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ЈАВНА БИБЛИОТЕKА KАО ПРИВЛАЧАН  
ДЕО УРБАНОГ ПЕЈЗАЖА 

Апстракт

Јавна библиотека је део урбаног дизајна још од античких градова. Њени архитекту
ра, простор, функције и одлика јавног простора, чине јавну библиотеку привлачним, 
активним и виталним делом урбаног пејзажа. Стога је препозната као урбани маркер, 
активатор места и урбани магнет који подржава стратегије урбаних трансформација.

Циљ овог рада је да јавну библиотеку дефинише као сложену институцију, повезану с 
урбаним пејзажом, истражујући на који начин јавна библиотека утиче на урбани пејзаж и 
трансформише га кроз више слојева, и који симболички обрасци креирају спољну слику 
ове везе. Истраживање је спроведено кроз студије случаја четири библиотеке смештене 
у центру града: две историјске и две савремене, анализирајући и дефинишући локацију 
јавне библиотеке у граду, однос пројекта библиотеке према политици града/државе, 
друштвено и културно значење библиотеке и њену функцију и архитектуру.

Јавна библиотека је атрактиван део урбаног пејзажа, учествује у обликовању истакну
тих јавних градских простора. Она унапређује квалитет и вредност урбаног пејзажа као 
целине, креира или трансформише слику града кроз простор и време. Стога је могуће 
отворити даља истраживања о томе како се јавна библиотека уклапа у концепт еманације 
урбаног пејзажа.

Kључне речи: јавна библиотека, урбана трансформација, слика града, урбани пејзаж
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PUBLIC LIBRARY AS AN APPE A LING  
URBAN SCA PE ELE MENT 

Abstract

A public library has been a part of the urban design sin ce anci ent times. Its archi tec tu re, 
spa ce, fun cti ons, and public spa ce cha rac ter make it an appe a ling, acti ve, and vital part of 
the urban sca pe. It is the re fo re recog ni zed as an urban land mark, pla ce acti va tor, and urban 
mag net sup por ting urban stra te gi es.

This paper aims to defi ne public library as a com plex insti tu tion rela ted to the urban sca pe, 
inve sti ga ting its effects on and the power to tran sform urban sca pe in mul ti ple layers, the 
symbo lic pat terns of which cre a te an out ward ima ge of this rela tion. The rese arch was con
duc ted thro ugh the case stu di es of four dow ntown libra ri es: two histo ric and two con tem po
rary ones, by analyzing and defi ning the ir loca ti ons in the city, the rela tion of library pro ject 
to the city/sta te poli ci es, the ir social and cul tu ral mea nings, fun cti ons, and archi tec tu re.

Public library is an appe a ling urban sca pe ele ment that sha pes pro mi nent public spa ces in the 
city. It adds to the qua lity and the value of urban sca pe, cre a tes or tran sforms the ima ge of 
the city thro ugh spa ce and time. This opens up furt her discus sion on the ways public libra ri es 
fit into the con cept of urban sca pe ema na tion.

Keywords: public library, urban tran sfor ma tion, ima ge of the city, urban sca pe
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Intro duc tion

A public library is recog ni zed as an urban icon and land mark, pla ce acti va tor, and urban 
spa ce in citi es and towns. It offers free access to everybody, acts as a local infor ma tion, 
edu ca tion, and cul tu re cen ter, fun ded by nati o nal and/or local govern ments.1 With its spa
ce, archi tec tu re, fun ction, and symbo lism, it is an appe a ling, acti ve, and vital con sti tu ti ve 
part of the city.

This rese arch aims to hig hlight acti ve and appe a ling roles of public libra ri es in urban
sca pe, defi ning its histo ric, symbo lic, and physical bac kgro und from the time of anci ent 
citi es to modern days.

Public library is obser ved beyond the per cep tion of a monu men tal buil ding that archi
ves cul tu re and know led ge and pro vi des rea ding spa ce. Public library is a com plex insti
tu tion, the most rele vant attri bu te of which is “being the public spa ce“ in the city2, which 
brings public library in an acti ve rela ti on ship with urban sca pe.

Urban sca pe is the appe a ran ce of an urban area, and like simi lar con cepts – lan dsca pe, 
citysca pe, tow nsca pe, urban lan dsca pe – it has been rese ar ched in terms of “deco ding the 
out ward ima ge of citi es”.3 This rese arch deals with urban sca pe as a com ple te ima ge of an 
urban area, and its rela tion to a public library not just as in appe a ran ce, but as a dynamic 
mul ti layered con cept. On the symbo lic level, library is an insti tu tion with social, cul tu ral, edu
ca ti o nal, and poli ti cal fun ction, whi le on the physical level all the se fun cti ons are embo died 
and reflec ted in the library spa ce and archi tec tu re, and rela ted to the spe ci fic urban sca pe.

A public library pro ject found its pla ce in the con tem po rary city rene wal pro grams con
nec ted to dow ntown rege ne ra tion in mul ti ple cases4. It takes an acti ve role in diff e rent urban 
tran sfor ma tion stra te gi es – cul tu re led urban rege ne ra tion, urban upgra ding, and incre a sing 
urban resi li en ce.5 Wit hin tho se stra te gi es, library is recog ni zed as a cul tu ral icon, land mark, 
pla ce ma ker, com mu nity vita li ser,6 urban “mee ting room”, “intel lec tual heart of civic life”,7 
and one of the few real public pla ces in com mer ci a li zed citi es8. Public library is a poli ti cal 
tool, it is govern mentfun ded and used to pre sent the poli ti cal and city or sta te power.9

Public library is a com plex insti tu tion with widely recog ni zed role and posi tion in citi
es. This paper defi nes public libra ri es as an appe a ling ele ment of urban sca pe, exa mi ning 
the ways they tran sform urban sca pe, the symbo lic pat terns of which cre a te an out ward 
ima ge of this rela tion.

The rese arch was con duc ted thro ugh the case stu di es of four citi es and the ir cen tral 
libra ri es: two histo ric ones – the Ulpian Library (AD 114), Anci ent Rome, and the San Mar co 
Library (1579), Veni ce; and two con tem po rary ones – the Bir ming ham Library (2013) and 
the Hel sin ki Cen tral Library Oodi (2018); in order to outli ne the evo lu tion of the rela tion, 
and rese arch histo ri cal bac kgro und of public libra ri es as urban sca pe ele ments.

Case stu di es – four libra ri es

Rese ar ching public libra ri es as appe a ling urban sca pe ele ments, con si de ring symbo lic 
and physical layers of this con nec tion, was con duc ted by means of analysis and defi ni tion 
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of the ir loca tion in the city, rela tion of the library pro ject to the city/sta te poli ci es, social 
and cul tu ral mea ning of the library, its fun cti ons and archi tec tu re. Histo ric libra ri es were 
rese ar ched in the same man ner as con tem po rary ones in order to defi ne the ori gins of 
library in urban sca pe.

Two histo ric and two con tem po rary libra ri es selec ted are public libra ri es, loca ted in the 
city core, in the busi est public spa ces in the citi es; they were desig ned and built as part of 
lar ger city agen das and the ir spa ce and archi tec tu re reflect the ir public ness.

Ulpian library, or Tra jan’s library, built in AD114 in Anci ent Rome, was a part of the 
impe rial fora – a com plex of monu men tal public spa ces and buil dings. Toget her with the 
public basi li ca and Tra jan’s tem ple, the library fra med a small squ a re wit hin the fora. It 
con si sted of two iden ti cal cham bers on the oppo si te sides of the squ a re with Tra jan’s 
column in its cen ter.10

Libra ri es were con sti tu ti ve parts of monu men tal public com ple xes that were focal 
points of lar ge urban tran sfor ma tion pro jects in Anci ent Rome. This trend was star ted 
with the Pala ti ne Library, a part of the Forum of Augu stus, con ti nued with Tra jan`s forum 
and Ulpian Library and was the result of Hel le ni stic influ en ce to bring cul tu re, art, and 
edu ca tion to citi es.11 

Accor ding to Welch (2005), “Tho ugh the anci ent city grew gra du ally, buil ding by buil
ding, thro ug ho ut its mil len ni umlong heyday, the city expe ri en ced peri o dic growth spurts 
during which lar gesca le buil ding pro grams dra ma ti cally tran sfor med the urban lan dsca pe. 

Table I. Public libra ri es in urban sca pe – situ a ti ons
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The Ulpian Library, or Trajan’s library, AD114, Ancient Rome10

Helsinki Central Library, 2018, Helsinki, Finland12

PUBLIC SPACE LIBRARY

Biblioteca Marciana, 1579, Venice11

The Library of Birmingham, 2013, Birmingham, UK 13



Such swe e ping chan ges in the urban fabric usu ally coin ci ded with poli ti cal or social cri ses 
or peri ods of tran si tion in Roman iden tity.” 12

Hen ce, Tra jan`s forum was desig ned and built to cele bra te the mili tary suc cess and 
poli ti cal power of the Roman Empe ror Tra jan. It was the cor ner sto ne wit hin seve ral pro jects 
in the city of Rome, con duc ted to chan ge and impro ve the ima ge of the city. 

Libra ri es in Anci ent Rome were open to all the citi zens and were more than just book 
depo si to ri es. They were used as mee ting pla ces for intel lec tu als, spa ces for public rea dings 
by aut hors, allo wing the illi te ra te majo rity to take part into library acti vi ti es, pla ces for poli ti
cal and phi lo sop hi cal deba tes, and pri va te gat he rings.13 Tra jan’s library was visu ally and fun
cti o nally part of the open public spa ce. It con si sted of a pair of cham bers hou sing lite ra tu re in 
Gre ek and Latin, which was the model of library design in Rome of that time. In this case, the 
two cham bers were posi ti o ned on oppo si te sides of the small squ a re, the ir lavishly deco ra ted 
inter i ors facing the open public spa ce, and com mu ni ca ting with it thro ugh open por ti cos.14

In its volu me, deco ra tion or monu men ta lity, the Ulpian Library was not the domi nant 
part of the public forum or urban sca pe; it was, at the symbo lic and physical levels, a part 
of the public monu men tal com plex.

Bibli o te ca Mar ci a na, Veni ce, built in 1579, is an ico nic library buil ding that sha ped and 
outli ned one of the most pro mi nent open public spa ces of the Rena is san ce.15 The library 
is loca ted wit hin the com plex of public spa ces – Piaz za and the Piaz zet ta di San Mar co, 
and the water front of the Grand Canal. The Piaz zet ta con nects Piaz za di San Mar co with 
the water front and is fra med with the Ducal Pala ce and Mar ci a na Library. At the time this 
public spa ce took its final sha pe, and the library was built, it was the for mal entran ce to 
the city of Veni ce.16 

Recon struc tion of this public spa ce and con struc tion of the library were a part of the 
Reno va tio Urbis – city rene wal pro ject that took pla ce in Veni ce in the 16th cen tury. The 
main goal of this pro ject was to affirm the iden tity of Veni ce as a Euro pean cul tu ral cen ter, 

Fig. 1. The Library of Saint Mark, Veni ce, Italy
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to pre sent the Vene tian Repu blic on the inter na ti o nal sce ne after its dec li ne in poli ti cal 
power, defe at in the War of the Lea gue of Cam bra, (1508–1516) and stri ving with other 
poli ti cal issu es, at the same time reco ve ring from the fire of 1512.17 The task of urban 
recon struc tion was assig ned to Jaco po San so vi no, the sta te buil der, who tran sfor med the 
Piaz za com plex with its public spa ces and desig ned the ico nic buil ding of Mar ci a na Library.

Accor ding to Psar ra (2018), “San so vi no sei zed the urban pro per ti es of Veni ce and used 
clas si cal archi tec tu re to power fully express the citysta te and the Repu blic.” 18 

Veni ce urban sca pe was dra ma ti cally chan ged aga inst the pre va i lingly medi e val pat
ter ned urban fabric toward the ima ge of the rena is san ce city, by intro du cing lar ge Anci ent 
Roman urban sites, such as this recon struc tion of the Piaz za, inspi red by Roman forum 
and the a tre. Buil dings, inclu ding the Library of San Mar co, were desig ned and built as an 
open public spa ce for social and poli ti cal events, with the view to impro ving the iden tity 
of the city.19 This is the ir physical and symbo lic layer in urban sca pe. That urban sca pe has 
rema i ned an exam ple of susta i na ble cul tu ral heri ta ge lan dsca pe until nowa days.

The ico nic library buil ding was built accor ding to clas si cal stan dards, lavishly and 
ele gantly deco ra ted both in exte ri or and inter i or. It hou sed the col lec tion pre vi o usly archi
ved in the Doge’s Pala ce. The library was esta blis hed on the first flo or of the San so vi no`s 
buil ding, with shops and retail spa ce on the gro und flo or. Such spa tial orga ni za tion of the 
buil ding pro vi ded eco no mic bene fit for the city, at the same time safe gu ar ding the book 
col lec tion from moi stu re.

Both stu died histo ric libra ri es symbo li cally pre sen ted the policy of the patro ni zing city, 
and acti vely con tri bu ted to impro ving the ima ge of the city, reflec ting the ir public cha rac ter 
in both spa ce and archi tec tu re, in line with the histo ri cal, social, and cul tu ral con di ti ons 
of the ir time. 

The selec ted modernday libra ri es were desig ned and built with simi lar social and 
cul tu ral expec ta ti ons.

Fig. 2. The Library of Bir ming ham, UK (Sour ce: Ima ge pro vi ded by Meca noo archi tects, 
Ima ge copyright by Chri stian Ric hters)
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The Library of Bir ming ham 20, Bir ming ham, UK, 2013, outli nes and acti vely sha pes the 
Cen te nary Squ a re, one of the lar gest open public spa ces in the city, con si sting of three 
public piaz zas. The library is posi ti o ned on the main pede strian rou te, cal led the “Red Line”.21 

The cen tral library buil ding is the third buil ding22 desig ned and con struc ted for that 
pur po se in the history of the city of Bir ming ham, whi le its pre de ces sors were demo lis hed 
to lea ve spa ce, both symbo li cally and physically, for the new library buil ding. 

All the library buil dings were posi ti o ned so as to sha pe pro mi nent public spa ces in the 
city and were built as part of the lar ger urban rene wal pro ject. The Bir ming ham Refe ren ce 
Library23 was rebu ilt in 1882 as its pre de ces sor was com ple tely destroyed in the gre at fire a 
year befo re. Its loca tion was at the Cham ber lain squ a re, the main squ a re in Bir ming ham and 
part of the Para di se forum, and was among the first libra ri es to be built accor ding to the Uni
ted King dom Public Libra ri es Act of 1850 that gave local aut ho ri ti es legi ti macy to esta blish 
free public libra ri es.24 It was a monu men tal buil ding, allo wing free access to infor ma tion 
and know led ge in urban sca pe. The second library buil ding was open to the public in 1974 
as part of the urban recon struc tion fol lo wing World War II. After the war, Bir ming ham was 
deva sta ted and rui ned city. Accor ding to the City Coun cil's deci sion on the rene wal, the re 
was no citywide urban plan, but spe ci fic recon struc tion of infra struc tu re and con struc tion 
of public buil dings, whe re the con struc tion of the new Cen tral library took pla ce. The library 
buil ding was an epi to me of bru ta list archi tec tu re, desig ned by local archi tect John Madin. It 
was cen trally loca ted in the city, at Para di se Forum, next to its pre de ces sor demo lis hed right 
after the com ple tion of the Madin buil ding. Para di se Forum was the cru cial point of urban 
recon struc tion, envi sa ging also other cul tu ral buil dings at this loca tion. Para di se Forum has 
rema i ned the 21stcen tury focal point or cor ner sto ne of urban recon struc tion, as well. During 
this pro cess, the bru ta list library was demo lis hed, despi te the cam pa igns that oppo sed it, 
to fit into the Big City Plan that remo de led the squ a re and chan ged the ima ge of the city. 

On the other hand, the Big City Plan is the pro gram for “rei ma gi ning the city”, with the 
new library as a cor ner sto ne for the city cen ter revi ta li za tion.25 The Library is the cen tral 
ele ment in a clu ster of nearby cul tu ral faci li ti es, inclu ding the Inter na ti o nal Con ven tion 
Cen tre, the Symphony Hall, Bir ming ham Reper tory The a tre, and the Ikon Gal lery.26 

„Cen tral to the design is to rela te the library inter i or to the popu lar public life of 
Cen te nary Squ a re itself“, brin ging the out si de in and insi de out.27 This the sis has been 
reflec ted in the library archi tec tu re. Glass façade and posi ti o ning most of public fun cti ons 
on the gro und flo or, the big can ti le ver cowe ring a part of the public spa ce, a cir cu lar amp
hit he a ter cut into the squ a re, which is con nec ted to the under gro und flo or of the library, 
roof gar dens and ter ra ces as visual exten si ons of public spa ces on mul ti ple levels, con firm 
the library fun ction as „urban living room“, „public are na“, and public spa ce28. Archi ves 
and most of the rea ding rooms are on the upper flo ors, whi le the roof rotun da is desig ned 
to hou se Sha ke spe a re's histo ri cal col lec tion, and has memo rial, cul tu ral and edu ca ti o nal 
sig ni fi can ce for the com mu nity.

The case of the Seat tle Cen tral Library has cer tain simi la ri ti es with the library in Bir
ming ham as regards the three library buil dings, only this insti tu tion chan ged three buil dings 
at the site in the cour se of 100 years. From the Car ne gie library, built in 1906, to the open 
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plan library from 1960 29 desig ned in the inter na ti o nal style, to the con tem po rary ico nic 
and the most often analyzed library buil ding in the world, desig ned by Rem Kool ha as and 
OMA and com ple ted in 2004. 

All the library buil dings in Bir ming ham and Seat tle have embo died social, cul tu ral, and 
poli ti cal marks of the ir time, and have acti vely con tri bu ted to chan ging the ima ge of the city.

Oodi Hel sin ki Cen tral Library 30, Hel sin ki, Fin land, 2018, is the new icon and public 
spa ce in Hel sin ki. Tem po rary and pilot library pro ject, Library 10, which was a part of the 
long pro cess of plan ning the cen tral library, has pro ved the library is well accep ted as a 
mee ting pla ce and that it has beco me one of the focal points in the civic life of the city. All 
the ser vi ces and fun cti ons are now relo ca ted into the new buil ding.

Hel sin ki has a tra di tion in plan ning and buil ding a library as a part of urban sca pe tran
sfor ma tion. The Nati o nal Library of Fin land 31, built in 1840–1845, was part of the 1812 
town plan aiming to tran sform the city of Hel sin ki from a pro vin cial town into a capi tal. 
The focal point of urban sca pe tran sfor ma tion was the design of the monu men tal cen tral 
squ a re – Hel sin ki’s Sena te Squ a re, with the library buil ding as its con sti tu ent part.

Oodi buil ding is facing the Hou se of Par li a ment at the Kan sa la i sto ri squ a re, next to 
other cul tu ral and civic insti tu ti ons struc tu res. Its spe ci fic loca tion pre sents, on a symbo
li cal level, the govern ment’s care for citi zens and the civic and cul tu ral life of the city.32 
The loca tion is at the heart of urban tran sfor ma tion and city deve lop ment area. The 
library is one of the pro jects of the city and the govern ment symbo li zing the cen te nary of 
Fin land`s inde pen den ce.33

This library buil ding is the real civic cen ter, com mu nity hub, and urban living room. 
Most public spa ces, inclu ding cine ma, mixed use area and exhi bi ti on spa ce, are loca ted on 
the gro und flo or. On this level, library buil ding design, with a lar ge can ti le ver partly abo ve 
the public squ a re, glass façade, and open flo or plan, makes the library spa ce an exten si on 
of the squ a re. The second flo or is reser ved for wor kshops and rela xa ti on spa ce. Tra di ti o nal 
library spa ce occu pi es one third of the buil ding. The “book hea ven” is an openplan rea

Fig. 3. Oodi Hel sin ki Cen tral Library, Hel sin ki, Fin land
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ding room on the upper flo or that offers pea ce and qui et and the vista of the city, acti vely 
invol ving urban sca pe into the library spa ce.

The history of public libra ri es, accor ding to library sci en ce rese ar ches,34 has begun 
in the mid dle of the 19th cen tury. Library as a part of urban sca pe has had the ele ments of 
public spa ce sin ce anci ent times.

Discus sion

Alt ho ugh the libra ri es that were subject of the rese arch belong to diff e rent histo ri cal peri
ods, and were built in diff e rent sociopoli ti cal con texts, it is still pos si ble to draw out paral lels 
and com ment on the ir inten si ve inter ac tion with the city as an appe a ling part of urban sca pe.

A public library in Anci ent Rome was a musthave ele ment wit hin new com ple xes of 
public spa ces and struc tu res built on monu men tal sca le to tran sform urban sca pe and glo rify 
poli ti cal situ a tion or the ruler itself. Libra ri es were monu men tal and lavishly deco ra ted, 
but not a physical land mark in itself. They embo died physical and symbo lic pre sen ta tion 
of the impor tan ce of lite racy and cul tu re for peo ple, and ser ved as social gat he ring and 
event pla ces, as well. 

Rena is san ce Bibli o te ca Mar ci a na was built as an inde pen dent, ico nic buil ding as part 
of the urban tran sfor ma tion pro gram, aiming at tur ning the medi e val urban sca pe towards 
rena is san ce valu es, as well as reflec ting poli ti cal and eco no mic power. Its pre sen ta ti o nal 
cha rac ter domi na ted over its public fun ction and acces si bi lity to all. Its ico nic and monu
men tal façade pro vi ded a fra me to open public spa ces and ser ved as a bac kgro und to 
public acti vi ti es wit hin that spa ce. It had the role in cre a ting the ima ge of the city on the 
glo bal level, as well. The library inter i or was not con cep tu a li zed as visu ally or fun cti o nally 
con nec ted to the public squ a re.

Con tem po rary libra ri es, like the ir histo ri cal pre de ces sors, are a part or a cor ner sto ne 
of the con tem po rary urban tran sfor ma tion agen das. Alt ho ugh the re has been a strong 
ten dency to show that the social role of the library is way in front of its poli ti cal role, the 
library rema ins a poli ti cal instru ment, just as it was in the past. Urban tran sfor ma tion 
pro jects in citi es are rela ted to the pre sen ta tion of poli ti cal power or suc cess, aiming to 
chan ge and impro ve the ima ge of the city, cre a te or chan ge the iden tity. Bir ming ham and 
Seat tle case stu di es strongly sup port this con clu sion, sin ce they opted for the new cen tral, 
ico nic library buil ding and demo lis hed the ir pre de ces sor in cru cial moments in the ir history 
and as a part of big urban revi ta li za tion pro jects. Tho se pro jects and the libra ri es in all 
the citi es inclu ded in the rese arch affec ted urban sca pes both physically and symbo li cally. 

The ir public spa ce fun ction and urban room cha rac ter are most pro mi nent on the 
symbo lic level. Social, poli ti cal, and cul tu ral ele ments are embo died in libra ri es’ archi tec
tu re. Inten si ve com mu ni ca tion bet we en the library buil ding and the open public spa ces, 
whe re boun da ri es bet we en inter i or and exte ri or, open and clo sed, are blur red, pro ve a 
library to be a public spa ce, free and acces si ble to the com mu nity. The Ulpian Library case 
study brings up the histo ri cal bac kgro und of this fun ction, with the library spa ce visi ble 
and acces si ble from the open public spa ce, which also ser ved as a com mu ni ca tion area 
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bet we en two library rooms. Ico nic archi tec tu re and the qua lity of a land mark in urban sca pe 
pro ve sig ni fi can ce of library buil dings to the com mu nity, and also cre a te the ima ge of a city 
(local and/or that of the sta te or govern ment) as power ful, eco no mi cally strong, and caring 
for edu ca tion, infor ma tion, cul tu ral and social life of its citi zens. Hen ce it is neces sary to 
defi ne a library as an appe a ling urban sca pe ele ment, both on symbo lic and physical levels.

A public library fits in the urban sca pe ema na tion con cept, as it is deve lo ped wit hin 
the heri ta ge urba nism appro ach. It can be seen as a tool “wit hin the urban deve lop ment 
and plan ning of set tle ments, towns, and lan dsca pes”.35

Con clu sion 

A public library, with its fun cti ons, symbo lic valu es, spa ce, and archi tec tu re, is a 
power ful fea tu re in the ima ge of the city, acting both as an ele ment of its iden tity and as 
a sha ping tool for public spa ces. The con cept of a public library has dra ma ti cally chan ged 
from a sta tic unit in a city – a buil ding for sto ring books and media col lec ti ons that pro vi
des spa ce for rea ding and edu ca tion, to a pro ac ti ve and vital ele ment of the city, when it 
came into the focus as an acti ve part of urban sca pe. This con cept is deeply roo ted in the 
insti tu tion of a public library and its histo ri cal valu es, it has evol ved and upgra ded, taking 
into acco unt all its tra di ti o nal forms and fun cti ons. 

A public library is not just a cul tu ral, edu ca ti o nal, and infor ma ti o nal insti tu tion; it is 
also a physical buil ding in urban sca pe. Sha ping and outli ning urban are as, cre a ting and 
impro ving an ima ge of the city, is defi ned in this rese arch as a qua lity that attracts and 
holds the atten tion in urban sca pe. It rai ses or impro ves the qua lity and value of urban sca
pe. Hen ce, it is pos si ble to open discus sion on how a public library fits into the con cept of 
urban sca pe ema na tion if this con cept is seen as an impact of the unit or system on its envi
ron ment, allo wing for ward move ment in spa ce and time. From this point of view, a public 
library is per ce i ved as a unit of a mul ti layered system. The con cept of a public library has 
evol ved from that of a sta tic buil ding to a pro ac ti ve one, to a sin gu lar buil ding in an urban 

Table II. Public library as an urbanscape element
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Part of the urban
rene wal – iden tity 

tran sfor ma ti on 

Chan ging the 
ima ge of the city

Ico nic buil ding  
and land mark So cial spa ce

T he Ulpian Library (Tra jan’s 
library), Anci ent Rome, 114 + + + - +

The Library of Saint Mark, 
Veni ce, 1579 + + + -

The Library of Bir ming ham, 
Bir ming ham, UK, 2013 + + + +

Oodi Hel sin ki Cen tral Library,  
Hel sin ki, Fin land, 2019 + + + +
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