( nomMeHuK [lobedHuK
Victor monument

——e———l e —— - S—
— T N




boynu u32ned, mexnuyka doxkymenmayuja, 1989. 200une. H3eop: Jokymenmayuja 333CKIb.
Side view, technical documentation, 1989 (CHPIB Documentation)
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CnomeHuk MobegHmk nogurHyT je 1928. Ha loprbem rpapy beorpapcke
TBphaBe MoBOAOM MpociaBe AeceToroAnitbuie npoboja ConyHckor
dponTa. CnomeHUK unHe bpoH3aHa MyLKa GpuUrypa ca opaom y AecHoj
PyLW 1 CNyLUTEHUM Mayem y NeBoj, paj Bajapa BaHa Mewwtposuha, kao
N MOCTAMEHT KOj je KOHLMNUPaH Y BIAY BOPCKOT CTyba C KaHenypama Ha
BICOKO] KyOMuHoj 6a3u, ayTopcko Aeno apxutekTe Metpa bajanouha.’

WcTopujat u3pade 1 nogm3arba cnomenunka obyxsata nepuog og 1913.
o 1928. roauHe, mMapa npee uaeje notudy u3 1912, Kapa ce nobegom
y MpBoM 6ankaHCKoM paTy y jaBHOCTM MOYNKLY U3HOCUTU Npeano3u 3a
nofu3atbe cnomeHnKay beorpagy, y cnaBy KoHauHe nobefie Hag Typuuma.
beorpazcka onwtmHa y aBrycty 1913. foHocu 0AnyKy Aa Ce 0Baj BENMKN
uctopujcku porahaj obenexxu nogusarbem cnomeruka Mobegu.

MpBOOMTHO je 3amMULLIbEH KAao MOHYMeHTalHa (OHTaHa, Koja je

Tpebano pa 6yse noctaB/beHa Ha mpocTopy Tepasmjckor nnatoa,
0AHOCHO Tpra nmpecTonoHacnedHnka Anekcanapa, kako ce Tpr Taja
Ha3uBao.” MpenBuleHo je a doHTaHa byne u3paheHa of KameHa,
(a MOCTAMEHTOM KOjil Cy UMHWNE YeTUpy NaBibe QUrype, Ha umjum
nehuma je nounsao oBanHu 6aseH. U3 cpeanwta GoHTaHe y3aMU3a0
6y ce MepmepHu CTY6, Ha umjem Bpxy je 6una npensuleHa Gurypa
MobepHuka. Mo 3aK/byuuuma OMWTUHCKe CefHuue of 4. okToOpa
1913. ronuHe, Tpebano je fa Mewwtposuh y 6poH3u n3paam 1 ABafecet
MacKM 3a 0607 0KO LUKOJbKe (ba3eHa) 1 nefeceT Macku 3a cTy6, Takohe
opon3axux. Mewtposuh je y okTobpy 1913. roauHe 3aksbyuno yroop
ca OnwTuHom 1 Beh CTOr MeceLa Noyeo paj Ha peanm3auujin GoHTaHe,
(Be [0 nouetka [pBOr CBETCKOr paTa, Kaja je Kao ayCTpoyrapckil
ApaB/baHuH 610 NpuMopaH Aa Hanyctu beorpaa.
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WcTopujat u3page 3amulusbeHe GOHTAHe, KAo U HeHy MpeunsHujy
AecKpunumjy npeHocu nuct Bpeme®: ... Benuku Gacer (wikosvKy) Yuja 6u
CNOLHA CMPAHA 6UNA YKPaLeHa perbehom Koju npedcmassva pamHuke
Ha korbuma y mpky. 0600om me wikobKe 6U Guste nocmas beHe 1ag06cke
2niase (0He ca OaHawre2 8000CkoKka) Koje 6u bayane 8ody Koja ce y
WiKo/wYU ckyniva. [...] Cmy6 6u 6uo y y 0dcmojarouma onacaH 6poH3aHum
NpcmeHosUMA Ha Koje Ou ce NOCMAsLIe MAcke MypCKuX 2/1a84, a (BAKA
6u 6ayana mnaz gode y 6acex ucnod cmyoa. ...

Jla 6u wmo 6pxe capuitio pad oko nodusarwa me hoHmare Mewmposuh
je npecenuo caoj ameme y beozpad. Paduo je y cymepety OcrosHe Llikone
ko0 CabopHe uypkae. 3a kpamko gpeme oH je dospuiuo guzypy MobedHuka
u 1agoscke 2nase. lowmo ux je nociao Ha sugerve y Yewky, omnoyeo
Jje uspahiusare 8enuKux pesveha KonsbaHuka. Ckuye 8eUKUX 1aBOCKUX
(huzypa maxobhe cy 6une 20moge.

Y mom je u36uo lpeu ceemcku pam. Aycmpujcku yamumamym Hamepao je

Mewmposuha 0a Hanycmu beozpad, me cy ycried moza ckopo ceu 3aspliieHu
padosu Mopau 6UMU HanywmeHu. 3a epeme okynayuje 00 cmpare
aycmpujckux, HeMaykux u Mahapckux mpyna cge 0e ocum ueype lobedHura
U J1AB0BCKUX MACKU, Koju Cy OUITL HA JIUBeHsY, NOMNYHO je 6USTO pa3opeHo.

Mpeunsan u3rnes GoHTaHe MO3HAT je 3axBasbyjyhu CHUMUMMA
opuruHaniux Mewrposuheux upTexa u3 Atesbea liBaHa MewTposuha
y 3arpeby, Koje je ypazuo Bajap Becenko 3opufi.*

HakoH 3aBpLueTka lTpBOT (BETCKOT paTa, MOHOBO je aKTyeNnM30BaHa
nfeja o Nofu3amwy GoHTaHe Ha Tepasmjama, anm ¢ 063Mpom Ha To Aa
dMHaHMjCKa CpenCcTBa Y TOM TPEHYTKY HUCY Morna 6utu 06e36eheHa,
amo je nnaheHo nuBetbe Gurype lobedHuKa n naBoBCKUX Mackin.’ 3a
T0 Bpeme durypa je 6una CMeLUTeHa y jeiHOM MaraLnHy BOLOBOAHMX
ueBn Ha Cerbaky. Vnak 1923. rogutHe aowwno je 4o cnopasyma uamehy
beorpaacke onwtuHe u MewTpoBuha fa ce u3paau CMOMEHUK Ha
Tepa3ujama. Kapa cy nouenu npunpemHu pafioBy Ha Konatby Temerba 1
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nocTaBIbakby CnomeHIKa, 1927. roguHe n3buo je ckangan, a beorpascka
jaBHOCT je ocnopaBana nocTaB/bakbe CnomeHuka Ha Tepasujama ca
MOPANHOT 1 YMETHUYKOT acnekTa. oBogom 0Be monemuke ornacuo
ce u3jaBom u aytop®: beoepadcka OnwmuHa mpaxuna je 00 MeHe
npucmarak 0a nocmasu ,lTobedHuka” Ha Tepasujama, npugpemeHo.
Anu kako 3Ham Oa Hawe ,npugpeMeHo” mpaje yecmo ucysuuie dy2o,
cnopasymeo cam ce ca Geozpadckum apxumekmom bajanosufiem 3a
COMUOHUjU nOCMAMeHm Ha Koju Ou ce ueypa umanda nocmagumu.
OnwmuHa je, kako cam yyo, noyena oa paou. f1a je npekuHyna nocao.
Llima ja umam da kaxem? Ako mucsie 0a nocmase guypy Ha Tepasujama,
Heka je nocmase. Ako ¢y npoHauwinu Heko 60/be Mecmo Heka je nocmage
mamo — uaKo ja He 3HaM 3awmo He 6u Mozia cmajamu Ha Tepasujama.
Ha kpajy, moxe da ocmare mamo 2de je u docad 6una — y wynu. Limo ce
MeHe muve, ja 6ux HajauLue 80/1e0 0a ce Hahy mozyfiocmu da u3padum
yesny Yecmy 0HaKo KaKo je 3aMULLIbEH...

Docurmie fjfiyu)- ’

HakoH gyrux nonemuka, pacmpaBa W KpUTAKA OANYYeHO je Y
beorpajckoj onwTMHU [a ce CMOMEHWK He MOCTaBU Ha Tepasujama,
Behi Ha Apyrom mecty u3BaH rpaga. Mpeacennnk OnwtHe Kymanyan
obaBeLuTaBa Mewrtposuha Aa cy pafoBI Ha NOCTaBbakby CNOMEHMKA
Ha Tepa3ujama 00yCTaB/beHU MUMO HheroBor Hapeherba. KoHauHo,
ckynnTypa gobuja cBoje Mecto Ha mnatoy loprer rpaga beorpaacke
TBphase. 0Ba opnyka OnwTuHe o MecTy mocTaBmbama MobefHuka
MOK/I0NKNa Ce (a 3aBpLLETKOM pajioBa Ha ypeherby (aBcKor weTanuiuta
n Benukor cTeneHnwTa Ha Kanemergawy, kao u roguwibuLe
obenexaBatba npoboja ConyHckor ¢poHTa. YnpaBo y cnomeH Tor
porahaja 7. okTobpa 1928. roaunHe cBeyaHo je oTBopeH HoBU fieo (aBcke
aneje 11 OTKpUBEH CMoMeHMK MobeHUK.

Y onycy MBaHa Mewtposuha, ckynntypa [obenHuk, n3BedeHa
1913. roauHe, HemocpeHo HAKOH LMKAYCA CKYNMTYpa HaMerseHux
BuposnaHckom xpamy — HaZoBesyje ce Ha MAEHU W CTUACKN




KOHLIeNT NOMeHYTOr LMKAYCa Y Koju CNajajy penpe3eHTaTBHa Aena
MewtpoBuhiese nnactuke, nonyt ckynntypa Munow O6unuh, Cpha
3nonornefa, Mapko Kpamesuh. (am CMOMeHMK KOHUMNMPaH Y
MOHYMEHTANHOj GOpMU, Hare aTneTcke MyLIKe QUrype, nocTaBbeH Ha
BUCOKI CTYD — Y CMOONNYHOM CMUCTY NpefCTaB/ba MKOHUUY GUrypy
nobene. Kao ukoHorpadcko peluerbe 3a nepcoHndukauujy Tpujymda
no6esoHOCHe HaLmje, Npey3eT je cuMOoNMuaH MOTUB MUTCKOT Xepoja
Xepkyna 13 Hacneha KnacuuHor Bokabynapa.

HakoH 3aBpLueTka [pBor cBeTCKor paTa, hopmuparem HoBe ApXaBe
I HOBe JyXOBHe KNuMe, MPBOOUTHU KOHLENT CnomeHuka BecHuka
nobeze-cno6ogde 1 HEroBo OPUTMHaNHO pelLerbe Kao 3aBpLLHM MOTUB
MOHyMeHTanHe (OHTaHe, uuje je nocTaB/batbe 6UN0 npeaBuheHo
Ha Tepa3ujckom nnatoy, kao cnomeHuK cnoboau u ocnobohery oa
NEeTOBEKOBHOT TYPCKOT PONCTBA — U3ry6uo je ayTeHTUYHO 3Hauetbe,
na je Ha3uB CMOMeHIKa NPONCTEKA0 U3 HeroBe HoBe NocBeTe Npoboja
ConyHckor ¢ppoHTa n nobean cpncke Bojcke y pBOM CBETCKOM pary.

JepHocTaBHOCT NocTameHTa 1 406p0 0MepeHa BUCHA 33 NOCTaB/bakbe,
omoryhuna je carnesaBarbe CIOMeHVKa Y LefnHu, MPe Hero Y eTarbima.
Tume je 0CTBapeHa e/beHa MOHYMEHTaNHOCT, @ Mepuyunupabe camor
(NOMeHWKa Kao 3Haka wnu cumbona. Tokom BpemeHa [lobedHuk je
M0CTao jeaH off Hajyneuatbueujux cumbona beorpaga, a y3 CnomeHuk
3axBaHOCTY DPaHLLYCKoj, NpUnaja Manom 6pojy MOHyMeHTAHIX jaBHUX
CNOMEHIKa Koji y nou3aHu u3mely Aiga (BeTcka patay beorpapy, a koju
Ce OANMKYjy CABPEMEHIM CTUICKUM CTPEMIbERbUMA.

Cnomenuk MobegHuk je ytBpheH 3a kyntypHo Aobpo 1992. rogute
(Cny>x6eHu nuct rpapa beorpaga, op. 26/92).
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Victor Monument

Belgrade fortress, Upper town

The Victor monument was set up in the Upper Town of Belgrade
Fortress in 1928 on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the decisive
breakthrough made on the Salonika (Macedonian) Front in the First
World War. It is a standing bronze male figure with an eagle in the right
hand and a sword in the left, modelled by the sculptor Ivan Mestrovic, set
on a pedestal in the form of a Doric column on a tall cubic base, designed
by the architect Petar Bajalovic.'

The history of the monument goes back to a period between 1913 and
1928, eventhough the initialideawasbornin 1912, when Serbia’s success
in the First Balkan War inspired proposals for erecting a monument in
Belgrade to honour the final victory over the Ottomans. In August 1913

Cultural property of great importance

Belgrade city council made the decision to mark this momentous event
by erecting a monument to Victory.

The original concept was that of a monumental fountain which was
to be placed in Terazije or what then was the Square of Crown Prince
Alexander.” The fountain was to be built of stone in the form of an oval
basin resting on the backs of four lions. At the centre of the basin was to
be a marble column surmounted by the statue of the Victor. According
to the city council resolutions of 4 October 1913 MeStrovi¢ was also to
produce twenty masks for the rim of the basin and fifty masks for the
column, allin bronze. In October 1913 the city contracted with MeStrovi¢
and he set to work on the fountain but, being an Austro-Hungarian
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subject, he had to leave Belgrade at the outbreak of the First World War.

Background information about the fountain and its more detailed
description were brought out by the newspaper Vreme: ...a large basin
(shell) the outer side of which would be decorated with a relief depicting
warriors on galloping horses. Affixed along the rim of the shell would be
lion’s heads (from the present-day jet fountain) spouting water into the
shell. [...] The column would be girdled with spaced hoops to which Turkish
head masks would be affixed, and each would spout a jet of water into the
basin below...

In order to finish the work as quickly possible, Mestrovi¢ moved his studio
to Belgrade. He worked in the semi-basement of the elementary school by
the Cathedral. Within a short time he completed the figure of the Victor

."
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and lion’s heads. Having sent them to Bohemia for casting, he began to
work on the large reliefs of lancers. Sketches for the large lion figures were
also done.

Then the First World War broke out. The Austrian ultimatum forced
Mestrovic to leave Belgrade and almost all finishing works had to be
ceased. During the occupation by Austrian, German and Hungarian troops,
all was destroyed except for the statue of the Victor and lion masks, which
were away for casting.

The exact appearance of the fountain is known from the photographs
of Mestrovic's original drawings taken in his Zagreb studio by the sculptor
Veselko Zoric.*

The project of erecting the fountain in Terazije was revived after the
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First World War, but the available funds could only cover the casting costs
for the Victor and lion masks.’ The statue was stored in a storehouse for
plumbing pipes in Senjak. Yet, in 1923 the city council and MeStrovi¢
reached an agreement that he should do the monument in Terazije.
However, the beginning of preparation works in 1927 caused a public
controversy. The public challenged the erection of the monument on
moral and artistic grounds. The author also had his say:® Belgrade City
Council asked my consent to set up the “Victor” in Terazije temporarily.
But aware that our “temporarily” tends to last too long, | have made an
agreement with the Belgrade architect Bajalovic for a more solid pedestal
for the statue. The Council, so I've heard, set to work. And then stopped.
What have I to say? If they intend to set up the statue in Terazije, let them

set it up. If they have found a better place, let them set it up there. After all,
it may as well stay where it has been for all this time — in a shed. As far
as | am concerned, I'd like it best to have the opportunity to do the whole
Fountain the way it was originally conceived.

After much controversy, debate and criticism, the city council decided
not to set up the monument in Terazije, but to find a location outside the
city. Mayor Kumanudi informed Mestrovi¢ that the preparatory work on
erecting the monument had been ceased contrary to his instructions.
Finally, the statue was given a place in the Upper Town of Belgrade
Fortress. This decision of the city council coincided with the completion
of the Sava Avenue and the Great Stairway in Kalemegdan Park as
well as with the celebration of the anniversary of the Salonika Front
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breakthrough. It was in commemoration of that event that on 7 October
1928 the freshly refurbished part of the Sava Avenue was inaugurated
and the Victor unveiled.

Mestrovic’s statue of the Victor was done in 1913, immediately after
and as a continuation, in concept and style, of the cycle of sculptures
intended for his large-scale project for a shrine commemorating the Battle
of Kosovo (Vidovdanski hram), which includes representative sculptures
such as Srdja Zlopogledja, Milo$ Obili¢ and Marko Kraljevi¢. Conceived
as a colossal athletic male nude set up on a tall column, the monument
symbolically represents the iconic figure of victory. In iconographic terms,
the personification of the triumph of a victorious nation can be traced back
to classical antiquity and its mythic hero Hercules.

After the creation of a new state and a new spiritual climate in the
aftermath of the First World War, the concept of the Herald of Freedom-
victory as the crowning motif of the fountain as a monument to freedom
and liberation from the centuries-long Ottoman occupation lost its
originally intended sense and its name came to reflect its new dedication
to the Salonika Front breakthrough and the victory of the Serbian army
in the First World War.

The simple design of the pedestal and its well-proportioned height
made it possible to take in the monument as a whole rather than in
detail, which resulted in the desired monumentality and the perception
of the monument as a sign or a symbol. Over time the Victor has become
one of the most salient symbols of Belgrade. Along with the Monument
of Gratitude to France, it belongs to the few public monuments erected

between the two world wars in Belgrade which pursued contemporary
stylistic trends.

The Victor Monument was designated as a cultural heritage property in
1992 (Sluzbeni list grada Beograda, no. 26/92).
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