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(nomeHuk Bojeodu Byky - ocHosa nocmamernma / Monument to Vojvoda Vuk - pedestal, top view
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Tpuaecetor centembpa 1923. rogune y beorpap cy u3 cpnckor
BOjHUUKOT rpo6sba Ha 3ejTuHAuKy Kog ConyHa, BO30M CTUFAI NOCMPTHIA
ocTauy BojBoge Byka. 0o je 610 gorahaj oa HawMOHanHor 3Hayaja, y
Kojem je CBeYaHOM NOBOPKOM LieHTpaHM ynuuama beorpada, HakoH
onena y CabopHoj LipKBY 1 onpoLLTajHOr roBopa ca 6ankoHa HapogHor
no30puLLUTa, BOjBOAA Nocnear nyT ucnpahieH u caxparbeH Ha HoBom
rpobsby.

Y paHom JeTUkCTBY je NoZ TypCKuM Tepopom npeberao u3
(jennuey Kparyjesa, rae je 0cTao Ha LUKo0Bakby. HakoH cBpLueHe BojHe
akagemnje 1903. y beorpaay, Boju Monouh je Kao newaaujckn
MNOTMOPYYHUK UNAK MPUCTYNNO YETHUUKO] opranm3auuju 1905, a 1911.
roAMHe 11 TajHOj OpraHu3aumju,yjeanreroe unn cmpt” (LpHa pyka).
YuectBoBao je y bopbama npoTus Typaka y Makesonuju u Crapoj Cpbuju
y nepuogy 1905-1912. (Yenonek, KymatoBo, lpunen, butomw, obana
Bapaapa) v npotus byrapa Ha peun bperantuum 1913.Y lpBom cBeTCKOM
pary ce npocnasuo y [iputckoj, Konybapckoj n noce6Ho y Liepckoj ouum,
nozBM31Ma 3a Koje je 61o oannkoBaH Kapahophesom 3sesgom IV ulll
pefa. lako CTeKaBLUM YIH NeLLafujCKor NOTMYKOBHUKA CPMCKe BOjCKe,
MO3HAT Kao CTPOT U HEYMOJbUB, YXKUBAO je Ge3rpaHnuHo noBepetbe u
0cTao y cefatby Kao Hajy30pHuMji YeTHUYKM BojBOAA, 360T 13y3eTHe
XpabpocTin KojoM je NpeABOANO U HajaxtbMBao bopuie. theroBu ogpean
cy o6e36ehuBanu 1 npaTby NpectonoHacneaHnka Anekcanapa npu
noBnayetby npeko AnbaHuje, HakoH BenuKIX rybutaka 1915. roguxe.

HenpectaHo 1 HeyCTpaLUMBO 6ojeBatbe 3aBpLLMO je Ha HajTexem
geny ConyHckor ¢ppoHTa y lpBOM CBETCKOM paTy, Kao KOMaHAAHT
[Jlobpososbaukor ogpesa, y bopbama ca byrapuma 3a ocajarbe cTpare-
LKW HajBaXHujer Bpxa nnaHuHe Huye, Kajmakyanaa, o uemy cy
Beaounnu Hajonmkm cabopuu, anu n Munyxka Casuh. HakoH paraBarba
Ha [pyHuwkom Bucy y noapyyjy LipHe peke, Bojsoaa je HacTaBuo
NpoTepyBatbe HenpujaTesba, au raje Ha MecTy LipHu kameH 29. Hoembpa
1916. rofnHe, y camoj 3aBpLUHMLY OUTKe, MeTaK MOTOANO 11 MPOLLA0 My
Kpo3 cpue.

locne weroe caxpaHe y beorpaay, HUKne cy 1 NpBe uaeje o
MoAK3atby CNOMEHINKA 0BOM jyHaKy, C Pe/I031Ma 3a IoKaLjy CnoMeHIKa
1930. roaune, npema Opnyun Komucnje 3a cnomeruke. Ha npegnor
npeacesHuKa beorpazicke onwtike, Ipaacko Behie je ofnyumnno Aa ce 3a
noj3arbe CnoMeHnKa BojBoam Byky y beorpagy yctynu mecto y manom

Bojun lMonosufi — 8ojeoda Byk / Vojin Popovic aka Vojvoda Vuk




Omkpusarbe cnomeHuKa 80jeodu Byky y napky Ha TonuyuHom 8eHuy
Unveiling of the memorial to Vojvoda Vuk in the park in Toplicin Venac

napky Ha TonauumHom BeHuy. O opraHu3aLmjiu nocTaB/barba 0BOr
memopujana 6punyo ce 0abop 3a nogusarbe CnomeHuKa BOjBOAM
Byky, a cpeacTsa 3a u3pagy cnomeHuka obesbesunu cy werosu
MHoro6pojHu nowwToaouy. Bajap hophe JoBaHosuh, WwkonosaH y
beuy, MunxeHy n Mapu3y, roguHy AaHa panuje Bef je 6110 aHraxoBaH
nusnuo y Mpary 6poH3aHy CKyANTYpy BOjBOAE 3a 0Baj CNOMEHUK.
lMoaun3atbe CNOMEHNKa jeJHOM OF HajyrneSHUjuX 1 Hajy30pHUjuX
6opavia, HajnoLLTOBAHW]0j IMYHOCTI YETHUYKOT NOKPETa, 0f1araHo
je BuLLe rofmHa, 300r HENOBOLHIX MONUTUUKKX forahiaja y Kojuma
Cy Hekv npunagHuuy LipHe pyke yuectBoBany, anu 1 ¢ 0631pom Ha
UMHbEHNLYY [1a je NPeABOAVO YETHUUKeE OZIPeSie, Kojil Cy fieNoBali Kao
nomoh perynapHoj cpnckoj Bojcum Ha npoctopy Cpbuje n Makesoruje
1 KOjI CY, Kao He3BaHWYHe BOjHe rpynaLuje, C BpeMeHOM yralueHu
MOZ NPUTUCKOM eBPONCKNX Baja.

Y napky Ha TonnuyuHOM BeHLy, y Heferby, 23. okTobpa
1936. rouHe, CBeUaHO je OTKPUBEH 1 OCBELLTAH CNOMEHUK BENNKOM
paTHUKY 3a ocnoboherbe Cprcknx 3emasba - MaBHOM KOMaHAAHTY
HapofiHe Bojcke, cpnckor [lobpoBosbaukor oapesa, Bojuny Monosuhy,
Koju je 3a caboplie jow 3a xuBoTa 6110 NereHaa - Bojgoda Byk. Y3
3BYKe YeTHUYKe XMMHe, ¥ NPUCYCTBY BULLE XU/baja rpahaHa u
HEKOJMKO AeCeTUHA HajBULINX 3BAHNLA, HAjyrNeJHNjUX BOjHUX
npencTaBHIKA W NpeACTaBHMKa Kparba [leTpa [pyror, cnomeHuk je
0TKpKo afiBokaT Munax AfumoBuh, Hekafallbl YETHUK 11 paTHU
Apyr BojBoge Byka. Tume je npocnas/beHa ABaJeceToroanLLbuLa
Hberose jyHauke norubuje.

Lleo cnomeHuk y Bugy ctojehie durype Bojoge Byka Ha
BUCOKOM MOCTAMEHTY U3BefeH je y AyXy memopujana rpaheHux
wupom Cpbuje, y cknagy ¢ KOHLENTOM eBPOMCKIX NPUMEPA, a Koju
uyBajy cehatbe Ha cTpafane bopuie 3a ocnobohetbe y bankaHckum
patoBuma 1 [pBom cBeTCKoM paty. Ha noctorby y 065Ky 3apy6rbeHor
KBafipa, U3BefeHoM oy 06paheHIx KOMaza newyapa, NocTaB/beHa
je BpoH3aHa CKynnTypa BojBOAE, KOjii je Ha CUMOONIMYHOM Y3BULLEHY
33aK0Pauuo y CHAXKHOM MOKPETY Hanpes, Ca 3aBUjOPEHNM OrpTauem,
Kao Aa v Aarbe NpeBOAN CBoje YeTe, Maja y npedaxy u3mehy 6opou,
jep je opyxje cnyLuTeHO y fIRCHOj pyLm, LOK NEBOM PYKOM MoKasyje
Hanpe Ha rpagose (Ha jyry Cpbuje) Koje Tpeba ocnoboauTi. Bojsoga
je MpencTaB/beH peanucTuyHo, y u3rnedy nuua ca bpkosuma u'y
HapoaHoj ofehn. Ha rnasu je kana ca am6neMom YeTHUUKOT NOKpeTa
(MpTBauKa rnaBa ca npeKpLUTEHUM NyLLIKaMa W1 JBOrNaBUM OPNIOM),
a OfLeX Y YETHUUKOT BOjBOAE, BOe HapOLHE BOjCKe, UlHe [1e10BY
HapOZHe HOLUE 1 OrpTay, JoK My je 0K0 naca npuBe3aH nojac o




meTaka. Ha noAHOXjy CKynnType ype3aH je motnuc aytopa h.
JoBanoBuh 1929. Bucuna purype je 2 M, noctorba 4 m, 0K je LuMpuHa
nocto/ba 1,5 M. TeKCT YTUCHYT Ha GPOHTaNHOj CTPaHI MOCTAaMEHTa
rnacu: Bojaopa Byk 1880—1916, a Ha 60uHMM CTpaHama nocTameHTa
NOCTaBIbEHeE Cy NNI0Ye (a yKecaHuM UMeHMMa MecTa 11 rpaZoBa (no
(e/1aM Ha CBaKoj) y unjum je ocnobaharbiMa yuecTBoBao:

Ha pecHoj nnoun: Yesronek, Kymaroso, bumorw, Enbacan,
bpezanuya, Camyposuha Ada, Jlo3Huya.

Ha neBoj nnouu: Jadap, Konamuya, beozpad, Bnacuna,
Kajmaxuanan, Cusa Cmera, [pyHuwime.

MocTosbe je Ha YeTMpH YINa 0jayaHo MakbIIM NOTMOPHUM
crynumma. Mpu Bpxy NocTameHTa ¢ NocebHOM NaXkbOoM je Y MIUTKOM
perbedy 06MKOBaH BeHaLl yieTeH 0 IMCTOBA NI0BOPA, Ha KOjU Cy Ca (Be
YeTMpH CTPaHe NOCTaB/beHe, Takohe y NIUTKOM pesbedy, npefcTaBe
YKpLUTEHUX KOCTUjy Tena 1 N1obakbe, 3anpaBo 0benexja YeTHNUKOT NOK-
peta. BojBoaa cTojut Ha TpUjyMdanHOM I0BOPOBOM BEHLLY, 0BeHUaH be-
CMPTHOM C1aBOM, /11 €2 UCTaKHY TIAM CUMO0NIOM MPUNAZHOCTIA HAPOLHO)
F06p0BOIbaUKOj BOjCLIM.

(runu3page pesbedia Ha NoCTaMeHTy 0fipaaBa yMeTHIUKe
KoHLenTe u3mely iBa (BeTCKa paTa, MOAEPHUjY je 1 CTUNM30BaHUju
y AyXy CKynnType ap Jiekoa, 0K je Cama CKynnTypa, paHuje Hactana,
o6paheHa 6e3 MoepHu3aLyje y U3pa3y, ank ca U3paxeHnM NOKPeToM.
JacHe cy Tuncke aHanoruje 1 yTuuaju ¢ppaHuycke ckyantype, nocebHo
Oructa PogeHa, a moryhe je n nopehere ¢ HEKONNKO CAIMYHMX
CKynnTypa Koje je Ao Tana u3geo hophe JosaHosuh - Kves Munow
06perosuh, cnomenuk y Moxapesuy (1897), LpHozopay (1902),
Kocauuya (1915) u llo6edHuk, cnomenuk y Mapahinny (1920).

(kynnTypa BojBoze Byka ma noceGHy KynTypHo-1CTopujcky
N YMETHUYKY BPeLHOCT, jep je UCTOPUjCKN LOKYMEHT 0 CPMCKOj
[00p0BO/bAUKOj HAPOAHOj BOjCLN, anu je U AeNo jefHOT 0A
HajuCTakHyTUjuX CPNCKMX ckynntopa. CnoMeHMK MMa u nocebHy
ambujeHTanHy BPeAHOCT, jep je NOCTaB/beH y NpeAeo napka 1 4o6po
CarnenyB Ha BUCOKOM NocTosby. OBO je jeAnHM COMEeHNK YeTHIYKOM
BojBoAM y beorpagy 1 To npeacTaBrbeH y Lenoj Gurypy, 4ok cy octane
BOjBO/E NpyNajane perynapHoj BojcLiA M MHOTY OF FUX NpeACTaBbeHN
cyy Bupy bucre.

TaKo je,CTpaLuHK®, HeyCTpaLLnBN 1 BOSbeHI BOjBoda Byk
MpMKa3aH Kao KOMaHAAHT HapofiHe Bojcke, anu 1 cabopau, Koju
oziehioM 1 opyXjem 1CTOBpeMeHO NepCcoHPuKyje 1 CBe OHe Koje je
npeasoano. OBUM CMOMEHUKOM MpOCIaB/beHa je ufeja o
OcnoboguoLy CpnckMx 3emarba, ani 1 paTHUKY Kao BPXyHCKOM

ITocmorwe cnomeruka 80j8odu Byky — us2ned ca ucmoka
Pedestal, view from the east




y30py. Y BU3yanu3aumjin nuK Hnje ugeann3osaH, Beh je MogenosaH
Mpema ayTeHTUYHOM U3rNefy, Yak je MPUKa3aH Kao HeLLTo CTapuju YoBex,
nako je paHama nognerao y 36. roauHu. Jeaan on memopujana
ocnoboaunaukum patosuma Cpbuje n BMa Koju Cy yuecTBOBanm y
[pBOM CBETCKOM paTy, NOCTaBIbEH je Y LieHTPy Tajalltbe NpecToHuLe
KparbesuHe Jyrocnasuje.

(nomeHuk Bojsoau Byky yTBpheH je 3a cnomenuk kyntype 2014.
FOAUHe.
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Monument to Vojvoda Vuk

On 30 September 1923 the train carrying the mortal
remains of Vojin Popovi¢, popularly known as Vojvoda Vuk, arrived
in Belgrade from Thessaloniki, where he had been buried in the
Allied military cemetery Zeitenlik. It was an event of national
significance. After a memorial service held in the Cathedral and a
farewell speech delivered from the balcony of the National Theatre,
the funeral procession attended the coffin through central
Belgrade to the Vojvoda’s final resting place in Novo Groblje (New
(emetery).

When he was alittle boy, his family, fleeing the Ottoman
rule of terror, left his hometown of Sjenica and settled in
Kragujevac, where he attended school. After graduating from the
Military Academy in Belgrade with the rank of second lieutenant
in 1903, Vojin Popovi¢ chose to join the chetnik organisation in
1905 and, in 1911, the secret organisation Unification or Death
(Black Hand). He fought against the Ottomans in Macedonia and
0ld Serbia in 19051912 (battles at Celopek, Kumanovo, Prizren,
Monastir/Bitola, the Vardar) and against the Bulgarians on the
Bregalnicain 1913. He won military renown in the First World War
battles of the Drina, the Kolubara and, especially Cer, and was
decorated with the Order of the Karadjordje Star 4th and 3rd Class.
He was promoted to the rank of infantry lieutenant colonel of the
Serbian army and, despite his reputation of a strict and unbendable
officer, he enjoyed limitless trust. His units provided security for
Crown Prince Alexander during the withdrawal across Albania
which ensued after the heavy losses Serbia suffered in 1915. He
was remembered above all as the most exemplary chetnik leader
because of his exceptionally courageous and inspirational military
leadership.

He ended his tireless and intrepid freedom fighting in
the most difficult section of the Salonika (Macedonian) Front in
the First World War, as commander of the Volunteer Detachment
engaged in the battle with Bulgarians over the strategic peak of
Mt NidZa, Kajmakcalan, to which his closest fellow combatants as
well as Milunka Savi¢ bore witness. He was wounded at Gruniste
in the Crna Reka area, but went on pursuing the enemy. However,
on 29 November 1916, at the final stage of the battle, at the

Ckynnmypa eojsode Byka — sajap hophe JosaHosuh
Statue of Vojvoda Vuk by Djordje Jovanovi¢




CnomeHuk 80jeodu Byky — cHumak u3 70-ux 200uHa XX eeka
Memorial to Vojvoda Vuk in the 1970s

locality called Crni Kamen (Black Stone), a bullet went
through his heart.

After the funeral in Belgrade, the idea of
erectinga monument to the hero began to take shape and,
in 1930, suggestions as to its location according to the
decision of the Committee on Monuments were made. At
the proposal of the mayor, the city council allotted the
location in a small park in Topli¢in Venac Street. The
Committee on the Erection of the Monument to Vojvoda
Vuk was in charge of organisation, while the necessary
funds were provided by his many admirers. Hired a year
earlier, Djordje Jovanovi¢, a renowned sculptor trained in
Vienna, Munich and Paris, had already had his statue cast
in bronze in Prague. The erection of the memorial to the
model warrior, the most highly esteemed figure of the
chetnik movement, was however postponed for a few
years due to shady political events in which some members
of the Black Hand had been involved, but also on account
of the fact that he had led chetnik units, which had
provided support to the Serbian regular army in Serbia and
Macedonia and which, being irreqular military formations,
had been disbanded under pressure from European
governments.

In the park in TopliCin Venac on Sunday 23
October 1936 the monument was unveiled and dedicated
to the great fighter for the freedom of Serbian lands,
commander of the Serbian Volunteer Detachment, Vojin
Popovi¢, still a living legend for his former fellow
combatants: Vojvoda Vuk. The monument was unveiled by
the lawyer Milan Ac¢imovi¢, Vojvoda Vuk’s former comrade
in war, to the sound of the chetnik anthem and in the
presence of several thousand people, dozens of highest
military and civil officials and the envoy of King Peter 1. It
was a commemoration of the 20th anniversary of his
heroic death.

The monument, Vojvoda Vuk’s standing figure
on a tall pedestal, follows the design of the European-
inspired memorials erected across Serbia in honour of the
soldiers fallen for freedom in the Balkan Wars and the First
World War. The cuboid pedestal of dressed sandstone
blocks carries the bronze figure vigorously stepping
forward on a symbolic elevation, his cape fluttering




behind, as if still at the head of his men, but in a respite between
battles, the weapon in his right hand being lowered, his left pointing
to the towns (in southern Serbia) yet to be liberated. Vojvoda Vuk is
portrayed realistically, his face with moustaches, and in the
traditional garment. He wears a cap with a chetnik badge (a skull
with crossed rifles and a two-headed eagle) and the garb of a chetnik
vojvoda, leader of the volunteer army, which consists of parts of the
traditional costume and a cape, with an ammunition belt around the
waist. The sculptor’s signature and date are incised at the bottom of
the figure: Dj. Jovanovi¢ 1929. The statue stands 2 m high on top of
the 4 m tall by 1.5 m wide pedestal. The inscription on the front of
the pedestal reads: Vojvoda Vuk 1880—-1916, and affixed to its right
and left sides are plaques engraved with the names of the sites where
the battles in which he took part were fought:

On the right side: Celopek, Kumanovo, Elbasan, Bregalnica,
Samurovica Ada, Loznica.

On the left side: Jadar, Konatica, Belgrade, Vlasina, Kajmakcalan, Siva
Stena, Gruniste.

The pedestal is buttressed at four corners by low piers. Its
upper edge is hemmed with a laurel wreath carefully carved in low
relief upon which, on each of the four sides, rests a skull and crossed
bones, in fact the emblem of the chetnik movement. The Vojvoda
stands on the triumphal laurel wreath, immortalized in glory, but
with the emblem of membership of the popular volunteer army.
The style of the relief on the pedestal reflects interwar artistic trends,
being more modern and evoking art deco stylisation, whereas the
statue, of an earlier date, shows energy in motion but no
modernisation in expression. Type analogies are clear and so are
influences of French sculpture, notably of Auguste Rodin, and
similarities can also be drawn to a few earlier sculptures of Djordje
Jovanovic: Prince Milo$ Obrenovicin Pozarevac (1897), A Montenegrin
(1902), AWoman Scything (1915), and The Victor in Paracin (1920).

The statue of Vojvoda Vuk has historical and artistic value
as a historical document on the Serbian popular volunteer army and
as a work of one of the most prominent Serbian sculptors. It also has
value as a landmark in the cityscape, being set up in an open public
space and visually prominent on its tall pedestal. This is the only
monument to a chetnik vojvoda in Belgrade, and in full-length figure.
The other vojvodas served in the regular army and many are
represented as busts.

Thus the “formidable”, fearless and beloved Vojvoda Vuk is
depicted as commander of the popular army, but also as a fellow
combatant whose garb and arms personify all those that he led. The

monument celebrated the idea of the Liberator of Serbian lands but
also of the warrior as an ultimate role model. The statue does not
depict an idealised image, but rather is an actual likeness; he is
even
depicted as a somewhat older man even though he was thirty-six
when he succumbed to his wounds. One of the memorials to Serbia’s
wars of liberation and to all who had fought in the First World War
was erected in the heart of the then capital of the Kingdom of
Yugoslavia.

The Memorial to Vojvoda Vuk was designated a cultural
heritage property in 2014.

Mecmo noeubuje 8ojeode Byka Ha [pyruwimy
Site of Vojvoda Vuk’s death at Gruniste
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