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Onwmu u32ned ca ucmoka, 1965.
General view from the east, 1965.

WHcTuTyumoHanHo 36pukbaBatbe U CMeLITaj AyLueBHUX OonecHuKa y
(pbuju 3anouetn cy 1861. roauHe y kyhn nekapa Buta Pomute, KacHuje
yyBeHoj [okTopoBoj Kynu, y ynuun Knesa Munowa 6p. 103. [Ip Buto
PomuTa 61o je spyru no peay aunnomupanu nekap y Knexesuri Cpbuju
(npBwu je 6o [pk ap KoHCTaHTUH AneKkcaHapuan).

KynmypHo 0o6po 00 senukoe 3quaja
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Mopeknom UtanujaH n3 Hanyma Hako cnyx6oBatba y Liapurpagy u
bykypeLuty, 1823. rogute fowwao je y beorpa kao MOAUTUYKI €MUTPaHT.
(TekaBLUM MoBepetbe 11 yres kao Jekap, of Georpafckor Besupa je
[0610 LwecT 1 no xeKTapa 3emibe Aa y beorpagy usrpaau kyhy 3a ceojy
nopoauuy. [lp PomuTa je n3abpao nnavy Ha Taga nyctom 1 HeHacerbeHoM




Onulmil u3ened ca 3anaba
B~ « A

MecTy BaH Bapowum y waHuy, anu ca nornesom Ha Tonuugepcko 6pgo,
bexanujcky kocy u ywhe (aBe y [lyHas, no3xatom Kao [y6epesay’ .
MehuTim, 360p Mecta 13a3Bao je Cymy Koa Besupa Koju je Tpaxuo
[ 00yCTaBy rpajkby, 0 UeMy CBEAOYN U aPXMBCKI OKYMEHT ,LUTO fja ce
3nga kyha cnuHa Gabpuum, na ce 6oju aa ce ca Te Kyhie Moxxe TonoBuMa
HaHETW LUTETa HeroBoM KOHaKy y rpagly”> Pomuta ce 6paHuo aa He 3uaa
kyhy ¢ Hamepom f1a Hanaza TBphaBy jep je He 61 OHAA rpaano of bnata
(a YHyTpaLLbUM 31[0BIUMa 0f ApBeTa. Kako je y melyBpemeHy noctao
NNYHN Niekap KHe3a Munolwa, 06paTio My ce 3a nomoh ¢ objaluitberbem fa
je kyha J0BO/bHO YarbeHa 0/ NaLLMHOT KOHaKa, Aa je 3ua BuLue bnatom
Hero Kpeyom 11 Jia TakBa He 61 13pxana Hu feToHaLujy jesHor Tona.?
3rpapna je u3rpaheHa no JOKTOpoBoj esbu 1824. roguHe.

Y okBupy nnaua ap Pomuta je 3acapmo BONAK M BUHOrpaj ca
nnemeHUTUM BpcTama Bofikin 1 no3e Koje je foHeo u3 Utanuje u [puke.

Kaga cy ra beorpahaHu nutanu 3awTo y Tako yaarbeHoM MecTy NoauxKe
kyhy u3jasuo je,6ufie 0Bo Hekaz cpenmHa beorpaga”

MoBplumHa [loKTopoBe Kyne je of 468 M” 1 cacToju ce M3 noapyma,
npusemba W cnpata. Pacmopes npoctopuja je 6Mo CuMeTpuyaH.
Cpeauiwtbn eo npuemsba 3ay31UMao je BecTubun, a neBo U JecHo
04 tera bune cy no Tpu npoctopuje. Cyaehin no npo3opuma moxe ce
MpeTnocTaBuTh fa je npu3emsbe UMano CNopesHy HameHy, a npsu
cnpat ctambeHy W penpeseHTaTuBHy. [pBeHe cTeneHuue Bogune cy
Ha cnpar ca xonom Aumensuja 9,50x7,50 M u3 Kora ce JBOKPUIHUM
BpaTMMa NpUCTYnano y LecT NpocTpaHux ofembetba. [MaBHa u
Hajeefia npocTopuja 3a npujeme, Hanasuna ce y CPefuHu Crparta,
OKpeHyTa MpUNasHoM [BOPULLTY, JOK Cy GouHe npoctopuje Gune
cnagahie cobe. lpocTopuja Ha jyroMCTOYHOj CTPaH jeAuHa je umana
kamuH. (Be TaBaHuLe 6une cy obpahieHe y mantepy ca ieKopaTUBHUM




i

pajiicmoka, npe K0'H3epeamopcko-pecma 0pCKlIX paaoea
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GO viewarom the east, before conservation and restotationworks

npodunaunjama. ApxuTeKTOHCKM, aKko y cebu cjeaumyje pasnuuute
CTNOBE 1 yTHULiaje, HajBULLE je IMana OA/INKe Kyse No YeMy je 1 fobuna
Ha3uB, [lokTopoBa Kyna": ueTBpTacTor 06n1Ka og kameHa 6e3 obpage,
(a Manum npo3opuma y npusemby. lictoBpemeHo, no BennuMHM 1
u3rnefy yHyTpaluker npocTopa UMana je ofjinke KoHaka camo 6e3
Tpema Wnu JOKeaTa, a WTo je 6uno TUNMYHO 3a KOHaKe BUDeHUjux
mbynu. MaKo jeaHocTaBHoOr U3rneda 6una je penpe3eHTaTiBHa 1 CNoba
1 U3HyTpa 3a 10 Ao6a. CnewduuHoCcT cy 61nm Npo3opu ca 3aLnbeHnm
NYKOM OPWjeHTaNHOr KapakTepa Ha cnparty. Heumap kyhe ap Pomute
HUje MO3HAT au Ce NPETNOCTaBsba A je y NUTarby JoManu MajcTop Koju
je mo3HaBao opsuke BankaHcke apxutekType. [laHalitbu NOAYKpYKHY
0TBOpY y npu3emsby u3BedeHu cy npe 1908. roguHe. Ha 3anagHoj
dacagu Ha cnpaty 6uno je momeparba Mpo30pa, anu, HaXanocT,
AYTEHTUYHI LPTeXN U3refa HIUCY CauyBaHu.

HakoH tpu roguHe paga y Cpbuju ap Pomuta je otnywwteH u3 cyxbe
kHe3a Munowua, a npasi pasnosu ocTany ¢y HepasjallitbeHn 1o Kpaja.
00311pOM Ha HOBOHaCTasne OKONHOCTI BpaTHo ce y bykypewut 1827. rae ra
je 3atekna 1 cMpr. Y kyhu Ha [y6epeBLy ocTanu Cy Aa vBe HeroBa xeHa
OpaHuecka, hiepka AHToaHeTa 1 3eT, foKTop baptonomeo KyHubept pogom
u3 MujemonTa. [lokTopoBa cynpyra u fiepka ynytune cy 1832. roguHe
nuemo KHesy Munowuy Koje je rnacuno: ,Tako Ha3saHy kyny [loktoposy,
nHaue kyhy, Kojy je MOKOjHM MOj My OTPaAno, HaCAAMBLLM OKO Hbe 1
BUHOTPAZ, H ja, H1 Moja KN, a Hil MOj 3€T, HIUCMO Y CTakby BILLIE iPXaTH.
Mu je cBu eanHopyLLHo, Balwioj cBeTnoCTY Npefiajemo, Kao CTBap, Koja Tek
Bawwoj ceetnoctin og notpebe 6ut moxke”? Tako je nopoauua Ap Pomure
kyRy noknoHuna apxasu. Mako y LOOPOM CTakby Ayro e pasmarpano
KakBy joj HameHy mopenutu. locne Tpu feleHuje of Taja, feKpeTom
KHe3a Muxauna 1861. roguHe Koju cy notnucanu npeacegHuk CoBjeta,




MUHICTAp YHYTPaLLIbUX [ena v MaBHI cekpeTap (oBjeTa, ofiyyeHo je
fia [lokTopoBa Kyna CiyX1 3a CMeLLTaj AyLueBHIX 60M1ecHKa, MoCTaBLUM
TaKo NpBa neuxmjaTpujcka ycraHosa y Cpbuju nog Hasusom,,JJom 3a cyma
UwaBLLe”.

OnwTm npaBuaMa 0Be MHCTUTYLMje 6uno je nponucaHo ,Konuko fie
Ce 1 KaKBa nLia y 0BO 3aBefieHuje MpUMaTH, 1 Kako he u3apxasatu y
FbeMY; Kao U peryne: o npumatby bonecHnka y [lom 3a ¢ yma cuwablue
W OTMYLITaKY M3 UCTOF; O AYXHOCTUMA CBELUTEHMKA; O MpaBiMa U
[YHOCTUMA ynpaBuTe/ba, yjefHO 1 NeKapa, fekapckor nomohHuKa
1 eKOHOMa; 0 MmoAu3amy (OHAA 3a C yMa CUWaBLUe; O HabaB/batby
nekoBa”® OBaj yKka3 cactojao ce of 37 unaHoBa. By MaLujeHT je
npumsbeH 26. aBrycta 1861. rogute. Mo ycBajary HOBOr 3akoHa 0
ypehetby canutetcke cnyxbe 1881. roguHe [lom npepacta y bonHuy
33 JywesHe Gonectu. Tako je 0Ba 3rpaja nmoctana jefHa ofj MpBUX
Cnewuujann3oBaHIX 3APaBCTBEHUX ycTaHoBa y (pbuju. Yremerbusaun
(aBpemeHe Cpricke neuxmjaTpuje Koju Cy CBOj pajHM Bek NpoBenu y
0B0j 6onHuum 6unm cy: ap Jlasa K. Jlazapesuh, ap MnageH Jankosuh, ap
JoaH Jlanuh, ap Bojucnas Mnahu Cy6otuhi n ap ywan Crojumuposuh,
Kao 1 6pojHin Apyru nexkapu 1 0cobbe Koju Cy AONPUHeN pasBojy
ncuxujatpuje y Cpbuju.

360r CBOjUX apXUTEKTOHCKX BPeAHOCT Kao jeAHa 04 CTapujux
npuBatHuX Kyha moaurHyTAX Ha NpOCTOpy HeKajallkber 3amagHor
Bpauapa (maHac onwtnHa (aBCKM BeHal) U KyNTypHO-MCTOPUjCKUX
BPeAHOCTM Kao npBa ncuxmjatpujcka 6onHmua y Cpbuju, npornatueqa
je 3a cnomenuk Kyntype 1965. rogute (Pewwerbe 3aBoja 3a 3awwTuTy
cnomeHnKka kyntype rpapa beorpaga 6p. 242/8 og 13.10.1965.), a
1975. 3a cnomeHuK KynType of BeANKOr 3Hauaja 3a Peny6nuky Cpbujy
(Omnyka o ytBphuBarby,,,Cn. rnacHuk CPC” 6p. 14/79).

BpemeHom je noctana okocHuua u ,kameH Temesbal” Gpopmupatba
Knunmukor wextpa Cpbuje Koju ce JaHac Hanasm Ko be.
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[Teh, y moky koH3epeamopckux padosa
Ceramic stove, during conservation works

HanomeHe n nuteparypa:

1. TybepesaL je ctapu Ha3ue 3a 6pao usmehy bynesapa Opaniwe ["Enepea n ynuue
KHe3a Munowa, Hekaga nosHato no npeoj Mcuxujatpujckoj 6onHmum y Cpbuju y XIX
BeKy 0TBOpeHOj Y, [loKTOpoBoj Kynu“ Koja ce Ty Hanasuna.

2. ApxuBcka foKymeHTaumja, focuje cnomenka Kyntype Jloktopoa kyna, 33CKIb,
beorpan

3. UcTo

4. C. Munosatosuh, Mpau cpncky ncuxujatpu, Yaconue Cpnckor nekapekor ApyLuTBa,
Becka 9-10, beorpag, 2006.

5. [ip B. Muxajnosuh, Mpau aunnomupann nekapu y 06HoBmbeHoj Cpouju, Cpnckn apxus
3a LienokynHo nekapctgo, |, ap Buto Pomuta, beorpag 1937.

6. C. Munosatosuf, MpBu cpncku neuxmjatpu, Yaconue Cpnckor nekapckor ApyLUTBa,
secka 9-10, beorpag, 2006.




The Doctor’s Tower

103 Kneza Milosa Street

Onwmu u:zznéa ca3anada, 1965.
General view from the west, 1965.. -

Institutional care and accommodation of mental illness patients in
Serbia were initiated in 1861, in the house of doctor Vito Romita, later
known by the name Doctor’s Tower. Doctor Vito Romita was the second
doctor to graduate in the Principality of Serbia (the first was a Greek,
doctor Constantin Alexandridi).

Native Italian from Naples, after serving in Constantinople and
Bucharest, he arrived at Belgrade as a political emigrant in 1823. Having
gained trust and reputation as a doctor, he was given six and a half
hectares of land by the Belgrade Vizier, to build a house for his family.
Doctor Romita chose a land lot in a desolate and uninhabited area
outside of Belgrade town within a trench, but with a view of Topcider

hill, Bezanijska kosa and the Danube and Sava confluence, known as
Guberevac'. However, the selection of location caused suspicion of the
Vizier, who asked him to stop the construction, as testified by an archive
document “why would he be building a house resembling a factory,
there is fear that cannons could be used from the house to damage
vizier's residence in the city"? Romita defended himself, saying he
was not building the house to attack the fortress, otherwise, he would
not be building it out of mud, with interior walls made of wood. In the
meantime he became the personal doctor of Prince Milos, so he asked
him for help, explaining that the house was considerably far from the
Pasha’s residence, that the house is being constructed out of mud rather
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than a lime, and as such it would not withstand even a single cannon
detonation.® The building was constructed according to the doctor’s
ideas in 1824.

On his land, doctor Romita planted an orchard and a vineyard with
noble fruit and vine varieties he brought from Italy and Greece. When
Belgraders asked him why he was building the house in such a distant
place, he said “in some time, this will become Belgrade city center”*

The Doctor’s Tower covers the area of 468 m? including the basement,
ground floor and the first floor. The room disposition was symmetrical.
In the central part of the ground floor was a vestibule, with three rooms
to both left and right sides. Observing the windows, it can be assumed
that the ground floor had a secondary purpose, while the first floor was

the residential and reception area. The upper floor could be accessed
by a wooden staircase, with 9.50m x 7.50m hall leading to six large
departments through a double door. The main and largest reception room
was in the center of the upper floor, facing the entrance courtyard, while
the side chambers were used as bedrooms. The room on the southeast
side was the only one with a fireplace. All ceilings were modelled in
stucco decorative mouldings. Architecturally, though combining various
styles and influences, most of the building’s features resembled a tower,
hence the name“Doctor’s Tower”: square-shaped, made out of untreated
stone, with small windows on the ground floor. At the same time,
according to its size and interior, it had the characteristics of a residence
without a porch, typical of residences of notable people. Though plain by
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(Opanyecka Pomuma npedaje “fJokmo ’f{fm{ M‘unMow!.183g.zoDuHe
Francesca Romita endows the ,Doctor’s To rince i’dfﬁb:gr;vit'in 1832.

the appearance, it had representational exterior and interior for the time
period. Its specific feature is the oriental pointed-arch windows on the
first floor. The constructor of doctor Romita’s tower remains unknown,
but it is assumed that he was a local building craftsman, who knew the
characteristics of Balkan architecture. The semicircular openings on the
ground floor were designed and applied earlier than 1908. The position
of the first floor windows on the western facade has been changed, but
unfortunately, the authentic project drawings have not been preserved.

After three years of work in Serbia, doctor Romita was dismissed from
service of Prince Milos, and the true reasons have remained unclear. Due
to unforseen circumstances, in 1827 he returned to Bucharest, and this
is where he died. His wife Francesca, daughter Antoaneta and son-in-

fpusemme, cpedtba coba
Groundfloorcentral room

law, doctor Bartolomeo Cunibert, a native of Piedmont (Italy) continued
to live in the house in Guberevac. The doctor’s wife and daughter sent
a letter to Prince Milo3 in 1832, saying: “The so-called Doctor’s Tower,
whichis actually a house, built by my late hushand along with a vineyard
around it, can no longer be maintained by myself, nor my daughter or
son-in-law. All of us, unanimously, hand it to your Excellency, as an
object, which may only be of use for your Excellency”? Thus, the family
of doctor Romita donated the house to the state. Though it was in good
quality condition, it had long been considered which function it should
be assigned to. Three decades later, by a decree of Prince Mihailo in 1861,
signed by the President of the Council, the Minister of Internal Affairs
and the Head Secretary of the Council, it was decided that the house




would serve to accommodate mental illness patients, thus becoming
the first psychiatric institution in Serbia, bearing the title “The home for
those who lost their mind”.

The general rules of the institution prescribed “how many and what kind
of persons this facility would receive and support; as well as the rules: on
admitting and dismissing patients into the Home for those who lost their
mind; on the duties of the priest; the rights and duties of the manager, as
well as the doctor, doctor’s assistant and the economist; on establishing a
fund for those who lost their mind; on the purchase of medicines”. The
regulationincluded 37 articles. The first patient was admitted on 26 August
1861. Upon the adoption of the new law governing medical servicein 1881,
the Home turns into a Mental illness hospital. Thus the building became
one of the first specialized healthcare institutions in Serbia. The founders
of contemporary Serbian psychiatry, who spent their entire careers in the
Home, included doctor Laza K. Lazarevi¢, doctor Mladen Jankovi¢, doctor
Jovan Dani¢, doctor Vojislav Mladi Suboti¢ and doctor Dusan Stojimirovic,
as well as many other doctors and medical staff who contributed to the
development of psychiatry in Serbia.

Due to its architectural values, as one of the oldest private houses in
the territory of former Western Vracar (nowadays Municipality of Savski
venac) and cultural-historical values, being the first psychiatric hospital
in Serbia, it was declared a cultural monument in 1965 (Decision by
the Cultural Heritage Preservation Institute of Belgrade No. 242/8 of
13/10/1965), and a cultural monument of major significance for the
Republic of Serbia in 1975 (Decision on declaration, “Official Gazette of
RS”No. 14/79).

In time, the house became the basis and cornerstone for establishing
the Clinical Center of Serbia, now expanding around the complex.

Notes and literature:

1. Guberevac is an old name for the slope between the streets Bulevar Franse D'Eperea
and Kneza MiloSa, once known by the first Psychiatric hospital in Serbia in the 19th
century, in the “Doctor’s Tower” located in the area.

2. Archive documentation, files of the cultural monument Doctor’s Tower, Cultural
Heritage Preservation Heritage Institute of Belgrade

3. Ibid

4.S. Milovanovi¢, Prvi srpski psihijatri, Casopis srpskog lekarskog drustva, sveska 910,
Beograd, 2006.

5. Dr V. Mihajlovi¢, Prvi diplomirani lekari u obnovljenoj Srbiji, Srpki arhiv za celokupno
lekarstvo, I, dr Vito Romita, Beograd 1937.

6. S. Milovanovi¢, Prvi srpski psihijatri, Casopis srpskog lekarskog drustva, sveska 910,
Beograd, 2006.
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OcHoea npusemsoa
Ground floor plan
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