beozpadcka 3adpyza
The building of Belgrade Cooperative
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[nax — hacaoa npema Xepyezoeaukoj ynuyu

Facade from Hercegovacka street



beoepaocka 3adpyea

Kapahophesa 48

Manata beorpapcke 3aapyre Hanasu ce Ha (aBCKoj naguHW, Ha yrny
ynuua TpaBHuuke, Kapahophese n Xepuerosauke y beorpagy, 1 saHac
npeacTaBsba 4eo NOCIeAber HiU3a penpe3eHTaTUBHIX 0bjekaTa Koju cy
Ha 0BOM npocTopy rpafeHn y 6113uHm peke.

Hekaga, y XIX Beky, oBie ce Hana3uo T3B. Manu nujau, Ha Kojem cy
Ce OKyN/baN TProBu ca CBUX CTPaHa, A0K je Aasbe npema (aBu 6uno
MOUBapHO TN0, T3B. LiuraHcka 6apa, kacHuje Ha3BaHa bapa BeHeuja.
Jlo npen Kpaj Beka Ha 0BOM MpeTexHo HeypefeHomM npoctopy
fyhaHu, marase u Tproauke Kyhie 6unu cy nogmsaun yrnaBHom of

TpowWHNX Matepujana. Mefy npBum objekTuma caBpemeHOr HaunHa
00/111KOBatba, TO jecT eBPOMCKOr CTUNA 11 eBPONCKOT HaulHA rPajtbe,
6una je 3rpaja xenesHuuke cTaHuue, noauryta 1884. roaute. Yckopo
Cy 1 HoBe Tproauke Kyfie nobune akazemcku TpetupaHe dacage,
yecTo C HeobapOKHNUM Npo30opuMa 1 noptanuma. fpaheBuHckN GoHg je,
MehyTIUM, 1 flarbe 610 NpeTexxHO OpUjeHTaNHOT KapakTepa.

Ha camom nouetky XX Beka foHeTa je oanyka aa ce Kapahophesa
ynuLa npoayXu [0 Kene3HWuke CTaHuue. TUMe je Ha UUTaBOM
MpocTopy 3anoyeo HoB npupesHu nonet. Jlyka henosuh, Tpro.al




InaeHu xon ca cmeneHuwmem u 2anepujom
Main hall with staircase and gallery

Manor nujaua n npencesHuk YnpasHor ogbopa beorpagcke 3agpyre,
npeny3eha y CHaXHOM MOC/IOBHOM 1 GUHAHCUjCKOM YCMOHY, CUTYPHO
je y BennKoj Mepu yTuLLao Aa ce ynpaBo Ha 0BOM MecTy NoAMrHe HoBa
3rpaga. Kap je 1907. rogute 3rpajia 3aBpLueHa, ambujeHT HekajaLutber
Manor nujaua 206vo je HOB, €BPONCKIA, CABPEMEHI, penpe3eHTaTUBHN
kapakTep. (acBIM 04eKIBaHO, YCKOPO CY y HeNOCPeSHOj 6AN3MHI UKW
HOBI NpecTUXHY 0bjekTu, nonyT kyhe Hopha Byua n xotena,bpucton”,
Tako je TpaHchopmaLmja 0BOr NPOCTOPA, C HOBUM €BPONCKIM INKOM, Y
MOTMYHOCT OKOHYAHA.

beorpancka 3azipyra 3a mefycobHo nomaratbe 1 WTekbY 0CHOBaHa je
1882. roauHe Ha MHULWMjaTMBY rpyne yTULajHUX 6eorpafckuX Tproaa.
3apyra je Tpe6ano Aa nomaxke Cpeitbi CTane, HaPOUMUTO 3aHaTAMje U
Mare TProBLie, y BpeMe Kaj ¢y 6eorpajckin 3eneHalun Hannahuganu o
50 oacTo Kamare Ha (Boje no3ajmuLie. Tokom BpeMeHa, OHa je pasBuna
LUMPOKY AeNaTHOCT 11 MoCTana jefHa of HajKpymHUjuX QUHaHCHjCKUX
yctaHoBa Cpbuje.

beorpazcka 3aapyra 3anoyena je (Boj pag Y jeAHOM JIoKaily npu3emHe
3rpage Ha nouetky Knes Muxaunose ynuue. 3atum ce npecenuna y
npusemHy 3rpagy Ha yrny Jakwuhese ynuue u O6unuhesor BeHLa,
Koja je mo3uaaHa 1 npeypeheHa, ann y cBe pa3BujeHujeM NocoBaby
beorpapcke 3agpyre ybp3o ce nokasana Kao npetecHa. Ha pefoBHoj
CKyNWITUHW aKuuoHapa 3ajpyre 1897. roguHe oanydyeHo je fa ce
MoAuUrHe HOBA 3rpafia. YnpaBa 3adpyre Hanoxuna je ja ce oTkyne
UMarba beorpajckux TProava y OKONMHM Hekadalukber Manor nujaua
Ha (aBu 1 y roprwem feny nopurHe 3rpafa 3a LeHtpany beorpapcke
3ajpyre. 3agpyra je otnoyena rpahere y BAACTUTOj OpraHu3aumji y

InaeHu xon ca MepmepHUM cmeneHuwimem
Main hall with marble staircase

nponefie 1905. roauHe, a 3aBpLueHo je 1907.

3rpaga je MOAMrHyTa mpema npojekTy Tada Bogehux beorpaackux
apxuTekata, npodecopa yHuBep3uteta Angpe (reBaHoBuha 1
Hukone Hectoposuha. [lpywTBeHu nonoxaj beorpapcke 3agpyre
0Jpeauno je penpe3eHTaTUBHOCT U MOHYMEHTANHOCT Kao jefuHu
moryhiu apxuTeKTOHCKN KoHuenT. palieHa je Taja HajmogepHMjM
rpafeBUHCKMM MOCTYNKOM, ynotpe6om apmupaHor 6eToHa, npeu myT
y beorpany, n obpagom ¢acage y BewTaukom kameHy. CpeguiLba,
LieHTpanHa napTuja objekta opujeHTucaHa je npema KapafhopheBoj
YUY 1 HaTNaLLEHa BeSIMKOM CIOXKeHOM Kynonom. Y npeirem eny ce,
npema ynuum, Npeno3Hajy iBe eTaxe — ynasHu ieo 1 (Beyawa cana. ¥
CpeavHU je BeCTMOUA, KOju Ce NpoTexe Kpo3 0be eTaxe, a jeHoeTaxHa
WanTep cana je y 3atem Aeny. 06a 60uHa Kpuna umajy npusemne u
[Ba cnparta. Y npusemibuma 604HMX Kpuna Hekaga cy ounu ayhawu, a
Ha CNpaToB1Ma aflMUHICTPATUBHE W yNipaBHe KaHLenapuje beorpascke
3a/pyre, N T0 y jefHOM Kpuny GaHKapeKor, a y Apyrom ocurypasajyher
0flefbetba.

(DacagHo nnatHO y LENMHM je  pallunakbeHo  pasnuuuTum
APXUTEKTOHCKUM 11 [1eKOpaTUBHAM MOTUBWMA, MOMyT nunactepa,
KOPOOHCKMX BeHala, KOH30M1a, TUMMaHOHA, ¢pu30Ba, KapTywa u
LPYriAX CaMOCTa/HIX ieKOpaTMBHUX efieMeHaTa, na (e o (10604H0
pa3BujeHe GnopanHe nnactuke u GurypanHux ckynntypa. (Bu MoTuBu
Cy Npey3eTn 3 akaeMcKor penepToapa, npe cBera Hapoka, amnm cy y
pyKama /iBjya BennkaHa apxutektype — Hukone Hectoposuha u Angpe
(teBaHoBMha — WHAMBMAYANHO WMHTEPNpeTUpaHN U npunaroheHn
jeBMHCTBEHOM CTUNCKOM U3Pa3y.




Jlemare enmepujepa — magaxuya ynasxoa xona
Interior detail, ceiling in the main hall

Wcnpen uenTpanHe Kynose, a u3Haz rasHor BeHua dacafie, Hanasm ce
durypanta rpyna Xexa ca yemupu demema, y OKBUPY Koje KpyHUCaHa
XeHcka durypa WTUTA Jevje Gurype KOMagom NiatHa, rpaHuuLOM,
KHUTOM 11 CHOMOM XUTa. Y HULIAMa Ha GOYHUM pu3anuTMa rnaBHe
dacage noctaBibeHe cy ¢urype Mewa ca kowruyom w Mywxapay
€a ceumkom. bpojHn pemedun y BUAY KeHCKX Mackil Hanase ce Ha
BPXOBMMA Ne3eHa, U3Haj Npo3opa NPBOF CripaTa 1 y BUCMHU Npo30pa
npu3emiba Ha 00UHUM (acajama, [OK je Haj yna3om noCTaB/beHa
macka Mepkypa.

ExTepujep 3rpage je jeaaH oa Hajnenwunx y 6eorpasckoj apxutekTypu.
Ha noyeTky MepmepHor CTeneHuLITa y IMaBHOM X0y NOCTaB/beHe cy
[iBe NaHAaH durype mnaje xewe y Buy kaHaenabpa, 4ok ce u3Haj
ranepuje y rnaBHom xony Hanasu Agppoduma ca dsa amopa.

YKpace Ha pacafiama n yHyTpallrbe AeKopaTepcke W LUTYKaTypcke
pajioBe Ha 31110BMMa U TaBaHUL 3BeO je 1 u3paamo Opatba Bangman,
rpaf)eBUHCKM NMKOpe3all, JeKopaTuBHe CnKapcke pafoBe rNaBHOT
yna3a bopa Kosauesuh n Angpeja [lomeHuko, 0K je CnuKapuje Ha
ctakny u3seo P. Mapkosuh.

beorpapcka 3aapyra ce ycenuna y 3rpagy HenocpeaHo no 3aBpLUeTKy
pagosa 1907. roguHe ny woj je buna cmeluteHa (e 4o 1944. roguxe, 10
ject no csor ykuaarma. KacHuje je KopucHuk 3rpage noctao leonowuko-
reousnuki 3aBog,,JosaH Myjosuh”.

Tokom cBornocTojarba3srpajaje e nytaagantupana. HajsHauajHuje
N3MeHe Yy HeHoj rpafeBUHCKO-apXMTEKTOHCKO] CTPYKTYpU HacTane
¢y 1956-1957. u 1958-1959. roguHe. Tux roguHa je leonoLko-

Jemarn enmepujepa, Konxa ceeyane cane
Interior detail, ceiling of the ceremonial hall

reoQu3IYKIN 3aBOA PeKOHCTPYMCao MOTKPOBIbE Haj 00a Kpuna npema
TpaBHuukoj 1 XepLieroBaukoj ynuum, a noToM Haa31aao Tpy CrpaTa Ha
Cpenuwbem Kpuny y ABOPULLTY OKO HeKadalutbe wantep cane. 0um
UHTEPBEHLMjaMa U3MetbeH je OMLITI U3ref 3rpajie TUMe LITo €y Ha
KpUnuMa ofiCTpareHa Kybeta, aTuke Cy noctane CnpatoBy, 3a3uaHu
Cy 0TBOpY Yy MpU3eMIbY, KOjil Cy OF YNa3HUX BpaTa y JoKane noctanu
Mpo30pu KaHLenapuja, U ocMpomalleHo je kybe rnasHe (acage, c
Kojer je yKnoreHo KpyHWLLTe, Kao 1 cama dacaja, ¢ Koje je CKNorbeH
car. [IBopuiuHa cTpaHa Takohe je u3meHuna cgoj npBOOUTHN U3rnep.
Bucokonpu3semHo cpeuiurbe Kpuio, Jo6MBLLN TPy CnpaTa, CacBuMm je
U3MEHWI0 NPOCTOPHE 0AHOCE ABOPULLTA 1 OHeMOryluno carnesjaBarbe
npBo6uTHe apxuTeKTOHCKe komno3uuuje. Vinak, cama wantep cana y
YHYTPALLHOCTY 60K 0CTana je MPU3eMHa 1 3eHUTHO 0CBETIbeHa, aNu
He BuILLe ANPeKTHO, Beh MpeKo CBeTNapHMKa Kojuu 06pasyjy Han3uaaHu
[emoBM.

Mocnentwa pekoHCTpYKUMja oBe Georpafcke manate M3BplUeHa je
2014. ropuHe. Y oBMM pajoBuma 6ouHa KybeTa Hucy BpaheHa, Kao Hin
KPYHULUTE LieHTpanHe Kynone, anu je pectaypaunjom ¢acage y sehioj
mepy BpaheH tbeH CTapy ¢jaj. [laHalbyu KOPUCHIK 0BOT NPOCTOpa je
npeny3ehe Belgrade Waterfront — Eagle Hills.

lManata beorpazcke 3agpyre npefcTaB/ba jeHO Of, Haj3HauajHUjUX
fiena Georpajicke u cpncke apxutekType u3 npBe AeeHnje XX Beka
W jefHO OA Hajycmenujux pena apxutekata Angpe (teBaHoBuha u
Hukone HectopoBuha. OHa cnafa y pen Hajpenpe3eHTaTUBHMjUX
npumepa beorpaacke apxutekType. lpeko oBe nanate oapaxasajy ce




Jlemar enmepujepa
Interior detail

pa3BUjeHmji [PYLUTBEHN OBHOCK 1 HaNPefoBatbe rpaja Ha noueTky XX
Beka. OHa je JOKyMEHT NpBOr OpraHn30BaHUjer 0CBajatba NPUCaBCKIX
TepeHa 1 cunaxketba rpajia Ha peuHe obane.

360r CBOjUX APXUTEKTOHCKO-YPOAHUCTUUKIX U KYNTYPHO-UCTOPHU]CKIX
BpeAHOCTI beorpazicka 3aapyra NpornalleHa je 3a CIOMeHNK KynType
— KynTypHO 106p0 0ff BENMKOT 3Hauaja.

JIUTEPATYPA:

1. B. 1. JloHuapcku, Manu nujau Ha CaBu kpajem XIX v nouetkom XX Beka, Hacnee, VI,
beorpap, 2005.

2. [lokymeHTawmja 3aBoja 3a 3aLLTUTY CNOMeEHMKA KynType rpada beorpaga — nocuje
(K 86.




The building of Belgrade Cooperative

48 Karadordeva Street

il

The Belgrade Cooperative Palace is located on the Sava River slope, on
the corner of Travnicka, Karadordeva and Hercegovacka streets in Belgrade;
today, it is recognized as a part of the last series of the representative
buildings constructed in the vicinity of the river in this area.

Formerly, in the 19th century, there was a small market-place called “Mali
pijac” here, where traders coming from different places used to gather;
farther towards the Sava River, there was the marshland, the so-called
Gypsies'Bog, later called the Venice Bog. Until the near end of the century,
shops, warehouses and trading houses made of mainly decrepit materials

BEOI'PA]Jl, Beorpaacka 3aapyra
Belgrade, Palais de I'association
de Belgrade.

had been built in this prevailingly undeveloped area. The building of the
Railway Station, erected in the year 1884, was among the first buildings
erected using contemporary methods, specifically, the European style and
the European method of construction. Soon, the facades of new trading
houses were also being treated academically, frequently with the windows
and the portals in the Neo-Baroque style. The Construction Fund, however,
was still that of a prevalently oriental character.

At the very beginning of the 20th century, a decision was made that
Karadordeva Street would be extended all the way to the Railway




Station. It was for that decision that the whole of the area
started exuding a new economic enthusiasm. Luka Celovi¢, a
trader in the “Mali pijac” and the President of the Managing
Board of the Belgrade Cooperative, an enterprise achieving
a powerful business and financial rise, certainly had a great
influence on erecting the new building at this location. When
the construction of the building was brought to an end in
1907, the ambience of the former “Mali pijac” received a
new, European, contemporary and representative character.
Quite soon, as had been absolutely expected, new prestigious
buildings, such as Dorde Vuco’s House and the “Bristol” Hotel,
emerged in the immediate vicinity. Thus, the transformation of
this space, with a new European appearance was completed.

The Belgrade Cooperative for Interpersonal Help and Savings
was established upon the initiative of a group of influential
Belgrade traders in 1882. The Cooperative should have been
providing help to the middle class, especially to craftsmen and
small merchants, in the time when Belgrade usurers charged
up to 50 percent interest on their loans. Over time, it developed
its broad activity and became one of the most massive financial
institutions in Serbia.

The Belgrade Cooperative began to operate in a shop of a
ground-floor building at the beginning of Knez Mihailova
Street. Then, it moved to a ground-floor building on the corner
of Jaksiceva Street and Obilicev Venac, which additional spaces
were built on and which was rearranged, but in the ever-
increasing business operations performed by the Belgrade
Cooperative, that space soon proved to be over cramped. At
the Regular Session of the Assembly of the Shareholders of
the Cooperative held in 1897, a decision was promulgated
that a new building would be erected. The Management
of the Cooperative ordered that the estates of the Belgrade
merchants surrounding the former “Mali pijac” on the Sava
should be bought and that in the upper part, a building for the
Headquarters of the Belgrade Cooperative should be erected.
The Cooperative independently organized the construction
works in the spring of 1905 and brought them to an end in
1907.

The building was designed by the leading Belgrade architects
of the time, the university professors Andro Stevanovi¢ and
NikolaNestorovic. Thesocial position ofthe Belgrade Cooperative
dictated the representativeness and monumentality as the
only possible architectural concept. It was constructed by




applying the most modern construction technique at that
time, by using reinforced concrete for the first time in Belgrade
and treating the facade with artificial stone. The focal, central
foyer of the building is oriented towards Karadordeva Street
and accentuated by a huge complex dome. In the front part,
towards the street, one becomes aware of the two floors — the
entrance area and the ceremonial hall. In the middle, there is
a vestibule spreading through both floors, whereas a single-
floor desk hall is located in the rear. Both lateral wings have a
ground floor and two floors. In the ground floors of the lateral
wings, there used to be shops, whereas on the floors, there
used to be administrative and managing offices of the Belgrade
Cooperative, namely the offices of the Banking Department in
the one wing and those of the Insurance Department in the
other.

The facade canvas, on the whole, is decomposed by different
architectural and decorative motifs, such as the pilasters, the
cordon cornice, the consoles, the tympanums, the friezes, the
cartouches and the other independent decorative elements,
all the way to the freely developed floral plastic and figural
sculptures. All the motifs were taken from the academic array,
the Baroque first of all, but in the hands of the two great
architects — Nikola Nestorovi¢ and Andro Stevanovi¢ — the
same were individually interpreted and adapted to the unique
stylistic expression.

In front of the central dome, and above the main cornice of
the facade, there is the figural group called A Woman with Four
Children, within which the crowned female figure protects
the figures of the children with a piece of a canvas, a twig, a
book and a sheaf of grain stalks. In the niches on the lateral
avant-corps of the main facade, the figures called A Woman
with a Beehive and A Man with a Roll are placed. The numerous
reliefs in the form of women’s masques are on the tops of the
lesenes (pilaster strips), above the window of the first floor and
at the level of the ground-floor window on the lateral facades,
whereas the masque of Mercury is placed above the entrance.

The interior of the building is one of the most beautiful in
Belgrade architecture. At the beginning of the marble staircase
in the main hall, there are two counterpart figures of a young
woman in the form of a candelabrum, while above the gallery
in the main hall, there is Aphrodite with Two Amors.

The ornaments on the facades and the interior decoration and
the stucco works on the walls and the ceiling were performed




and made by Franja Valdman, a figurative sculptor; the decorative
painting works of the main entrance were done by Bora Kovacevi¢ and
Andrej Domeniko, whereas the painting works on glass were performed
by R. Markovic.

The Belgrade Cooperative moved into the building immediately upon
the completion of the works in 1907 and was located in the said building
as long as until 1944, i.e. until its abrogation. Later, the “Jovan Zujovi¢”
Geological-Geophysical Institute became the user of the building.

The building has been refurbished several times during its existence.
The most significant changes in its construction-architectural structure
weremadein 1956—1957 and 1958—1959. In those years, the Geological-
Geophysical Institute reconstructed the loft above both wings towards
Travnicka and Hercegovacka streets, only to then additionally build three
floors on the middle wing in the yard around the former desk hall. These
interventions changed the general appearance of the building by having
had the cupolas removed from the wings, the attics transformed into the
floors, the openings on the ground floor closed, being transformed from
the entrance doors to the shops into the windows of the offices, and
the cupola of the main facade impoverished by the elimination of the
crenellation from it, as well as the facade itself, from which the clock had
been removed. The yard side also changed its original appearance. With
the three new additionally constructed floors above the high-ground-
floor central wing, the wing completely changed the spatial relations of
the yard and made it impossible to perceive the original architectural
compositions. Yet, the desk hall itself in the interior area of the block
remained at the ground-floor level and retained its zenith illumination,
but no longer directly, but rather through the skylight structure formed
by the additionally built parts.

The last reconstruction of this Belgrade palace was carried out in 2014. In
these works, the lateral cupolas were not returned, nor was the crenellation
of the central dome returned, either, but by the restauration of the faade,
its old splendor was returned to a greater extent. The Belgrade Waterfront
— Eagle Hills enterprise is today’s user of this space.

The Palace of the Belgrade Cooperative represents one of the most
significant works of the Belgrade and the Serbian architectures of the first
decade of the 20th century and one of the most successfully achieved works
done by the architects Andro Stevanovi¢ and Nikola Nestorovi¢. It ranks
among the most representative examples of Belgrade architecture. Through
this palace, the more developed social relationships and the progress of the
city at the beginning of the 20th century are reflected. It is the document of
the first more organized conquering of the terrains located in the vicinity of
the Sava River and the city’s descending onto the riverbanks.

5240300 cuitl, UYL j_ei{a thomozpacuja
Corzioniul iull, sl D00

Due to its architectural, urban, cultural and historical values, the
Belgrade Cooperative has been declared a cultural monument — a
cultural good of great significance.
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