned and ela bo ra ted. The paper indi ca tes a pos si ble way to 
appro ach the chal len ging task of over co ming the exi sting urban dic ho tomy by chan ging the 
para digm of Mostar from a city of vic tims to a city of pos si bi li ti es, poin ting to posi ti ve histo ri
cal valu es, gene ra ting a deve lop ment model aimed at inte gra ting urba nism, archi tec tu re and 
cul tu ral policy. The case study pro po ses cul tu re as the bea rer of the pro cess of recon struc tion 
of spa ce, soci ety and the expe ri en ce of spa ce in order to cre a te a new urban iden tity, with a 
con cre te pro po sal of the cul tu ral tran sver sal of Mostar.

Keywords: city iden tity, histo ric urban lan dsca pe, cul tu ral indu stri es, cul tu ral tran sver sal 
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Intro duc tion

The modern urban deve lop ment of the citi es of Bosnia and Her ze go vi na after the war 
destruc tion from 1992 to 1995, coin ci des with the tran si tion of the social order from the 
soci a list to the capi ta list, which makes this pro cess espe ci ally com plex. The postwar 
period in Bosnia and Her ze go vi na, with the ces sa tion of hosti li ti es and the esta blis hment 
of pea ce, as pre re qu i si tes for the nor mal deve lop ment of life and social flows, eco no mic 
and cul tu ral deve lop ment, is still a reflec tion of inhe ri ted nega ti ve social and cul tu ral 
ste re otypes  stem ming from the war. The poli ti cal solu tion offe red by the Dayton Pea ce 
Agre e ment in this area did not direct the deve lop ment of soci ety in a direc tion that would 
ensu re the nor mal fun cti o ning and direc tion of social, eco no mic and cul tu ral flows. This 
is espe ci ally true of regi ons and citi es that have suff e red gre at destruc tion as a result of 
direct con flict bet we en oppo sing par ti es. The city of Mostar is the most gla ring exam ple 
of such cir cum stan ces. Despi te excep ti o nal inter na ti o nal exam ples in the field of cul tu
ral heri ta ge recon struc tion, the Old Brid ge of Mostar and its inscrip tion to the UNE SCO 
World Heri ta ge List or the for ma tion of the Pava rot ti Music Cen ter, Mostar essen ti ally still 
fun cti ons as a divi ded city. A posi ti ve exam ple of over co ming this situ a tion is the pro cess 
and deve lop ment of the pro gram of the can di dacy of the city of Mostar for the Euro pean 
Capi tal of Cul tu re 2024, enti tled “Everything is brid ge a ble”, by which the City of Mostar 
ente red the finals of the Euro pean Capi tal of Cul tu re 2024. 

Under stan ding the cul tu ral fra me work of urban soci ety not only helps to shed light on 
the essen ce of social diver sity but also ser ves as a basis for pre dic ting issu es for susta i na
ble urban deve lop ment. What makes citi es and urban soci ety diff e rent is the ir own cul tu ral 
being. So far, many stu di es and stra te gi es point to the impor tan ce of the urbansoci o lo gi cal 
con text, yet the issue of susta i na bi lity is still insi sted on. This is beca u se the con cept of 
susta i na ble deve lop ment is incon ce i va ble in any other way than the deep know led ge and 
recog ni tion of diver sity, which is deter mi ned by indi vi dual urban soci e ti es. It is pre ci sely 
the se diff e ren ces that pro ve the idea of   susta i na ble deve lop ment must pla ce a strong emp
ha sis on the cul tu ral cha rac ter of soci ety, regar dless of the type of susta i na bi lity para digm. 
In such cir cum stan ces, nati o nal and inter na ti o nal spa tial plan ning and orga ni za tion poli ci es 
and the imple men ta tion of Agen da 21 are of gre at impor tan ce. Beca u se citi es and the ir 
urban arti cu la tion show all the fea tu res of social pecu li a ri ti es, it is pre ci sely urba nism that 
appe ars as a strong ele ment in the rea li za tion of susta i na bi lity. The urban iden tity of the 
com mu nity is an extre mely valu a ble com po nent of the susta i na ble deve lop ment of urban 
cul tu re. The ric hness of civi li za tion is mea su red by the diver sity that mani fests itself in 
diff e rent forms. The urban iden tity of a com mu nity can be expres sed thro ugh cul tu ral heri
ta ge, but also thro ugh other forms of cul tu re (mova ble heri ta ge, tra di tion, cul tu ral events).

One of the star ting points of the rese arch is the issue of the city iden tity, defi ned 
by recog ni zing the spe cial qua li ti es of its urban matrix and archi tec tu ral heri ta ge, but 
also the spe cial poten tial whe re cul tu re and cul tu ral heri ta ge can be part of an acti ve 
appro ach to its posi ti ve inter pre ta tion and direc tion of city deve lop ment. The subject of 
rese arch and analysis, in addi tion to the qua li ti es and poten ti als of urban, archi tec tu ral 
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and cul tu ral heri ta ge, inclu des analyzes of ele ments of the natu ral envi ron ment of wider 
geo grap hi cal sco pe, but also con tem po rary trends and phe no me na in the natu ral and social 
con text of the city and region and a sig ni fi cant impact on the plan ning and deve lop ment 
of the citi es of the futu re. Wit hin the rese arch fra me work set in this way, the met hods of 
urban inter ven ti ons sui ta ble for the pro per urban deve lop ment of the city of Mostar are 
espe ci ally analyzed, whe re the poten tial offe red by urban recon struc tion is exa mi ned, 
which is espe ci ally ela bo ra ted in this paper. The ela bo ra tion of the deve lop ment of urban 
recon struc tion met hods from the Athens Char ter on the Resto ra tion of Histo ri cal Heri ta ge 
to the modern deve lop ment and appli ca tion of this met hod is com pa red with the cur rent 
sta te and pos si bi li ti es of applying the se met hods in plan ning and deve lo ping appro pri a te 
urban recon struc tion stra te gi es in Mostar. It was esta blis hed that the two paral lel flows 
of postwar urban deve lop ment of the city of Mostar did not deve lop on the prin ci ples of 
inte gra tion, but as two paral lel and oppo sing pro ces ses: on the one hand recon struc tion 
of the histo ric city area, and on the other, con struc tion of new set tle ments and com ple
xes. The cor rect way of over co ming the exi sting urban dic ho tomy, as well as its posi ti ve 
ori en ta tion, by chan ging the para digm from a vic tim city to a city that selfcon sci o usly on 
posi ti ve histo ri cal valu es   gene ra tes a deve lop ment model aimed at inte gra ting urba nism, 
archi tec tu re and cul tu ral policy, is the star ting point for the rese arch “Urban Recon struc tion 
in con ti nu ity – Mostar”, whe re cul tu re is taken as the bea rer of the pro cess of recon struc
tion of spa ce, soci ety and expe ri en ce of spa ce in order to under stand city as a who le. As a 
result, this work defi nes the con cept, “cul tu ral tran sver sals of Mostar”, and it con sists of: 

 – Points: spa ces and objects of impor tan ce in the histo ri cal and cul tu ral con text.

 – Lines: Pene tra ti ons and con nec ti ons bet we en the abo ve points. 

 – Cul tu ral lan dsca pe: The ove rall pic tu re of the nar ro wer urban part of the city with 
cul tu re as the bea rer of new valu es   of Mostar.

Met ho do logy

The pro po sed rese arch can be clas si fied as syste ma tic and com pre hen si ve. In addi tion 
to the usual syste ma tic analysis and revi ews of histo ri cal mate ri als and docu men ta tion, 
seve ral met hods are par ti cu larly emp ha si zed: 

1. HUL – Histo ric Urban Lan dsca pes – The mana ge ment of histo ric citi es is one of 
the most com plex pro ces ses of pre ser ving and deve lo ping cul tu ral heri ta ge. On Novem ber 
10th, 2011, the UNE SCO Gene ral Assembly adop ted the Recom men da tion on Histo ric Urban 
Lan dsca pes as an addi ti o nal tool of exi sting doc tri nes and appro ac hes to pro tec tion, which 
inte gra tes poli ci es and prac ti ces of con ser va tion of built spa ce with a balan ced rela ti on ship 
of urban deve lop ment needs, respec ting inhe ri ted valu es and tra di ti ons. UNE SCO adopts a 
com pre hen si ve appro ach to the mana ge ment of histo ric urban lan dsca pes that inte gra tes 
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the goals of pre ser ving urban heri ta ge and tho se of social and eco no mic deve lop ment. This 
met hod sees urban heri ta ge as a social, cul tu ral and eco no mic tool for urban deve lop ment. 
It is desig ned to help citi es mana ge chan ge, whi le reta i ning what is diff e rent and valued 
in the ir iden tity, cul tu re and envi ron ment.

Why is the Histo ric Urban 
Lan dsca pe Impor tant?

Under stan ding the role of local valu es, cul tu re and iden tity in urban deve lop ment has 
been recog ni zed not only by UNE SCO, but the impor tan ce of histo ric urban lan dsca pes 
thro ugh UN deve lop ment goals.1 The se ini ti a ti ves are key to the deve lop ment of citi es 
that can sha re simi lar chal len ges and whe re by exchan ging expe ri en ces and inter na ti o nal 
exam ples one can learn abo ut sol ving incre a singly com plex urban chal len ges. The HUL 
met hod pro vi des a fra me work for achi e ving susta i na ble deve lop ment by incor po ra ting local 
valu es   and cre a ti vely tai lo red solu ti ons to gui de the city deve lop ment. The ulti ma te goal 
of the HUL appro ach is to ensu re that all pro jects in the city are built on a com pre hen si ve 
under stan ding of the pla ce and respond more cre a ti vely to the valu es   and needs of our 

Figu re 1. HUL met ho do logy applied to Mostar – pre sen ta tion of the nar ro wer urban part of the city 
analyzed as accor ding to the prin ci ples of the histo ric urban lan dsca pe, which defi nes the mul ti-layered 

value of the wider cove ra ge of the histo ric urban area of   Mostar. The pre sen ta tion is the result of 
layering and intert wi ning of cul tu ral and natu ral valu es   over time.
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com mu nity – our resi dents, insti tu ti ons, pro cess par ti ci pants and users of a city. The key to 
under stan ding and mana ging a histo ric urban lan dsca pe is recog ni zing that the city is not 
a sta tic figu re or gro up of buil dings but a unit alig ned with the dynamic for ces that eco no
mi cally, soci ally, and cul tu rally sha pe it. Access to histo ric urban lan dsca pes goes beyond 
the pre ser va tion of the physical envi ron ment, and focu ses on the envi ron ment as a who le, 
with all the tan gi ble and intan gi ble qua li ti es. This appro ach requ i res incre a sing susta i
na bi lity in plan ning and design, also taking into acco unt the exi sting built envi ron ment, 
immo va ble and mova ble heri ta ge, cul tu ral diver sity, socioeco no mic and envi ron men tal 
oppor tu ni ti es, as well as the valu es   of the local com mu nity. The Histo ric Urban Lan dsca pe 
(HUL) advo ca tes the idea that histo ri cal con text and deve lop ment can “com mu ni ca te” and 
inter con nect the ir roles and mea nings. Such an appro ach to the mana ge ment of histo ric 
urban lan dsca pes is inte gral beca u se it tre ats the goals of pre ser ving urban heri ta ge as 
well as tho se of social and eco no mic deve lop ment. The suc cess of the city cen ter depends 
on seve ral fac tors, each of which must be pre sent in order for the intan gi ble dynamics of 
a suc cessful urban lan dsca pe to occur. A vibrant urban cen ter pro vi des peo ple with life 
situ a ti ons typical of life in a small town. Living in such an urban lan dsca pe is one of the 
advan ta ges of city life.

Map ping 

Map ping is an effec ti ve nonver bal way of pre sen ting a sta te in spa ce. It helps us to 
pre ci sely under stand the sta te of affa irs, which essen ti ally pre ce des any seri o us deve lop ment 
plan and at the same time faci li ta tes it. A less tan gi ble bene fit of map ping is defi ning the 
iden tity of the city. Citi es are not only made of buil dings and stre ets, but also of nar ra ti ves 
and memo ri es. Peo ple cre a te physical maps of the ir neig hbor ho ods or citi es using a vari ety 
of tools and mate ri als. The topic is usu ally offe red to focus on the par ti ci pants of the pro
cess, for exam ple, pla ces they visit often, land marks in the spa ce, bor ders bet we en parts of 
the city, pla ces they do not like, things they would like to see, etc. Thro ugh this met hod and 
super po si tion of maps based on the col lec ted data, we visu ally com mu ni ca te urban con di ti
ons, inclu ding all the neces sary data that are rele vant to what we want to get as a result, and 
the se can be e.g. demo grap hic and eco no mic trends based on onli ne real esta te inven tory or 
spa tial distri bu tion and ava i la bi lity of public and com mer cial reso ur ces, infra struc tu ral reso
ur ces, reso ur ces in cul tu re and edu ca tion and the like. An accu ra te pic tu re of the situ a tion 
on the gro und is the basis of the met ho do logy, beca u se we have the oppor tu nity to see the 
city as it is and stop ima gi ning the city as we were, but to help our sel ves to beco me the city 
we want to be. This met hod and the resul ting visu a li za ti ons repre sent valu a ble poten tial in 
sup por ting the deci sionmaking pro cess in the urban plan ning pro cess. Citi es are gene ra ting 
data faster and faster, and data is more diver se in quan tity and type. Also, they are beco ming 
more acces si ble and easi er to pro cess, thanks to advan ces in tec hno logy. This paper uses 
the Geo grap hic Infor ma tion System (GIS), which is a fra me work for data col lec tion, mana ge
ment and analysis. The deve lop ment of the first ope ra ti o nal GIS was fun ded by the Fede ral 
Mini stry of Energy, Mining and Reso ur ces in Otta wa Cana da, deve lo ped by Roger Tomlin son.
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In a more gene ral sen se, GIS is a “smart map” tool that allows users to cre a te inter ac
ti ve que sti on na i res and rese arch accor ding to user needs. In this way, GIS reve als dee per 
insights into data and ena bles easi er and bet ter mana ge ment of spa tial data and the ir 
asso ci a ted pro per ti es. GIS gives peo ple the abi lity to cre a te the ir own layers of digi tal maps 
that will help sol ve a set pro blem. GIS has also deve lo ped into a tool for data exchan ge 
and col la bo ra tion, which is now fast beco ming a con ti nu o us rea lity. Today, hun dreds of 
tho u sands of orga ni za ti ons aro und the world sha re the ir work and cre a te bil li ons of maps 
each day to tell sto ri es and disco ver pat terns, trends, and rela ti on ships abo ut everything 
that cre a tes spa ce and life.

Mul ti-cri te ria analysis 

Making qua lity and cor rect deci si ons is one of the impor tant and sig ni fi cant pre re
qu i si tes for suc cess. The re may be seve ral diff e rent cri te ria that affect the final deci sion 
and can often be aga inst each other. In such cases, it is best and most effec ti ve to apply 
a mul ticri te ria analysis that will lead to an opti mal solu tion. Mul ticri te ria analysis is a 
met hod of bre a king down pro blems into parts for easi er mana ge ment in order to ena
ble the data and eva lu a tion of the pro ces sing of indi vi dual parts, once assem bled into a 
who le, to offer a final pic tu re based on which we make final deci si ons. The mul ticri te ria 
deci sionmaking pro cess ser ves to sol ve com plex pro blems of eva lu a tion, deci sionmaking 
and opti mi za tion of the situ a tion. 

Figu re 2. GIS data ba se – car to grap hic and tabu lar pre sen ta tion of data 
ente red for the pur po se of paper rese arch
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This paper con si ders cul tu re as a car ri er of posi ti ve chan ges in the city of Mostar, 
which will reflect on spa ce and soci ety and cre a te pre con di ti ons for the expe ri en ce of the 
city as a who le. The final pro duct of such a pro cess is a cul tu ral tran sver sal which repre
sents a “ver ti cal” to the domi nant “paral lel” that has not allo wed us to expe ri en ce the 
city for over 25 years. 

In this way, we intro du ce a new per cep tion of the city, a way of plan ning spa ce, whe re 
we cre a te new valu es   thro ugh urban recon struc tion, trying to attach spa ce to its end users, 
in time and in acti vi ti es. This helps us to pro ve that spa ce, in addi tion to being defi ned 
by a gro up of spa tial para me ters, is also defi ned by a gro up of nar ra ti ves, memo ri es and 
fee lings expe ri en ced or cre a ted in the spa tial and tem po ral con text of a city, and as such 
an analytical crosssec tion is very impor tant for its futu re. The cri te ria are set in a way 
that cul tu re cre a tes: 

 – City of healthy living,
 – Cul tu ral desti na tion,
 – A city of equ al oppor tu ni ti es for all citi zens.

For the pur po ses of cre a ting a cul tu ral tran sver sal, the iden ti fi ca tion and analysis of input 
data is per for med, and they con sist of: 

1 – Spa ce, 2 – Acti vi ti es, 3 – Peo ple, 4 – Time.

At the inter sec tion of data, expe ri en ce emer ges as an added value that refers to all 
input data and it is pre ci sely the con ti nu ity that we can rela te to time and spa ce. If we 
pla ce this phe no me non in the con text of one city, in this case the City of Mostar, then 
we can say that the tem po ral and spa tial con ti nu ity is cre a ted by the recon struc tion 
of spa ce. In this way, we give the oppor tu nity and “extend” the life of the same spa ce 
which, by recon struc ting the exi sting con struc tion fund and enric hing the spa ce with 
new con tents, pro du cing new value. More pre ci sely, peo ple could build new nar ra ti ves, 
memo ri es and emo ti ons toward the same spa ce.

Figu re 3. Cor re la tion of input data requ i red 
for con duc ting mul ti-cri te ria analysis
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Pre sen ta tion of rese arch results

Fol lo wing the idea of   recon struc tion of the nar ro wer urban area of   the city and tran
sfor ma tion of the exi sting urban fabric into a spa ti ally, soci ally and eco no mi cally susta i na
ble who le, a selec tion of indi vi dual points was made, accor ding to the ir spa tial, archi tec
tu ral and social valo ri za tion form the refe ren ce points of the nar ro wer urban area. The se 
are 33 buil dings or ambi en ces that are clas si fied accor ding to the domi nant pur po se and 
acti vi ti es that take pla ce in them. Wit hin the selec ted objects we have cul tu ral heri ta ge 
monu ments such as Par ti zan memo rial, The Old Brid ge of Mostar as well as some of the 
cul tu ral insti tu ti ons such as Music Cen ter Pava rot ti, Cen ter for Cul tu re Mostar and Kosa ča 
Cro a tian Cul tu ral Cen ter. Howe ver, the re are some of the buil dings that were in ope ra tion 
befo re the war but have stood as ruins sin ce the war and repre sent gre at poten tial in cre
a ting a new and more pro spe ro us ima ge of the city. Fol lo wing the idea of recon struc tion 
of the nar ro wer urban area of the city and tran sfor ma tion of the exi sting urban fabric into 
a spa ti ally, soci ally and eco no mi cally susta i na ble entity, a selec tion of indi vi dual points 
was made accor ding to spa tial, archi tec tu ral and social valo ri za tion. 

Each of the points are an indi vi dual object or ambi ent unit and is taken into con si de
ra tion based on the analysis of iden ti fied eight para me ters ente red in GIS: label, object 
name, object type, acti vity in object, object area, num ber of object/spa ce users, num ber 
of events in the object/spa ce. Based on the se data, it is pos si ble to per form selec tion and 
com pa ri son and by crosssec ti o ning the selec ted data to obtain an over vi ew of the exi sting 
sta te of the faci li ti es, or rat her to exa mi ne its pro po sal in the futu re sce na rio.

Figu re 4. Cul tu ral tran sver sal of Mostar
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At the inter sec tion of gene ra ted spa tial and fun cti o nal valu es, we obta i ned three urban 
pat terns (points, lines, urban lan dsca pe), and then by furt her fil te ring, we got the final pro
duct named “cul tu ral tran sver sal” that inclu des pre vi o usly men ti o ned objects and struc tu res. 

By for ming the cul tu ral tran sver sal, we pro ve that it is pos si ble, by using the exi sting 
physical struc tu re regar dless of its con di tion, to recon struct the spa ce and give a new 
touch to the city. This paten ted pat tern for mat ted in the tran sfer hall, in a stepbystep way, 
chan ges the rela ti on ship to spa ce in a deeply divi ded soci ety, and helps the oncedestroyed 
physical matrix and social com mu nity to rege ne ra te and beco me a who le again; spa ce, 
time and pla ce of com for ta ble living. One of the exam ples on the cul tu ral tran sver sal is 
the tran sfor ma tion of the Uni ver sity Library into a cowor king youth hub.

Today, cul tu re and eco nomy intert wi ne more than ever. Cul tu ral indu stri es have beco
me pla ces of power, major eco no mic dri vers and major export pro ducts. The re fo re, the 
goal is to impro ve the con tent of the cul tu ral offer in the City of Mostar thro ugh the stren
gthe ned iden tity of cul tu ral indu stri es. The pro po sed cowor king youth hub would iden tify, 
stren gthen and con nect cre a ti ve indu stri es and the ir roles in cul tu ral tou rism. In order to 
iden tify cul tu ral indu stri es as an oppor tu nity for the deve lop ment of cul tu re and tou rism, 
an analysis of cul tu ral indu stri es and the invol ve ment of local par ti ci pants in the imple men
ta tion of the pro ject would be per for med. Given that the city does not have the neces sary 
infra struc tu re to fol low Euro pean and world trends in this area, the pro po sal is to cre a te 
a cre a ti ve youth incu ba tor, a busi ness envi ron ment based on cre a ti vity that would be a 
mee ting pla ce of know led ge, ide as and cre a ti vity. This would also be a cowor king spa ce 
as well that city of Mostar is in defi cit with, espe ci ally in the field of cre a ti ve indu stri es. 
In the cen tral city zone, the re is a faci lity who se posi tion is sui ta ble to beco me a mee ting 
pla ce for new ide as and cre a ti vity and thus furt her help the pro cess of uni fi ca tion of the 
city. Ori gi nally this buil ding was a resi den ce of the most famo us mayor of Mostar, Muja
ga Koma di na, after which it was a stu dent cul tu ral hou se and from 1970's it ser ved as a 

Figu re 5. The resi den ce of the first mayor of Mostar, Muja ga Koma di na, desig ned by archi tect 
Miloš Koma di na, was built befo re 1910. In the post-World-War-II period, it was used as a youth 
home, and then the Uni ver sity Library of the Dže mal Bije dić Uni ver sity until the 1992–1995 war. 

The figu re shows the exi sting sta te of the object.
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uni ver sity library until the war. Due to its spe ci fic loca tion, during the war destruc tion, it 
was not spa red and the deva sta tion of the buil dings is esti ma ted at over 80%. The object 
is loca ted wit hin the defi ned cul tu ral tran sver sal and is an ideal pla ce for the youth hub, 
easily acces si ble to all young and cre a ti ve peo ple from all over the city. This spa ce that 
would be ava i la ble to young peo ple to help them deve lop the ir cre a ti ve ide as and the ir 
tran sfor ma tion into busi ness ven tu res would enrich the enti re exi sting situ a tion in Mostar 
in addi tion to INTER A tec hno logy park and SPARK acce le ra tor, Mostar would get anot her 
valu a ble infra struc tu re which would ser ve as an instru ment for the deve lop ment of new 
busi ness enti ti es but also as tool for brid ging tra u mas of once a war divi ded city.

Con clu sion

The pre sen ted rese arch was based on the rea li za tion of the inte gra tion of a city that 
lost its inte grity during the war years and fai led to expe ri en ce cat har sis in the post war 
period. The results of the rese arch indi ca te that despi te such a situ a tion, Mostar has its 
excep ti o nal qua li ti es and tra di ti o nal foun da ti ons on which it is pos si ble to make a modern 
appro ach that can pro vi de an over vi ew of Mostar in spa tial, social and expe ri en ti al terms. 
By cre a ting a con nec tion bet we en the spa ce and cul tu re of the city, heri ta ge and everyday 
life of the inha bi tants, we cre a te a gene ra tor of new valu es   of Mostar in its spa tial con text. 
By giving the oppor tu nity to bet ter under stand the city, with the synergy of citi zens, artists 
and experts in the rese arch pro cess, we have ena bled an easi er "flow" of ide as abo ut the 
impor tan ce of the city. This also cre a tes spa ce for cre a ting dia lo gue, whi le cul tu re, archi
tec tu re and art have beco me its basic tools that esta blish strong links bet we en con cept, 
pro gram and mate ri a li za tion in the appli ca tion sen se. We recog ni ze the con tri bu tion to 
cre a ting a sen se of belon ging and com fort for all the citi zens and visi tors of Mostar. This 
atti tu de towards the city spe aks of indi vi du als and the com ple xity of soci ety, the ir aspi ra
ti ons and the ir tra di tion, the natu ral envi ron ment and social order.

The synergy of spa tial, ambi ent, natu ral, urban, and archi tec tu ral valu es ela bo ra ted 
thro ugh this paper and the vari o us oppor tu ni ti es that the cre a ti ve and cul tu ral sec tors offer 
in the modern world, are tools that will over co me the tra u ma of divi sion and take Mostar 
to the next pha se of pro spe rity and pro gress, whe re the city of eter nal light will pro ve its 
spa tial, social, and expe ri en ti al con ti nu ity.

Notes 

1 The goals of susta i na ble deve lop ment are a uni ver sal call to action to end poverty, pro tect the pla net 
and impro ve the lives and per spec ti ves of everyone and everywhe re. In 2015, all UN mem ber sta tes 
adop ted 17 goals, as part of the 2030 Agen da for Susta i na ble Deve lop ment, which set out a fif teen
year  plan to achi e ve the goals.https://www.un.org/susta i na ble de ve lop ment/deve lop mentagen da/
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