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Cnomenuk Byky Kapauuliy
The monument to Vuk Karadzi¢

CnomeHuk Byky Kapayuhy, Ha yrny Py3sentoBe ynuue u byneBapa
Kparba AnekcaHapa, (BeyaHo je OTKpuBeH 7. HoBembpa 1937. roauHe,
MoBOJOM MpocnaBe cTonedeceToroauiLrbuLe Bykosor pohersa. [eno je
MCTaKkHyTOr cpnckor ckyanTopa hopha JosaHosuha.

Waejy o nogu3arby cnomeHuka nokpeHyna je Cpricka KibixeBHa 3afipyra
Ha ceHuLm TnasHor ofbopa 15. centembpa 1920. rogute. MpeapuheHo je
[1a CIOMeHVK byzie U3n1BeH y GpOH31 1 MOCTaBIbeH Ha FPAHUTHOM NMOCTOMbY,
a 3a tberoy u3pagy Tpebano je Aa byne pacnicaH OMLLTEjyroCNOBEHCKY
KOHKYpC. HapeiHuX JeceT roguHa Tpajano je cakynibatbe npunora y Lienoj

(nomeHuk K)}ﬂmj/pe

Cpbuju 1 1931. roauHe cyma je usHocuna 305.000 auHapa, na je oTnoyeta
u3paga cnomenmka. Ha cyrectuje Ypowa [Mpeawha u borgana lonosuha,
0[yCTano ce of} NPBOOUTHE 3aAMMCIIN O PACTIACUBALY OMLLITE]yrOCTOBEHCKOT
KOHKYP(a, a BULLIeUNaHa KoMIncja, Kojy Cy caumrbasami lepa Monosuh, Ypowu
Mpenwh, Berbko Metposuh v boraaH Monouh, npernesana je v npuxeatina
MakeTy BykoBor cnomeHiKa Kojy je u3paguo hophe JopaHosuh. Mo yrosopy
KOjut je 3aK/byueH (a YMETHUKOM, 6poH3aHa ckynnTypa je Tpebano aa byne
BUCMHE TP MeTpa, a 3a u3pagy ckynntype CK3 ce obasesana fa ucnnam
300.000 auHapa.




JosaHosuh je 1932. roguHe mogen ckynntype npekeo y lpar, rae je
Tpebano aa opuruHan byae nnueeH y 6po3u. Beh 1933. rogute rotos
CnomeHuK je 6uo npebaueH y beorpag, rae je cee 4o 1937. roanHe yekao
Ha TauHo oapehuBatbe floKauuje.

Mutatbe nokaumje 3a cnomeHuk Byka Kapayuha pewwasaHo je y
BPEMEHCKOM NepuoAY AyeM 0 neTHaecT roguHa. Hepyro HakoH Opnyke
(K3 na ce nogurHe cnomenuk Byky Kapayuhy, 1921. roaute fowwao je n
MpBY Mpeasor 3a MecTo NocTaB/batba CMoMeHIKa. lpeanor je usHeo
Jaxuno MKusamesuh, 0g60pHUK y CKynwTMHM beorpaga, a naejom
[ia ce napk kop MenesHnuke CTaHuLe Ha3oBe Bykoga 2paduHa n jia ce y
OKBUPY Hbera noctau Bykosa bucta. Mako je npeanor ofbujeH, ocTaje kao
perneBaHTHO (BEOYAHCTBO O Pa3Bojy 0Be Uzeje.

MpBMM 3BaHUYHIM peLuetbem U3 1932. ropuHe oppeheHo je aa ce 3a
nopm3arbe cnomeHuka Byky Kapayufy yctynu mecto y cpeauHu napka
npef YHuBep3uTeTom (faHatton (TyeHTckm napk), namehy cnomeHnka
Docutejy O6bpagosuhy u Jocudy Manumhy. Unak, 1937. roguke,
HemocpenHo npep obenexaBatbe CToneeceToroAnLbuLe Bykosor
pofietba, NPOMetbeHa je 0fTyKa 0 MecTy nocTaB/barba CnomeHuka. Kao
HOBa 11 KOHauHa noKkauyja, oapeheHo je MecTo Ha yrny bynesapa kpaba
AnekcaHppau Py3entose ynuuey lMapky hupuna n Metoauja. Oy oanyky
Cy 3ajenHnuku foHeny OnwwTHa beorpapcka, (pncka KrbIkeBHa 3aapyra,
Onbop 3a npocnasy AaHa Bykosor pofiera, Koju je ocHoBana (pncka
KparbeBcKa akafieMuja, Te HayuHa U KynTypHa jaBHOCT 11 rpajicke BRacTy.
On6op ce obpatio npeacesHuky OnwruHe 6eorpaacke Bnaan Unuhy pa
rpajicke BNACTU Ofpesie MecTo cnomeHunKa Byky, Koju je og 1933. roguHe
cTajao y aopuwty (pncke KrbuxkeBHe 3aapyre. Komucuja ca Hypom
bajanosuhiem, Munanom Koctuhiem u supektopom TexHuuke aupekuuie,
AnekcaHpapom benufiem, Te npeactaBHuKom Cpricke KibikeBHe 3aapyre
Masnom lMonosuhem 1 Bnagumupom hoposuhiem Ha CeAHMLIM 0APXKaHO]
5.jyna 1937. roaunHe fioHena je ogyky:

[Towmo cy ynaxosu 0d6opa ynosHamu ca mewkohama 3a ocmeaperse
npednoza cnoMeHuKa nped 32padom cmapoz YHueep3umema u nowimo
Cy npoyueHa dpy2a Mecma Koja 6u mozna dohu y 063up 3a nocmassvere
cnomeHuka Byky Kapauuhy, koju je uspahen mpydom (pncke KrbUxxeaHe
3a0pyee, CnNOpasymHo je 007y4eHo 0a je 08dj CNOMEHUK Hajoosbe
nocmasumu Ha yeny ynuue Kparea Anexcandpa u lemeose y napky hupuna
uMemoouja.

HakoH Tora, 3anoueta je u3paga noctameHTa CnomeHuKa u ypehere
npoctopa. Ozbop 3a npocnasy cTonefeceToroAnwbuLe pofiersa Byka
Kapayuha ogpeawo je fa ce npocnasa ynpunuun 6, 7. u 8. HoBem6pa
1937. roanHe, a Kao AaTym (BEYAHOT OTKPMBatba CrIOMEeHIKa 0fpeauo je
Hepeby, 7. HoBem6pa, y 11.30 uacoBa.

eoapaba(uxonwmuncl(uxm_)_sm_m, 1937. ;
lic.from Belgrade City GaZette, 1937053
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MpocnaBa je oTmoyena (BeYaHOM KOMEMOPATUBHOM CEAHULOM
rpaackor Beha, 6. HoBemOpa, 1 roBopom Bnage Wnuha, npeaceaHuka
OnwuHe 6eorpascke. Mctor faHay HapoAHOM N030puLLTY OpraH30BaHoO
je CBevaHo Beue, Ha Kojem je roBopuo Bnaaumup hoposuh, npodecop
YHuBep3uTeTa, NOTOM Cy U3BefeHM KoHLepT [pBor beorpackor neBaukor
[PyLUTBA U anoTeo3a y TpU CMKe Byk u ke2080 000a, Kojy je Hanucao
KibikeBHUK boxkuaap Koauesmh.

[Jpyru nan npocnase, 7. HOBeMOPa, 0TNOYEO je CBeUYAHOM apXujepejckom
anyx6om 1 nomeHom Byky Kapaymhy y Lipksu (8. Anekcanppa Hescxor,
HaKOH uera je (BeYaHO OTKPUMBEH CMoMeHuK. Ha oTkpuBarby je Bepcku
0bpen 06aBuo BuKapHu enuckon Bukentuje MposaHoB, Y3 MpUCycTBO
nornaBapa (rapokatonnuke upkse ap Huka Kanohepe. OkynsbeHum
rpahaHuma npsu ce obpatino npefceaHuk Cprcke KibikeBHe 3afpyre
Masne Monouf, a 3a toim 1 npeacefHuk OnwTrHe Georpaacke Bnaga
Mnuh. CBeyaHOCT je Tora AaHa 3aBpLueHa akagemmjom Ha Konapuesom
YHUBEP3UTETY, Ha Kojoj Cy roBopuni Anekcanpap benuh, npencegHuk
(pncke KpabeBcke akafieMuje, U UCTAKHYTa KrbibkeBHULA Mcupopa
Cexynuh. Hanocnetky je Akapemcko neBauko ApywrtBo ,06unuh”
otnesano necvy Anomeosa Byky Jocuda Mapuxkosuha, Koja je neaHa
nefieceT roAuHa paHuje, npuanKkom npeHoca Bykosux kocTujy y beorpag.
Tpefin aa, 8. HoBem6pa, npociaBa je HacTaBbeHa y Jlo3Huuy, ocehersem
Bykosor [loma kyntype, ny Tpwwiuhy, mecty teroor poherba.

(nomeHuK npunaja CTaHAAPAHUM WUKOHOTPadCKUM MpuKasuMa y
OKBUPY CpNCKe YMETHOCTU 1 MpefcTaB/ba Byka Kapaymha kao yoBeka y
3penum rogrHama. KoHumnmpat je no KaHoHMMa akasemcke yMeTHOCTI
Koja MoOuYMBA Ha HaTypanu3my U Bepu3My, Kao W Ha upeanu3aumju
cybjekTa. Y TOM CMUCTY HarmalleHa je WAeanu3oBaHa, MOPTPeTcka
peanucTYHOCT, a Kao Hen30CTaBaH NKOHOrPAdCkin CUMOON KrbXKEBHOCT
1 NPOCBETUTEIbCTBA, Y IECHOj PyLLA je MpeCTaBbeHa Kibura. Kao wwro je
paHuje HarnaLlaBaHo, y 06pasnoxerby a e pad Ha CNOMeHIKY noBepi
JoBaHoBUMY HaBeJEHO je Ja je yMETHUK Y paHujeM Nepuogy u3pasuo
HekonnKo ckynnTypa Byka Kapatuha. Tokom 6opaska y Mapu3y 1893. n
1894. ronuHe, JoaHoBuh je 3paano MeaarboH ¢ BykoBum nnkom, a Ha
dacaau BarbeBcke rumHasuje nocTaBsbeHa je Bykosa bucta.

Ha 6eorpaackom cnomenuky, Byk Crepaqosuh Kapayuh je npukasa y
[OHeKNe XujepaTuyHOM U CTaTuuHOM cefiehem cTaBy. Hore cy npekpuBeHe
TeLKOM [ipanepujom, a y AECHoj pyuM je npuKasaHa Kibira, Kojy Byk
[P HACNOH-EHY Ha KoneHo. [InHaMUKa je HarnalueHa 6naro potupaHum
nokpetom rase. CnnmuHy ckynntypanHy dopmy cepehie Qurype
JosaHosuh je Beh paHuje npuMeHno Ha KoHuenTy [yciapa, n3BeaeHor
3a (NomeHIK KoCoBCKIM jyHauuma y Kpywesuy, 1904. Cama npeficTaBa
je  pewHTepnpeTauMja KMaCMUYHOr PeHeCaHCHOr MOTMBA, OJHOCHO




npukasa Mukenanhenosor Mojcuja u3 upkse CaH [ljetpo uH BuHkonm y
Pumy. C 0631pom Ha To Aa je peu o cnomeHuKy nocsefieHom jeaHoj 04
Haj3HaYajHUjX TMUHOCTY CPTICKe KYNTypHE UCTOpUje, KapaKTepucTuuaH
je FberoB aHaLMOHanaH KapakTep, LUTO Ce MOXe MpUMNCaTi KOHLenTy
WEeonoruje MHTerpanHor JyrocnoBeHctBa, y 1o foba Bnapajyfiem u
MoXKerbHOM, Ha LUTa je nocpenHo ykasao [lasne Monosuh y cBom roopy
Ha OTKPUBakby CNOMEHNKa:

..[Jodajme mome da je Bykogo deno umarno ymuyaja u y yenom Hawem
mpoumeHom Hapoody. KrwuxesHocm Hawe Opahe Xpeama ocemuna
je maj ymuyaj u eenuKu nokpem Xpeamckoz npenopodd, jedaH 00
HajnazopodHujux NoKpema xpeamcke nogecmu, ycaojuo je Bykos je3urk,

Ha maj ce HayuH u3gesno dyxoeHo jedurcmao (pba u Xpsama. Hu Crosenyu
HUCy ocmanu 8ax ymuydja Hawez Byka. OHu ¢y jow u camu capahueanu Ha
roe2080m deny. Konumap je 6uo arfeo xpanumesb rwez08. Y3 Byka dakne, u
0KO Hoe2a Hacmanda je jedHa 6nazopodHa dyxosHa 3ajedruya (pba, Xpeama
u (riogeHaya, npemeya 0aHAlLHbe OpXasHe 3ajedHue... 2

Tophe JoBaHoBuh, aytop BykoBor cnomeHuka, 006pa3oBaH Ha
akajemckuM ctyaujama ymetHoctn y beuy, Munxery wu [Mapusy, 6uo
je #obpo ymo3HaT ¢ MoCTyNnaTMmMa XyMaHUCTUUKe 3HaHOCTW 1 ynyhieH
y NpaBuna npukasvBarba WUCTOPUjCKUX NMYHOCTA. Takohe, y CBOM
MMO3aHTHOM 0mycy u3Beo je oko 600 CKynnTypanHuX pafioBa, 04 Kojux
Cy MHOrM Guan MOpTPeTU CPNCKMX BeNKaHA, MMNNEMEHTUPaHI Kao
jaBHU cnomeHnLy, Te ce ctora o Hhophy JoaHosuhy Moxe rooputy Kao
0 HALMOHANHOM 1 iPXXaBHOM YMETHUKY U MUOHIPY Bajapcke yMETHOCTI
y Cpbuju. Tako cteueH yrnen, omoryhaBao je JoBaHoBuhy Aa y cpnckoj
KYNTYpHOj CPefuHM yecto fobuja mpojekTe u3page CMomeHuka 6e3
y4ecTBOBatba Ha KOHKypcMa. (BY 0BY HaBoAM onakLuany ¢y JosaHosuhy
[ia 0 n3bopy ayTopa CnoMeHuKa He Byae HefoyMULIA HUTU MonemiKa y
jaBHOCTN.

(nomeHnk Byky Kapaywuhy npunaga rpyni penpe3eHTaTUBHUX I
MOHYMEHTaNHIX jaBHUX CMOMEHIKA MOAWTHYTUX 3aCTyMHUM NIMYHOCTMA
pnckor Hapopa. Mako 13BefieH TOKOM MO3HOT Mepuoja yMETHUKOBOT
[1eNI0Bakba, CIOMEHMK HOCY CBe KBA/UTETe ayTopCKOr U3pa3a. 360r CBOjuX
KynTypHo-ucTopujckux BpeaHoctu, Cnomennk Byky Kapayuhy yTephen
je 3a kynTypHo A06po (Peluerbe 3aBofa 3a 3aLUTUTY CMOMEHIKA KynType
rpagia beorpaga 6p. 3/17 og 22. 3. 1965).
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The monument to Vuk Karadzic

The monument to Vuk KaradZi¢ at the corner of Ruzveltova Street and
Kralja Aleksandra Boulevard, a work of the prominent Serbian sculptor
Djordje Jovanovi¢, was unveiled on 7 November 1937 on the occasion of
the 150th anniversary of Vuk’s birth.

The erection of a monument to Vuk was initiated by the Srpska Knjizevna
Zadruga (SKZ, Serbian Literary Cooperative) at its board meeting of 15
September 1920. A Yugoslav-wide competition was supposed to be launched
for a statue which would be cast in bronze and mounted on a stone pedestal.
In 1931, after a ten-year fundraising campaign across Serbia, the amount
raised was 305,000 dinars. At the suggestion of Uro$ Predi¢ and Bogdan
Popovi¢, the original idea of a nationwide competition was abandoned
and a commission composed of Pera Popovi¢, Uro3 Predic, Veljko Petrovic

and Bogdan Popovic, after careful consideration, accepted the model of the
monument submitted by Djordje Jovanovic. Under the terms of the contract
concluded between the sculptor and the SKZ, Jovanovic was to deliver a 3-m-
tall bronze statue in exchange for a payment of 300,000 dinars.

In 1932 Jovanovic had the model transported to Prague to have it cast in
bronze. In 1933 the bronze statue was transported to Belgrade, but it took
a few more years — until 1937, for the site to be selected.

The question of the site for the monument had been at the table for
more than fifteen years. The first proposal came from Danilo Zivaljevi,
a city councillor, in 1921, shortly after the SKZ initiated the erection of
the monument. His idea was to set up the monument in the park by the
main railway station which would be accordingly renamed Vuk’s Park. The




proposal was rejected, but it remains a useful
testimony to the evolution of the idea.

The first official decision of 1932 envisaged
the erection of the monument in the middle
of the park across from the University (present-
day Students’ Park), between the monuments
to Dositej Obradovi¢ and Josif Pancic. Shortly
before the commemoration of the 150th
anniversary of Vuk KaradZi¢'s birth in 1937
the decision was changed in favour of the
monument’s present-day location in the
Park of Cyril and Methodius, as a result of full
agreement among the SKZ, the City Council,
the Committee on the Celebration of the Day
of Vuk’s Birthday set up by the Royal Serbian
Academy, and the academic and cultural
communities. The Committee had written to
the Mayor of Belgrade, Vlada lli, requesting
that the City select the site for the statue
that had been waiting in the courtyard of the
SKZ since 1933. A committee composed of
Djordje Bajalovi¢, Milan Kosti¢, head of the
City’s Technical Directorate, Aleksandar Belic,
Pavle Popovi¢, representative of the SKZ, and
Vladimir Corovi¢, at the meeting held on 5 July
1937, reached the following decision:

‘After all committee members have been
advised of the difficulties faced by the proposal
for setting up the monument in front of
the building of the old university and after
consideration given to other potential sites for
the monument to Vuk KaradZi¢ which had been
made through the effort of Srpska Knjizevna
Zadruga, it has been agreed that it would be
best to set up the monument at the corner of
Kralja Aleksandra and Geteova streets in the
Park of Cyril and Methodius.”

There ensued the crafting of the pedestal and
the preparation of the site. The Committee on
the Commemoration of the 150th Anniversary
of the Birth of Vuk KaradZic set the dates for
the commemoration for 6, 7 and 8 November
1937. The unveiling ceremony was scheduled




for Sunday, 7 November, at 11.30 am.

The celebration began on 6 November with a
commemorative meeting of the City Council and
the address of the Mayor, Vlada llic. Later in the
day a formal ceremony was held at the National
Theatre, where the speech delivered by the
university professor Viadimir Corovi¢ was followed
by a performance of Belgrades First Singing
Society and the apotheosis in three scenes Vuk and
His Times written by BoZidar Kovacevic.

The second day, 7 November, began with the
celebration of the holy liturgy and a memorial
service forVuk Karadzi¢ at the church of Alexander
Nevsky, and continued with the unveiling of the
monument. The monument was consecrated by
the titular bishop Vikentije (Prodanov) with the
attendance of Dr. Niko Kalogjera, head of the Old
(atholic Church. The people in attendance were
addressed by the President of the SKZ, Pavle
Popovi¢, and by the Mayor of Belgrade, Viada
ilic. The day ended with a formal event at the
Foundation of llija M. Kolarac where Aleksandar
Beli¢, President of the Royal Serbian Academy,
and the authoress Isidora Sekuli¢ delivered
addresses, and the Academic Singing Society
‘Obili¢’ sang the Apotheosis of Vuk composed
by Josif Marinkovi¢, which had been sung fifty
years earlier on the occasion of the transfer of
Vuk KaradZi¢'s bones from Vienna to Belgrade.
The third-day events, 8 November, took place
in Loznica, where Vuk's Cultural Centre was
consecrated, and in TrSi, his birthplace.

The monument follows the usual iconography
in Serbian art and depicts Vuk as a mature man.
Abiding by the conventions of academic art based
on naturalism and verism and on the idealisation
of the subject, it seeks to capture the likeness of
the model and uses an unavoidable iconographic
symbol of literature and education, a book in his
right hand. Among the arguments for the decision
to commission the monument from Djordje
Jovanovic was the fact he had already done a few




portraits of Vuk. While staying in Paris in 1893 and 1894 Jovanovi¢ did a medallion with
Vuk'simage and a bust for the facade of the grammar school in Valjevo.

The Belgrade statue of Vuk KaradZi¢ shows a somewhat hieratic and static seated
figure whose dynamic amounts to a slight movement of the head to one side.
Vuk’s legs are covered with heavy drapery and he holds in his right hand a book
resting on his knee. Jovanovi¢ had used a similar seated figure pattern for the Gusle
Player for the Monument to the Heroes of Kosovo in KruSevac in 1904. The image is
a reinterpretation of a classical Renaissance motif, Michelangelo’s Moses from the
church of San Pietro in Vincoliin Rome. Considering that the monument is dedicated
to one of the most important figures in Serbian cultural history, its anational
character may seem surprising but it can be explained by the then ruling ideology
of integral Yugoslavism, as indirectly pointed out by Pavle Popovic in his speech at
the unveiling ceremony:

'Add to that that Vuk’s work had an influence in all our three-named people. The
literature of our Croat brothers felt that influence and the great movement of Croat
revival, one of the noblest movements in Croat history, adopted Vuk’s language and in
that way the unity of Serbs and Croats was achieved. Nor did the Slovenes remain out
of the reach of our Vuk’s influence. They even collaborated on his work. Kopitar was his
bread providing angel. Thus, at Vuk's side, and around him, a noble spiritual union of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was created, a precursor of the present-day state union... 2

Djordje Jovanovi¢, the author of the monument to Vuk, trained at art academies in
Vienna, Munich and Paris, was familiar with the poetics of the portrayal of historical
figures. His prolific work includes some 600 sculptures, many of which are public
monuments to Serbian greats. He may therefore be regarded as a national and state
artist, and as the pioneer of the art of sculpture in Serbia. The status and repute that
the large number of monuments earned him also earned him the privilege to be
commissioned to do the monument to Vuk without a competition and without it
giving rise to public controversy.

The Monument to Vuk KaradZi¢ belongs to the group of representative and
imposing public monuments to notable figures in Serbian history. A work of the
sculptor’s late period, it nonetheless shows all qualities of his personal expression. It
was designated a heritage monument for its culture-historical value (CHPIB decision
no. 3/17 of 22/3/1965).

1. Beogradske opstinske novine [Belgrade City Gazette], no. 11, Belgrade 1937, p. 740.
2. Address of Pavle Popovic, president of the SKZ, ibid., p. 741.
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