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Jlom Jegpema [pyjuha

(eemoeopcka 17

Y ctapom jesrpy beorpaga y (Betoropckoj ynuuu 6poj 17 Hanasu ce [lom
Jepema [pyjuha, npBa Kyha npornalueHa 3a CIOMeHK KynType 0Z 0CHUBaba
3aBofa 3a 3aWTuTy CnoMeHuka Kyntype rpaga beorpaga, 1961. rogue.
Hana3u ce HenocpeaHo y3 no3opuwwte ,Atebe 212 wro beorpahaHima yecto
(TBapa yTucaK 06jeKTa Kojuu je y OYHKLMj NO30pKLITA @ He MOPOANYHA Kyha
Y Kojoj 1 JaHac xuse notomum Jespema [pyjufia, ncrakHyte NMYHOCTIA Cpricke
annnomatije 19. Beka. Muot u aeno unaHoa nopoguue Ipyjul u teHux
MOTOMaKa Be3yjy ce 3a BaxHe nonuTuuke 1 ApylutBeHe forahaje y Cpbujn.

(nomeHuk Kynmype 00 8enuKoz 3Hayaja

JeBpem Ipyjuh poheH je 1826. roguHe y ceny [lapocaa kog Apanhenosua.
tberosu npeww gocenunu cy ce u3 LipHe fope u uctoumero ceno ocHoanu y 17.
Beky. PozoHauenuk nopogmue Ipyjuh, lpyjuua Lectanosuh 6o je fobpo no3Hara
nuuHocT y Cpbujn Kao yuecHuk oba cprcka ycTaHKa W fienyTat Ha HapoAHUM
CKyMLITUHAMA 3a BpeMe npBe Braje kHe3a Munowwa. Takas yx Hacneguo je u
Jespem [pyjuh, no3Hatu cpncku nonuTMYap 1 LeHTpanHa durypa (BetoaHapejcke
CKyniwTvHe 1858. rofuHe, unjom 3actyrom je u3rnacas [lpBiu 3akoH 0 HapOAHOj
CKynwTHK. Kao jepaH of ocHuBaya JlnbepanHe CTpaHke v tbeH Boha oa 1868 —




1878, 610 je unaH HEKOMMKO CPMCKMX BMafia, BULLE MyTa MIAHUCTap
n pyroropuwrek nocnakuk Cpouje y Llapurpany, Nonpony u
Mapu3y. Mocne 3aBpLueHe rumHasuje ynucao je Juuej y beorpany
1846. ropuHe, @ NOTOM Kao ApxaBHY NUTOMAL, HaCTaBuO CTyauje
npaBa Ha NPeCTUXHUM eBPOMCKIM YHIBep3uTeTMa, Xajaenbepry
1 Copborm. HakoH LuKonoBatba v nogparka y (pbujy 6p3o je noueo
Ja Hanpegyje y ApxaBHoj cyx6m. 06pazoBaH 1 ambuumo3aH
aKTUBHO je y4eCTBOBAO y MOMUTUYKOM XUBOTY ApXaBe, Kpeuparby
HOBIIX 3aKOHa v Biajia. Kao jefiaH ofy MCTakHyTUX WAeonora cprckor
nubepany3ma Yecto je A0nasNo Yy KOHGAMKT ca anconyTUCTYKIM
pexumom KHesa Muxauna, 3060r uera je teropa Ciyba,
HepeTKo, i0BofeHa y nuTatbe. Tokom CBoje MonuTIUKe Kapujepe
010 je W3y3eTHO LeeH of CTpaHe CaBpeMeHuKa, MocebHo
HanpeHe cpncke omraanHe, 6opa 3a imbepanHe uaeje v XpTea
anconytama. OnKoBaH je 3a (Boje 3acyre Hajgefim opaeHoM
Tor BpemeHa — TakoBckum kpctom | cTeneHa 1877. roguke, a
npen Kpaj aunnomarcke ciyxbe v nonutuuke kapujepe 1892,
roaute, OpaeHom Benor opna Il creneHa. Jespem Ipyjufi octauo
je,3anuce” (memoape) koje je (pncka akazemuja Hayka u3gana y
Tpu cBecke 1922 — 23. roguHe. Ympo je 1895. roguHe y beorpagy.
Fberogu motomun (BOjUM pagom HacTaBuan Cy Aa AOMpUMHOCe
pa3Bojy cpricke Avnnomaruje, npasocyha u Kyntype. WctakHyte
NMYHOCTYM opogue 6uni ¢y u JeBpemos cuH (naBko, AMnomara,
OfJIMKOBaH NOYACHVM BUTELLUTBOM OPUTAHCKE UMNepPHje 11 Herosa
cynpyra, Amepukatka Maben [lanon [pyjuh, Benuka gobpotopka
Cprckor Hapoda. Y yrieaHUM amMepuukum KpyroBiMa ocHoBana
je Buwwe doHAoBa 3a nomoh cprickim BojHULIMMA Ha (OnyHCKOM
OPOHTY, NopoauLaMa 1 CPMCKM CTYAEHTUMA Y UHOCTPAHCTBY.
3anararima Maben 1 Cnaka [pyjuha nogurHyTa je, cpescTBMMa
KapHerujesor d¢onga, bubnuotexka Georpasckor yHuBep3uteta
,(BeT03ap Mapkosuh".

JenHocnpathy Kyhy y (BeToropckoj 17 nogurao je Jespem [pyjuh
3a Bojy hiepky Mupky, noyacHy ABOpCKy Aamy Kparbuue Mapuje
Kapahophesuh v npeacentuuy, Kona cpnckux cectapa”. Grun kyhe,




JaHac, nocebHoO je UCTAKHYT KOHTPAaCTOM H-eHOr HemocpeaHor
OKpyXetba Koje UMHe MOZEPHUCTUUKN 1 caBpemeHn objektin. C
TOr acnekTa Kyha je ypbaHu papuTer, a Kajia ce 3aKopauy yHyTpa,
ambujeHT JouapaBa MpoLLIOCT jefiHe BaXHe Cpricke MOpoAuLEe 1
HaulH 1BOTa BUCOKOT cTanexa. CarpafeHa je 1896. roguHe npema
npojekty Munana KaneTaHoBuha, cprnckor apxuTeKTe LUKONOBaHON
y MuxeHy, KacHuje MuHncTpa rpahesuHa. Buna uma tpu obpahete
dacazey UCTOPULIMCTIYKOM ByXY Ha KOjUMa Cy CKNIaZHO YKNOMbEHI
efleMeHTU peHecaHce 11 Gapoka. Y CBoje Bpeme npefcTaB/bana
je manuuHy rpahaHcky Kyfy carpaheHy npema mporpamy
penpe3enTaviyje. [lok ce Hekv OpHaMeHTanH| MOTBY MOTY BUAETI
W Ha apyrum Georpadckum dacagama, CIMKaHa Aexkopauuja
Koja moppaxaBa TeXHUKy 3rpaduta umHM je jenuHCTBEHOM
y apxutektypu beorpaga. M3sohau cimkaHe Aekopaumje Ha
maBHoj dacagm 6uo je [JlomeHuko ['AHmpea, uTanujaHcku
MajCTop JeKopaTuBHOr CMKapcTBa. Ha oBom 06jexTy ornepa ce
JeLMHCTBO apXUTeKType, [eKOpaTUBHOM CKAPCTBA U dacajHe
nnacTuke. Y yHyTpaLUKb0j KOHLENLWj1 OCHOBE MpU3emMsba 11 Cparta
¢y upentuuHe. CanoH, Tpnesapuja u KyjHa unn cy y npusemiby,
a Ha cnpaty cobe 3a (naBarbe, pagHu KabuHet, 6ubnioteka 1
Tepaca Koja je rnefjiana Ha Hekafalutby 6awTy. Ynas y 3rpagy je
penpe3eHTaTMBaH, C XoNOM U CTerleHuLITeM of Genor Mepmepa,
0rpajiom Of KoBaHor reoxha u perbedHoM KOMMO3MLMjOM Ha
3ugy. borat 1 pasHoBpcTaH nokpeTHn doHA, 13 18. 19. 1 20. Beka,
YIHE MHOrOBPOjHY YMETHUYKY 1 ynoTpeOHI NpesMeTy 1 apXUBCKa
rpafa. 36upka opy»ja u3 Mpsor 1 [pyror cpnckor ycTaHKa aobuna
je 3maTHy noBe/by U Mefjarby Ha M3NoXOM BankaHckix Apxasa
y Jlonpony 1907. ropmHe. DoHA je BRACHULITBO TeHepaLuja
nopopuue Tpyjuh — on Teogopa Xepbe3sa, MuHMCTpa QuHaHMja
kHe3a Munowsa, Jespema [pyjufia, Cnaka [pyjuha, reHepana
Kocte Mpotuha, CreBaHa hypunhia u 6pojHux apyrix HacnesHuKa,
WCTAKHYTIAX IMYHOCTIA MOAMTUYKOr 1 KynTypHor »uBota Cpbuje.
EHTepujep ykpaluaBajy Aena Haj3HauajHujuX CInKapa HaLMoHanHe
ymeTHocTv: Crege Togoposuha, YpoLua lpeawha, Maje JosaHosuha,




Topmperm Jespema [pyjufia, Cmesa Todoposufl, 1388,
Portrait of Jeyremn Grujic by Stevan Todorovié, 1888

Topha Kpctuha, Ypolua Knexesuha, Apcenuja Metpouha, Munovwa TeHkosuha,
Bnaxa bykoBLia kao 11 opuUrHanHy KOMaaN HameLLTaja U3 Pa3anunUTHX enoxa.
Mopen matepujante GawtuHe [lom nocepyje v HematepujanHe BpesHOCTU.
Y Kyhu je ofipXaH cacTaHak Ha KoM je CKNomsbeH TajHu yroBop u3mehy Cpbuje u
byrapcke 3a ocnoboherse JyxkHux CnoBea of Typckor ponctBa 1912. roauHe, Ha
KOM je KacHuje 3acHoBaH bankacki cage3. Mo 3aBpLueTky [1pBor BeTcKor pata
y Kyhun ce Hanasuno benrujcko nocnaHCTBo rae ¢y ce OfpXaBanu NpBY PajCKU
6anou u sunnomarcki npujemu, a 3atm QpaHLycko coumjanHo ApyLUTBO 3a
nomoh geun, Kan mnexa”. Mpes Jpyru cBETCK paTy emy Cy OfpMaBaHI CaCTaHL
KeHCKuX ZpyliTaBa 3a 6opby npotuB awwm3ma, a of oktobpa 1944. rogute y

JaHuma 6bopbe 3a ocnobofjerbe beorpaga Hanasuna ce maptu3aHcka 6onHuLa.
[Jlom ¢y nocefiuane u y woj 6opasune 3HauajHe NMYHOCTU CPICKe NOANTUKE U
Aunnomaruje, Hayke u ymetHocTu, nonyT JoBaHa Ligujuha, Cume Matasyrba,
JoaHa Ckepnuhia, Yege Mujatosuha, borgana lMonosuha, Minata Pakuha, hHopha
Kpctuha, CreBaHa Topoposwiha, Ypowwa Mpeauha, Bata Tabakosuha, Ap Bykuha
Muhosuha Kao 1 unaHoBu eBponckux naemufikix MopoanLa 1 apyre yrneaHe
nuuHocTn.0Bge je xwBeo n MunoaH MunoBaHoBuh, MUHUCTap MHOCTPaHUX
nocnosa v npeacenHuk enage Cpouje (1911 —1912). lom Jespema [pyjuha gaxac
je MemopujanHo MecTo, cBeZ0K BaXKHUX MOSUTUYKMX 11 KyATYpHUX forahatba, rae
ce 3axBa/byjyhin NOTOMUMMA, Y KOHTUHYWTETY, UyBa KynTypHO Hacnehe, Heryjy
TpaanLMja, HaLWMOHaNHU WAEHTUTET M aBaHrap/AHa MICAO CPMCKOT ApyLLTBa.

Y HoBWjoj nCTopuj1n NO3HAT je 11 No jefHOM caBpemeHom Jorahajy. Haume, y
FberoBom nogpymy 1967. roaiHe 0TBopeHa je npBa beorpajcka auckoteka, Koz
Naze Illefiepa”, Ha3BaHa Mo BMACHMKY 1 JeBPeMOBOM MOTOMKY, MPEBOANOLY
Nazapy LLlehieposuhy. HajHoBIju My31uKK TPEHEOBY 11 MOLHY CTUAIOBU MOTTIN Cy
Ceyy TV 1 BUAETINY 0BOj ANCKOTELY Kojy Cy noceNuBane Hajno3HaTuje AMYHOCTU M3
(BeTa My3uke, unma 1 Moge. buna je Mecto okynsbarba UHTENEKTYanHe enuTe
Koja je 3HauajHo yTULANa Ha HaLlly HefaBHY UCTOPU]Y, 03HAUMBLLIA COLIMONOLLIKN
bym, HOBO Bpeme 11 cobope Koje Cy Hocune Lwe3geceTe roauHe 20. Beka.

[Jlom Jespema [pyjulia, noaurHyT of CTpaHe 3HauajHor CPMICKOT APXaBHIK, Of
(BOT HaCTaHKa /10 JaHaC Be3aH je 3a CBET NONUTUKE 1 KyNType 300r Yera NpefcTaB/ba
(Be/I0YAHCTBO jefiHOr BpeMeHa 3a Koje nocTojin Manu 6poj cauyBaHUX AOKyMeHarta.
AyTeHTUYHOCT 0BOT penpe3eHTaTBHON 34akba APAroLieHo je Hacnele HalLe KyATypHe
0aLLTUHe Koje OMPUHOCA OTKPUBAHY U AeQUHUCARLY U3Meaa 1 KapaKTepa cTrapor
beorpapa. OuyBarbe nopoguuHe uctopuje 1 cprckor Hacneha yBpcTuno je flom
Jespema pyjuhia y Acouujauujy eponckux nctopujckiax Kyha 2009. roguHe.

360r CBOjUX UCTAKHYTUX KyNTYPHO-MCTOPUCKVX 1 QPXUTEKTOHCKO-YPOaHNCTIAYKIX
BpenHocti [lom JeBpema [pyjuha ytBpheH je 3a KyntypHo Ao6po 1961. roavHe, a
notom 1979. roguHe 3a KynTypHo 060 o7 BenMKor 3Hauaja 3a Penybnuky Cpbujy.

bubnuozpaguja:
—Kamanoe HenokpemHux kynmypHux do6apa 3a600a 3a3awimumy cnoMeHukaKyamype 2pada beozpada
Llom Jespema [pyjuhia’; I fopdufi, Jlazap LLleheposuli, beozpad 2007.
— Jlocuje cnomeruka kynmype, , [lom Jegpema [pyjufia”, 3a600 3a 3awmumy cnomeHuKa Kynmype epaoa
beozpada.

— /1. hypuh-3amono, [padumersu beozpada 1815 — 1914, beozpad 2009.




Jevrem Grujic's House

17, Svetogorska Street

The house of Jevrem Gruji¢, a prominent figure of 19th-century Serbia, the
first designated heritage building since the founding of the Cultural Heritage
Protection Institute of the City of Belgrade in 1961, is located at 17 Svetogorska
Street in the old core of Belgrade. Its next door neighbour, the Atelje 212 Theatre,
tends to mislead people into thinking that it is an ancillary theatre building rather
than the house in which the descendants of its original owner still live. The life
and work of members and descendants of the Grujic family is associated with
important political and social events in Serbia.

Jevrem Gruji¢ was born in 1826 in the village of Darosava near Arandjelovac.
His ancestors, originally from Montenegro, had moved to Serbia in the 17th
century and founded a village of the same name. The founder of the Gruji¢
family, Grujica Sestanovi¢, was well-known in Serbia as a participant in both
Serbian insurrections against Ottoman rule and a deputy to the popular
assembly that met during the first reign of Prince Milo$ Obrenovic. His spirit

Cultural monument of great value

was inherited by Jevrem Gruji¢, a politician, instrumental in passing Serbia’s
first law on the National Assembly, and a central figure of the St Andrew’s Day
Assembly held in 1858. As a founding member of the Liberal Party and its leader
in 1868—78, he served as minister in several Serbian governments and as head
of Serbia’s diplomatic missions in Constantinople, London and Paris. Following
his graduation from the Gymnasium and the Lyceum in Belgrade (in which he
enrolled in 1846), he was granted a government scholarship and proceeded to
study law at prestigious European universities, Heidelberg and the Sorbonne.
Upon his return to Serbia, he joined the civil service, quickly progressing through
the ranks. Well-educated and ambitious, he took an active part in the country’s
political life, contributing to the creation of new legislations and cabinets. As a
prominent ideologist of Serbian liberalism, he frequently crossed swords with the
absolutist regime of Prince Michael (Mihailo) Obrenovi¢, putting his career on the
line. A champion of liberal ideas and a victim of absolutism, he was held in high




Opysje uz | cocnioz yemarxa, 30upsa Crnesana fypyufia
Armis from the Frst Serbian Insurrection, Collection of Stevan Curcic

esteem by his contemporaries, especially by the progressive Serbian
youth. In 1877, he was presented with the highest honour of his time,
the Order of the Cross of Takovo 1st Class, and in 1892, towards the
end of his diplomatic and political career, with the Order of the White
Eagle 2nd Class. The “Notes” (memoirs) he left behind were published
in three volumes by the Royal Serbian Academy in 1922-23. He died
in Belgrade in 1895. His descendants continued to contribute to the
development of Serbian diplomacy, judiciary and culture. Among the
prominent family members were Gruji¢’s own son Slavko, a diplomat
created an honorary British knight, and his American wife, Mabel
Dunlop Gruji¢, a great benefactress of the Serbian people. She raised
money and helped set up several aid funds for the Serbian soldiers
fighting on the Salonika Front, for families, and for young Serbs
pursuing their studies abroad. It was through the effort of Slavko and
Mabel Gruji¢ that the Belgrade University Library “Svetozar Markovic”
was built as one of the so-called Carnegie libraries.

Jevrem Gruji¢ had the two-storey house at 17 Svetogorska Street
built in 1896 for his daughter Mirka, honorary lady-in-waiting to
Queen Maria Karadjordjevi¢ and the chair of the female charitable
society “Kolo srpskih sestara” (Circle of Serbian Sisters). Today the
style of the house catches the eye as a contrast to its modernist and
contemporary surroundings. In this sense, the house is an urban rarity.
The ambience of its interior evokes the past of an important Serbian
upper-class family andits way oflife. The house was designed by Milan
Kapetanovi¢, a Munich-educated Serbian architect, subsequently
serving as minister of construction. It has three historicist facades
harmoniously combining Renaissance and Baroque elements. In
its own times it followed a typical pattern designed to reflect the
owner’s social standing. While some of its ornamental motifs can be
found in other Belgrade facades, its painted decoration in imitation of
sgraffito makes it unique in the architecture of Belgrade. The painted
decoration of the main facade was the work of Domenico D'’Andrea,
an ltalian master of decorative painting who embellished the
interiors of many Belgrade homes. Despite its historicist expression,




the architecture of the house smoothly combines three-dimensional and painted
facade ornament. The two storeys have the same floor plan, with the drawing
room, the dining room and the kitchen on the ground-floor, and bedrooms, the
study, the library and a balcony overlooking the former garden on the upper floor.
The impressive entrance hall features white marble stairs with wrought-iron
railings and a wall decorated with a composition in relief. The rich and diverse
collection of movables dating from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries comprises
art works and utility objects, archival material, and an arms collection from the
First and Second Serbian Insurrections, which was awarded a gold diploma and
medal at the Balkan States Exhibition in London in 1907. The collection spans
generations of the Gruji¢ family, from Teodor Herbez, finance minister under
Prince Milo3, Jevrem Grujic, Slavko Gruji¢, General Kosta Proti¢, Stevan Curci¢
and many other family members, distinguished figures of Serbia’s political and
cultural life. The interior is adorned with the works of the nation’s most important
painters, such as Stevan Todorovi¢, Uro3 Predic, Paja Jovanovic, Djordje Krstic, Uros
KneZevi¢, Arsenije Petrovic, Milo$ Tenkovi¢, Vlaho Bukovac, and with pieces of
furniture of different epochs.

The house also has intangible value. It was the venue for the meeting at which
Serbia and Bulgaria concluded a secret agreement for the liberation of the South
Slavs from Ottoman rule in 1912, which served as a basis for the subsequent
Balkan Alliance. After the First World War, it housed the Belgian Legation, which
hosted the first civic balls and diplomatic receptions, and then the French “Goutte
de Lait” (Drop of Milk) society for children relief. On the eve of the Second World
War, female antifascist associations held their meetings there, and from October
1944, during the battle for Belgrade, it accommodated a Partisan hospital. The
house was frequented by important figures of Serbia’s politics and diplomacy,
sciences and arts (e.g. Jovan (viji¢, Simo Matavulj, Jovan Skerlic, Cedomilj
Mijatovi¢, Bogdan Popovi¢, Milan Raki¢, Djordje Krsti¢, Stevan Todorovi¢, Uros
Predic, Ivan Tabakovic, Vuki¢ Micovic), as well as many foreign guests, royalty and
aristocrats. Milovan Milovanovi¢, Serbia’s minister of foreign affairs and prime
minister (1911-12) also lived there. This heritage building is a place of memory, a
witness to major political and cultural events. It is a place where national cultural
heritage, tradition and identity have been upheld generation after generation,
and ground-breaking thought fostered. Its recent history was marked by a




pioneering event. Namely, in 1967 its basement was converted to Belgrade’s first
disco club, “At Laza Secer's” named after its owner, Lazar Secerovi¢, a descendant
of Jevrem Grujic. The latest trends in music and fashion could be heard and seen
in that club, frequented by prominent local and foreign figures of the music, film,
and fashion worlds. It was a venue for members of the intellectual elite, who
considerably influenced our recent history, marking the 1960s as the time of
major social changes and freedoms.

Associated with the world of politics and culture from the outset, the house of
Jevrem Gruji¢, an important Serbian statesman, is a testament to an era for which
notmany documentary sources survive. Its authenticity makes it aninvaluable piece

of our cultural heritage, contributing to reconstructing and defining the appearance
and character of Belgrade as it once was. The preserved family history and Serbian
heritage qualified it for the European Historic Houses Association in 2009.

For its remarkable cultural, historical, architectural and townscape value,
Jevrem Gruji¢'s House was designated a cultural property in 1961, and a cultural
property of great importance to the Republic of Serbia in 1979.

Literature

CHPIB Catalogue of Immovable Cultural Properties: “Dom Jevrems Grujica” by G. Gordic. Lazar Secerovic,
Belgrade 2007

CHPIB Documentation, Cultural Property File: “Dom Jevrema Grujica”
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