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3epada EkoHomcke wikosne

Llemurcka 57

3rpapa ExoHomcKe WKOMe, jefHe of HAjCTapujux CPentbUX CTPYUHMX
wkona y Cpbuju, npencTassba HEOABOjUB eNeMeHT pa3Boja 06pa3oBatba
y 00nacTu TProUHe U eKOHOMUje HA HaLIMM MPOCTOPUMA W BaXaH
YMHURAL Y YKYNHOM ApylTBeHom pa3Bojy (pbuje HakoH CTvuarba
[PXaBHe camocTanHocTi. Pa3Boj TproBauke, a MoToM W eKOHOMCKe
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HaCTaBe, 3anoyeT OCHUBarbeM NPBUX NOYNPUBATHUX LLKONA, JOCTUTA0
je BpxyHau TpupeceTux roguHa 20. Beka, ynpaBo Moau3amem OBe
3rpage Ha npoctopy Crape Manunyne. Y Bpeme kapa je nogurHyta 6una
je Hajnena n HajMofepHMja LUKONCKA 3rpada y NpectoHuun. Tokom
ucTopuje, LWKOMA je Merana Hasuge of TproBauke akaZemuje, 3a unje




notpe6e je nogurHyTa, npeKo lpBor ApxaBHOr eKOHOMCKOT TeXHUKyMa
n Mpee ekoHomcke Lwkone ,Bnagumup Mepuh Bantep” cBe mo Mpge
eKOHOMCKe LUKOMe, Ha3VBa NOJ KOjuM AaHac 0CTBapyje CBOjy 00pa3oBHy
11 NPOCBETUTEILCKY YAIOTY.

Wctopuja TproBaukor obpa3soBarba y beorpagy u Cpbuju cexe y
yetpgecete roguHe 19. Beka, Kafla Ce jaBIbajy Wfeje 0 OCHUBatLY jefiHe
TaKBe LUKONe, LUTO je YCBOjeHO 3aKOHOM 0 YCMpojeHUjy jagHO2 yYUNULLIHOZ
Hacmaesiexuja, Koju je npeaBUAE0 OCHUBAHe [locneHo-TproBaukor
YUMANLLTa, TO jecT npBe Tproauke Lwkone y Cpbuju. Mako oBa wkona
Huje oncTana fiyxe Of jefHe JeLeHuje, npedy3eTin Kopauu umann cy
HeMepsbIBY BPeAHOCT 3a aby Pa3B0j TPrOBAUKON LUKOCTBA Ha HALLUM
npoctopuma. [loHowetrbe Tproaukor 3akoHa 1860. roguHe, Koju je
YBOAMO KHUTOBOACTBO U PauyHOBOACTBO Y (Be TProBUHE, 3aXTeBajo
je WwKonosaH TproBauky kagap. 0Bo je omoryfieHo ocHuBarbem Peanke
1865. rofuHe, Koja je y cBom nporpamy UMana v jena 6poj TproBauKux
npeamerta. MehyTim, ycneq cnabe 3auHTepecoaHocT, Peanka je HakoH
JleceT TOAMHA YKMHYTA jep Huje OATOBOpMNA Ha motpebe TProBuHe.
[JpywTBeHa u npuBpesHa knuma yop3o ce npomeHuna, Cpbuja je y paty
¢ Typckom mpoLuvpuna CBojy Teputopujy, TProBiHA @ MHOCTPAHCTBOM
je 6una y cTanHom nopacty, ypeauno ce TPXMLUTE HOBL, LTO je (Be
yTMLANo 1 Ha TO Aa CpeAnHa byde cMpemHa Aa MpUXBaTU TProBauky
wKony. Y HoM oKonHocTUMa, Yex Opatba Buwwek, npodecop Ha BojHoj
aKaZilemujin, 0TBOPIO je MpUBATHY TProBauKy LUKOAY, Koja ce Hanasuia
y u3HajmbeHoj ManhenuHoj kyhin kop batan yamuje. Lkoan je 1890.
rofiHe npomerbeH Ha3ug y beorpajicka TproBauka LIKona, Aa 01 HakoH
[iBe TOMHe NoCTana ApaBHa Tproauka Lwkona. JloHowerem 3aKoHa
0 TProBauKoj ko 11 akagemuju 1900. roguHe, npepacna je y Cpncky
KpasbeBCKY ApMaBHY TProBauKy akafemiujy ¢ HELUTO BIALIMM PaHrOM 0f
0CTanux Cpearbux LwKona. lpoctopuje 0Be NPOCBETHe yCTaHOBE Hanasuie
¢y ce y (Betoropckoj 6p. 48, na 6u 1926. roguHe fobuna Hosy 3rpagy.
MehyTum, Kako 3rpaga of camor noyeTKa Huje 3a0Bo/baBana notpebe,
OZTyYeHO je ia ce rPazy HOBY, MOTOAHM}I 0bjeKar.

HoBa, mofepHa LKoncka 3rpafa Ha yry LleTubcke u Tajawme
KHes Munetune ynuue (naHac byneBap pgecnota (redana), u3a
penpeseHTaTuBHor objekta [lpyre mywke rumHasuje o Cokonae,
MOAWrHYTa je CpeAcTBUMA u3 3aBeluTatba Opahe PagojkoBuh. (By
(BOjy VMMOBUHY, yrnefHA Oeorpajcku TprouM €y OCTaBUMM 3a
OCHUBaMbe 3aflyOuHe noA Ha3mBom ,3afyxbuHa Opahe Hukone
n Bace PajojkoBuha’, ¢ Lwbem Ja ce MOAWKE U LWMPW TPrOBUHCKO
npocsefinBatbe cpnckor Hapoza. Kako ce MMoBHMHa cacTojana yrnaBHOM
071 HenoKpeTHNX Matba y MMon JykuHoj, OpyLukoropckoj, 3maja og Hohaja,
LinHuap JaHkosoj, LleTumbckoj, Kpamuue Hatanuje n KHe3 Muxannosoj

Hoea nanara Tprosauke

Aranewmuje,

3apy®ObuHa

6pahe Papojrosuha

| HoBa 3rpaga Tpro Bavke AKagemuje

Wza arpase Jipyre Mywxe limia-
auje, 10 Hope COKOMAHe, Ha yray
Lienboke u Kxes-Musetuse ymaule
rpajm ce jouw of npoiune roguHe jer
Ha MOHyMeHTalHa rpalesnsa Hame-
wena 3a Tprosauky Axagemujy.
3rpa,na ce TIOJMXXe CPeAcTBUMA U3
‘ ®onma 3anywoune Bpahe Papojxo-
puha,” OMBIIAX YTOGJHMX TProEyglA

demp-a,wm
JagywOuxa je Ouna  HaMeneHa
noMaraiy TproBauke ommaluie, Ka-
KO Ce MMOBWA cacTojana, yrmas-
HOM, M3 HETIOKDETHWX WMama, Oof
KOJUX €y OB DPUXOAH WMARH Ja
ce yHoce y (o, Tako, jJa Ou ce
CAMO WHTepec Of TOra HOBUA TPO-
WHO, Y JAHALIBWM TPUIMKAMA He
61 ce Gp3p JOWAO 10 jeqHe oBaKBe
arpage. Mebymum, r. 1-p Boja Bes-
Kosuh, Kao npen oxfopa 3a-
AyKOMHe, U3Nejc1boBao je y cBoje
BpeMe 3aKoHCKo osmiuheme ga ce
jeman peo wmama npoma, Kako Ou
ce MmiKille MO pPea/M30BaTH Ke-
Jba, M3DAKEHA Y TECTAMEHTY OCHHM-
Baya oBe 3aMyGune. Tako je mpo-
JaTO jefHO 3eMJbMUITe JO CaMOr
Ha KOMe ce 3Tpaia caja
nomnie, Octam fe, nmak, Henpogata
3rpaja TipeKO myTa pambe Mapxa
Bynmerwha w laspunosuba y Kues
Muxajnoso] ymmm u  jow wsewro
IPYTOTa MMatha,

Mposajom oBOr 3emubiuTa NOTO-
piHa GoHa OBe 3aXYNOMHE SHATHO
je nopacra Taxo, ma ce Beh morno

nomprsatsy srpage. 3rpa-

TPHCTYTMTH
Ja he 3a gojur mecent GuTM peh noT-

TyHO JOBpUieHa, a cTajahe npexo
ocam [MMMOHA IMHapa.

Brpaja ®Ma mOpeA JBa BHODRA
cmpara H upocrpan maprep. IIpm
H3paJH IIAHA BOJHIO Ce PAYYHA
0 TOMe Ja 8rpaja OATOB&P& IOT-
nyHo morpeGama TproBauke Axa-
JleMHje, KOj& MAHAC HMA TIDEKO
500 yYeHHKA, & MHCIHIO Ce H H&
Gynyhn pasparak mkoxe. Ilpex:
Buben je morpeGaH 6poj yIHOHANA
H KAOHHETA, KYNATHIO ca& 20 Ty-
meBa, jeJHA BEJHEA CAJI& ca II0-
30PHHIIOM, CANA B3 THMHACTHKY
H  aMHTeATPATHA cnﬁmwma
3a xemujy ¥ (usmky. llpeasube-
He Cy M CJAYMAOHHIE B34 nﬁrry
PHjEHCKH Kype H KauNeJapHje 3a
JTHPEKTOpa, mKoae H
3a/yROHHCKH on6op, koju he ce
TaRObe CMECTHTH y OBOj arpajd.

Karo ymyrpammoct arpajse 6y-
Je JfoppmeHs, HaGaBuhe ce B HA-
MemTaj 38 yIHOHWIE.3a T0 je mpe
JABuhena cyma of 150.000 AWHA-
pa. ¥ jyay mecemy arpaja he 6m-
TH NOTIYHO FOTOBA.

Ynanak u3 OHesHUX HOBUHA Bpememo:{om u32paorve, 11.04.1929. (useop: HEQ)
(ipping of an artidefrom the daily Vreme published, during construction works,

11% April1929 (Nationallibrary of Serbia)
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ynuuy, ynpasa 3aayx0uHe je npofana jefaH Aeo MMarba Aa bu morna
[1a peanu3yje TecrameHTapHy Bosby AapoasLia. Of fobujeHor HOBLA Ha
3a0yOMHCKOM nnady y LLeTkbCKoj YL nogIUrHyT je penpe3eHTaTBHI
objexaT HametbeH LIKONOBakby Oyayfinx Tproaua. 3a mpojekTaHTa je
n3abpaH mnaan beorpapckin apxutekta Jocud Hajman (1894, beorpaa
— 1951, beorpaa), Koju je NPETXOAHO CTeKao 3aBMAHY penyTauujy Kao
ayTop HaLMOHANHOT 3aB0JiA 3a U3pagy HoBuaHuua. LLkona y Lletuibckoj
YNULM jeAnHN je objexat NpocBeTHe HameHe Kojut je HajmaH 13Beo Tokom
(Boje Kapujepe. [pagrba 3rpafie je Tpajana HeWTo BULLE OF FOAMHY
[iaHa, oA 16. jyna 1928. 1o 31. asrycta 1929. roaute. l3Bohere pagosa

)
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Haz3upao je apxuTekta HajmaH, foK je u3Bohau pajoBa 610 MHXerep
Munan [parojnosufi. PenpesenTatBHa 3rpaga Akajemuje TproBuHe
je ocseheHa 22. centembpa 1929. roguHe. (BeuaHoctn ocBehetba
Cy NpWCYCTBOBANW yrneaHW NpPUMagHULIA TProBauke, MpuBpedHe M
duHaHwmjcke enute, nonyT Hopha Bajdepra, Urtbata bajnoHuja, Muxanna
Typuha, npeactaBumum  MunuctapctBa  TproBuHe, YHuBep3uTeta,
beorpapcke oniwTnHe, kao v npodecopn Akagemuje ca haumma. 0 3Hauajy
MoAM3atba jefHOT OBAKBOT CaBPeMEHOr LUKONCKOr 0bjeKTa roBope 1
Hanucu y 6eorpajckoj AHEBHO]j LUTAMIK, KOju Cy MOMHO NPATUIM HeroBy
U3rparby 1 onpemarbe.




Hosa 3rpaga Akaziemuje TprosuHe y CB0joj MPOCTOPHOj OpraHu3aLujn
6una je npBeHcTBeHO nogpeheHa MpocBeTHoj QyHKuMjW. Y u3paan
npojeKTa BOAUIO (e pauyHa fia Ce OAroBOPU (BUM 3aXTeBUMA LLKONe,
Koja je y TpeHyTKy rpafjerba UMana BuLIe OF MET CTOTUHA YYeHNKa,
umajyfin y Bugy u nnaH reHor Gymyher passoja. (xogHo Tome,
npeguleH je notpebaH Opoj yumoHuua u kabuHeta, Bennka cana c
MO30PHILIOM, Cana 3a TUMHACTUKY W amduTeatap, KaHuenapuje 3a
AnpekTopa, npodecope n 3aay06uHcKkK opbop. Y Lenom 06jekTy ykynHo
(e HaLLNO [BAaHAeCT YUMOHMLA 1 LiecT KabuHeTa. Tako je y cyTepeHy
MPojeKTOBaHa Be/MKa IMMHACTUYKA Caa ca CBNauMOHNL,AMa, KynaTuiom
I TylleBMMa, KOTNApHULA LIeHTPANHOT rpejarba U LecT ABOCOOHMX
(TaHOBaA 3a MOCNYXuUTE/be. Y Npu3emiby je LEHTpanHy nosuumjy Lobuo
pernpe3eHTaTiBaH BecTOMN Y Kojiu Cy MoCTaBbeHe Oucte 3ayOuHapa,
[IOK Cy NeBO 11 [leCHO Of Hhera pacriopeleHe yumMoHNLe, KaHLenapuje,
fNeKapcka opauHaLmja, kabuHetu n amguteatap ca 94 mecta u3BedeHa
y XpacToBuHI. Ha npBoMm Cnpaty, u3Hag BecTubWna, Hanasu e Benuka
(BeyaHa cafna ¢ N030pHNLOM Koja Ce MCTUYe 31A0BIMa 1 NnadoHMa (a
TUNCaHUM PafoBIMA jeHOCTAaBHIX NPABYX M NPeUHEHUX NMHIja, 3aTUM
HIA3 yunoHMLa 11 KabuHeTa, npodecopcka kaHuenapuja u bubnuoteka. Ha
[IPYrom Cmpaty, LeHTpaHu NpocTop je 3ay3ena ranepuja Bennke cane,
[IOK Ce Y KpunuMa Hanase yumoHuue u kabuxetn. Ha tpefiem cnpaty
Cy NPOCTPaHa cana 3a payyHoBOACTBO 1 JiBe cane 3a hauka yapyxerba.
06jexar je oamax onpembeH HeOMXOAHIM (aBpeMeHNM UHCTanaLmjama
eNeKTPUYHOr 0CBET/beHba Y MAPHOT rpejatba, Kao ! MOAEPHIM LLKONCKUM
HameluTajem. MoZ0BM y XOAHWUMMA Cy MOKPUBEHW [EKOpaTUBHUM
nsoumMLama, oK ¢y y BM Jpyrum npoctopujama napketi. Konmko
Ce BOAMNO pauyHa 0 GYHKLMOHANHOCTU U KOMQOPY YUeHUKa, FoBOpY 1
MOfATaK Ja Cy (e y XOQHULMMA Hana3iie Yecme 3a BOAY, @ Ha (BaKOM
Cnpaty no jedHa NMpocTpaHa ymuBaoHWua u motpebaq 6poj coba 3a
rapaepoby. MocebHy naxy HajmaH je noceetno ypehervy eHtepujepa
Heyob1yajeHoM 3a KONy, KOjI1 je NeH0 MHOTO BULLIE HEro Cosballikbi
u3rnes srpage.

AKazemcki KOHUMMMpaHa MOHYMeHTanHa rpaheBuHa, 3axBasyjyhin
yraoHoM nonoxxajy nobuna je iBe 60uHe 1 jeaHy LeHTpanHy Gacaay, Koja
MCTWYe 3aceyeHn yrao 3aatba, (Be 3paljeHe y BeliTaukom kameHy. Ha
CpepuLLIbOj dacajm CBoje MecTo cy Ao6unn HatiMcn 0 JobpoTBOpUMA
1 HasmB wkone: Jeno Bace u Hukone Gpahe Padojkosuh w Akademuja
mpzosue. [lok ¢y 6ouHe Gacade 3aBpLUeHe CHAXKHUM PU3anUTUMA, a
LieHTpa/Ha MCTaKHyTa ya3HOM NapT1joM HaTKpUBEHOM 6ankoHom npeor
(npata, LeNOKyNHY apxuTEKTOHCKY KoMNo3uLmjy 06jeantbyje 1 noeHTupa
CHKHO MPOGUINCAHN BEHAL, KOjU Y HajBULLIOj 30HI MIPATU KOHTUHYMPaHa
aTika ¢ ynpolufieHm banyctpaama. Mako ce y cBoM IMKOBHOM 13pasy
Hanasu u3mely akafieMcKor 1 MofiepHor, 3rpada TproBauke akajemuje

HeCyMbIBO je 03HauaBana KpeTarbe ka MOAEPHOj apXUTeKTypU 1 camor
ayTopa 1 6eorpazicke apxuTeKTOHCKe CLieHe. EnemeHT MoZepHor, ocum
Y GYHKLMOHANHOM apaHXMaHy 0CHOBE, UCTIONbeHN CY Y jeAHOCTABHOCTM
npouniwheHnx dacafHux MoBpLUMHA 0CN0BONeHUX [eKopaTUBHOCTY
akafeMCKor PeYHMKa 11 MOCTaBIbatby BENKIX CTaKMEHUX MPO30PCKUX
3acTopa. Ynpaso y Bpeme u3rpagre Akajemuje TprouHe, HajmaHose
Konere OCHMBajy [pyny apxuTekata MOZEPHOr MpaBUa, a Hauena
MOJiepHe M MOJepHa apxuTeKTypa NaraHo 0BaJaBajy HaLMOHATHUM
rpajuTesbCTBOM.

Penpe3eHTaTiBaH LWKONCKM 06jeKaT, MCTAKHYTOM YraoHOM MO3WLMjOM
1 faHac Mapkipa yrao ynuua Lleturscke n bynesapa aecnota (redaHa,
JIOK (BOjOM €CTETUKOM, IMKOBHOLLAY 1 MOHYMEHTAHUM AUMeH31jama
LOMpUHOCM (TBapary ypbaHe cimke oBor mpoctopa. [ogurHyt
CpeAcTBIUMA A0OPOTBOPA CBPCTaBA Ce Y KOPMYC 3HAYAJHUX 3ahyMOUHCKNX
3[atba, KOjil TOBOPE 0 BULUIMM APYLUTBEHUM M €TUYKUM LIWbEBIMA U
BPEAHOCTUMA, JOAATHO OMfeMereHIM eCTETKOM (BOje apXUTeKType.
(ratyc cnomeHuka Kyntype nobuo je 1989. rogmHe, a y HauMOHANHK
peructap KyntypHux fo6apa, ako nogurHyT Kao Tproauka akagemuja,
YNKCaH je Noj Ha3vBOM 3rpaja EKoHomcKe LUKofe, Mo Kojem je fyru Hu3
JeLleHuja no3Har.

/13Bopu:

[JlokymeHTaumja 3aBoja 3a 3awWTuTy CMOMeHWKa KynType rpaja beorpaga, pocvje
CMOMeHVKa KynType 3rpazia eKOHOMCKe LKone

I1AB, Orb, TN ¢ 8-46-1928

(nomenuya [pee exoHomcke wKone ,Bnadumup [lepuh Banmep” 1881-1971 (1971),
beorpaa.

Kadijevi¢, A. (1990), Arhitekt Josif Najman (1894—1951), Moment 18 (Beograd): 100—106.
Duri¢-Zamolo, D. (1992), Josif Najman, Arhitektura i gradevinarstvo Jevreja u Beogradu,
Zbornik Jevrejskog istorijskog muzeja 6 (Beograd): 229-233.

Mihajlov, S. (2017), Josif Najman: Belgrade Architect Between the Two Wars, Serbian studies
vol. 28 no. 1-2 (Bloomington, Indiana USA): 157-177.




Economic School Building

5-7 Cetinjska Street
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The building of the School of Economics, one of the oldest secondary
vocational schools in Serbia, is an inseparable element of the development
of education in the fields of commerce and economics in Serbia, and an
important factor in the overall development of Serbian society after
gaining independence. The development of education in commerce and
later economics started with the founding of first semi-private schools. It
reached its apex in the 1930s, indeed by the construction of this building
in the territory of Stara Palilula. At the time of its construction, this was
the most beautiful and modern school building in the capital. As time

went by, the name of the school changed from the original Academy of
Commerce, to the First State Secondary Technical School of Economics, the
First School of Economics “Vladimir Peric Valter”, and finally the First School
of Economics, the name this educational institution bears today.

The history of commerce education in Belgrade and Serbia reaches
back to the 1840s, when ideas of establishing such a school emerged,
which were adopted by the Law on Organization of the Lycée (Law of the
Public Education Institution), which envisaged the foundation of the first
Business-Commerce School, i.e. the first school of commerce in Serbia.
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Though this school endured for less than a decade, the steps taken
were invaluable for the further development of commerce education in
Serbia. The adoption of the Commercial Law in 1860, which introduced
bookkeeping and accounting to all fields of commerce, made it necessary
to have educated commercial staff. This was made possible by the
establishment of the “Realka”school in 1865, with a number of commercial
subjects in its curriculum. However, due to low interest, Realka was closed
ten years later, having not answered the needs of commerce. Social and
economic climate quickly changed. Serbia expanded its territory in the
war with Turkey, foreign trade was constantly on the rise, the money

market was organized, all of which set the scene for accepting a school
of commerce among people. In these new circumstances, Franja Visek,
a (zech professor at the Military Academy, opened a private school of
commerce, which was situated in the rented House of Jovan Pandela, near
Batal mosque. In 1890 the school was renamed the Belgrade School of
Commerce, only to become the state school of commerce two years later.
With the adoption of the Law on the School and Academy of Commerce in
1900, it became the Serbian Royal State Academy of Commerce, ranking
somewhat higher than the other secondary schools. Its premises were
located in 48 Svetogorska Street, but in 1926 it moved to a new building.
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However, as the new building did not meet the school’s needs from the
outset, a decision was made to build a new, more suitable facility.

The new, modern school building at the corner of Cetinjska and Knez
Miletina (today’s Bulevar Despota Stefana) streets, behind the admirable
building of the Second Men’s Grammar School next to Sokolana, was built
using the funds bequeathed by the Radojkovi¢ brothers. The reputable
Belgradetradersleftalltheirpropertyforthefoundation oftheirendowment
entitled“The Endowment of Brothers Nikola and Vasa Radojkovi¢’, with the
aim of elevating and expanding the commerce education of the Serbian
people. As their property mostly comprised immovables in Pop Lukina,
Fruskogorska, Zmaja od Nocaja, Cincar Jankova, Cetinjska, Kraljice Natalije
and Knez Mihailova streets, the management of the Endowment sold a
part of the properties to realize the benefactors’ will and testament. The
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money gained was used to erect a respectable building for the schooling
of future traders on the bequeathed lot in Cetinjska Street. Young Belgrade
Architect Josif Najman (1894, Belgrade — 1951, Belgrade) was chosen to
create the design, having previously gained an enviable reputation as the
author of the national institute for manufacturing banknotes. The school
in Cetinjska Street was the only educational building Najman designed in
his career. Its construction lasted somewhat over a year, from 16™ July 1928
to 31 August 1929. The works were supervised by the architect Najman,
and were executed by the engineer Milan Dragojlovic. The respectable
building of the Academy of Commerce was sanctified on 22" September
1929. The consecration ceremony was attended by esteemed members of
the commercial, economic and financial elite, such as Dorde Vajfert, Ignjat
Bajloni, Mihailo Duri¢, representatives of the Ministry of Commerce, the




University, the Belgrade municipality, and the Academy’s teachers and
students. The significance of the establishment of this kind of modern
educational structure was attested by the headlines of Belgrade daily
newspapers, which closely followed its construction and furbishing.

The spatial organization of the new building of the Academy of Commerce
was primarily determined by its educational function. During the drafting
of the design, care was taken to answer all the requirements of the school,
which had over five hundred students at the time of its construction, while
also taking into account its future development. Accordingly, the design
envisaged the necessary number of classrooms and subject-specific
classrooms, a large hall with a stage, gymnastic hall and amphitheatre,
offices for the director, teachers and the endowment hoard. A total of
twelve general-purpose and six subject-specific classrooms were built.
A large gymnastic hall with lockers room, bathroom and showers was
designed in the basement, along with a central heating boiler room and
six two-bedroom apartments for the staff. An admirable vestibule with
busts of the benefactors is positioned centrally on the ground floor, while
to the left and right of it are classrooms, offices, the doctor’s office, subject-
specific classrooms and an amphitheatre with 94 seats in oak. Above the
vestibule on the first storey, there is a large gala hall with a stage, where
the walls and ceilings are adorned by plasterwork with simple straight
sophisticated lines. There is also a series of general-purpose and subject-
specific classrooms, the teachers'room and a library. On the second storey,
the central location was dedicated to the gallery of the large hall, while the
wings house general-purpose and subject-specific classrooms. The third
storey is the location of a spacious accounting hall and two halls for student
associations. The structure was immediately furbished with the necessary
electric lighting and steam heating, and with modern school furniture. The
floors in the hallways are covered by decorative tiles, while all other rooms
have floorboards. The care taken to ensure functionality and students’
comfort is demonstrated by the fact that there were drinking fountains in
hallways and a large washroom on every storey, along with the required
number of dressing rooms. Najman paid particular attention to arranging
the interior, which was unusual for a school and was much more appealing
than the actual exterior of the building.

Owing to its angular position, the monumental academic structure has
two side facades and a central facade, which accentuates the angular
design of the building. The facades were all made of artificial stone. The
central facade was adorned by the inscription naming the benefactors
and the school itself: The Work of Brothers Radojkovi¢, Vasa and Nikola
and The Academy of Commerce. While the side facades each end with a
robust avant-corps and the central facade is highlighted by the main foyer

covered by the first-storey balcony, the entire architectural composition
is unified and accentuated by a robustly profiled cornice, which is at the
topmost area followed by a continuous attic with simplified balustrades.
Though the artistic expression of the building is somewhere between
academic and modernist, the building of the Academy of Commerce
undoubtedly signifies the move toward modernist architecture, both of
its author and the entire Belgrade architectural scene. Elements of the
modern, besides the functional arrangement of the foundation, can be
seen in the simplicity of its clear facade surfaces, free of decorations of
the academic style, and in the placement of large-panel glass windows.
At the time of the construction of the Academy of Commerce, Najman’s
colleagues founded the Group of Modernist Architects, and the principles
of modernity and modernist architecture were gradually taking over the
civil engineering in the country.

The reputable school building, accentuated by its angular position, still
marks the corner of Cetinjska and Bulevar Despota Stefana streets, while
its aesthetic, form and monumental dimensions help create the urban
image of this area. Built using patrons'funds, it is listed among significant
endowment buildings, which indicate higher societal and ethical goals and
values, further elevated by the aesthetic of its architecture. It gained the
status of a cultural monument in 1989. Although erected as the Academy
of Commerce, it was recorded in the National Cultural Heritage Registry as
the Economic School Building, the name by which it had been known for
many decades.
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