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(nomeHuK U cnomeH-KocmypHuya 6pauuauuma beozpada 1914-1918.
Ihe Monument and Memorial Ossuary to the Defenders of Belgrade 1914-1918
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(nomeHUK u cnomeH-KocmypHuya bparuoyuma beozpaoa 1914-1918. {@Q

Je[IHo o Haj3HauajHUjuX cnomeH-obenex;ja n3 BpemeHa Mp-
BOT CBETCKOr paTa y beorpagy Hana3u ce Ha Hoom rpo6by 1 ynpaso 36or
(BOT CMeLGuUyHOr MooKaja yecTo je 3a60paBsbEHO 1 PETKO AOCTYMHO
wmpoj jaBHocTu. beorpap je 3a Bpeme MpBor cBeTckor pata 61o npBa
NpecToHnLa Koja je 6ombapaoBaHa, 0f eBPONCKIX rPafioBa HajBuLLE je
nyTa pyLueH u 6patbeH, a mapan Jlyj Opanwe 4'Enepe je Haw rpag oa-
NNKOBAO GPaHLYCKOM J1erijom yacTy 360r 1CKa3aHoT Xepon3ma HeroBmx
6OpaHunaua. TpuHaecT roguHa HakoH pata, 1931. roguHe, KocTn cTpaja-
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(nomenurk Ha cmapoj pasgnedruyu / Old picture postcard

nux 6paHunaLia cy uckonawe 1 npemeLLTeHe Y CoMeH-KOCTYPHULY No-
AnrHyTy Ha HoBoM rpobsby. Y KOCTypHULY Cy NPEHeTH M NOCMPTHY 0CTaLy
paTHUKa NOTUHYNKX y BpeMe BankaHckux patoa' . CHoMeHUK 1 KoCTyp-
HULa ¢y nrpaheHn 2o6poBOILHUM NpUN03nMa NpexuBenyx cabopava
OKyMIbeHNX y Yapyetbe pe3epBHUX oduLiipa v paTHIKa, kao 1 beorpap-
CKe OMLUTIHE, 1 TO Ha MeCTY Ha KojeM Ce MpeTxoAHo Hanasuno Cpncko
BOjHMYKO rpobibe. Ha cnomeHuKy cToju HaTnue bpanuoyuma beozpada
Yopyxerve pe3epgHux oguyupa u pamnuka 1931. 0Bo yapyxetbe je buno




Ouzypa cpnckoz BojHuKa ca 2p6om Kparwesure (pbuje (romo C.Hezo8aHosuh)
Serbian soldier statue with the Kingdom of Serbia coat of arms (photo S. Negovanovic)

HajmofiHuje BeTepaHCKo yapyKerbe y KparbeBuHY Jyrocnasuju
11 CBOjUM MHOT0OPOjHIM aKTUBHOCTIMA je PaZIAIo Ha 0uyBatby
ceharba Ha cTpajiane bopLe, Kao v NobosbLIakby MoNoXaja npe-
KuUBenux .

AyTop HaupTa CnomeHnKa 1 CoMeH-KOCTypHULEe
6paHurouuma beorpaa 1914—1918. 610 je no3HaTL apxuTeKTa
W CKYNNTOp, PYCKN emurpaHT PomaH BepxoBcKoj, 40K Cy ayTopu
ckynnTypa cam BepxoBckoj Te Bajapu AKusojut Jlykuh u Bnagn-
mup Maenosiy 3aropofbyk, Takohe Pyc. PomaH BepxoBckoj je
610 1 cam yuecHuk MpBor cBeTCKor pata, a Aolwastum y Cpbujy
noueTkom Tpehie aewenuje 20. Beka paano je y Ynpasi ABopa,
MuHucTapcTBy rpafieBiHa 1 CAMOCTaIHO je NpojeKToBao °,
CnomeHuK 1 CnoMeH-KoCTypHuLa bpaHuounma beorpaga
1914-1918. je komnnekcHa rpaheBiHa, CMeLLTEeHa Ha HajBILLIO]
Taukm rpobiba. Bucoka je 19,40 meTapa, a LieHTpanHN MacuB je
Y3AUTHYT Ha BucuHy of 10 meTapa. Hajnpe je carpaheHa
KOCTYPHULIA, ZieLieHU]y HAKOH OZJTyKe 0 kheHOM MOAN3akby 10-
HeTe 1921. rofuHe 1y kby Cy NOXparbeHu NOCMPTHI 0cTaum 3
529 ngeHtndukosanmx 1 1074 HenaeHTUPUKOBaHa HopLia.
Octaum ngeHTuduKkoBaHNX bopava cy CMeLLTeHu CBaKi Y 3a-
ce6Hy ypHy Ca IMEHOM YMPAOT, JOK CY HeUAEeHTU(MKOBAHM
CMeLUTeHU Y NoceOHY KpUNTY y CaMoj KOCTYPHULM.

/3Haz KoCTYpHULIE Ce y3auKe MOHYMEHTaNHU Crio-
MeHMK 10 Kojer ce npunasu cteneHuiuTem. Ha kameHom nocta-
MEHTY MOCTaBIbeH je MOHONNT, unju je ayTop BepxoBcKoj, v Ha
tbeMy je UCTaKHYTO CTapo 3HaMetbe KparbesuHe Cpbuje, wro je
jenvHY TakaB npumep y MehypaTHom pa3aobiby . Micknecanu
CPMCKV ABONaBM 0pao cBefieHe je hopme, 6e3 obpaae aeTasma.
Ha cnomeHuKy fommuHupa Gurypa cprckor BojHMKA C NYLLKOM
Y pyum, CNpemHor ia 6paHu cBojy 3emiby, cUMB0NN30BaHy 3a-
(TaBOM K0ja je U3HUKNa u3 CTeHe. Tpu KpCTa Koja Ce jaBsbajy Ha
CMOMEHMUKY — KPCT Ha BPXY 3acTaBe, CTaB BOjHUKA Y 00Ky
KPCTa, Kao 1 KPCT HA CAMOM COMEHWKY — YHUBEP3alHut ¢y
MO0 CTpafaba’.

Y noAHOXjy CnoMeH1Ka je orpoMHa ¢purypa cMpTHO
parbeHor OpNa, €a y3ANrHYTUM KaHLIaMa v paLLMpeHnm Kpuin-
ma. Opao nepcoHnduKyje nopaxeHor Henpujatesba, Kojin 1exu
Ha NooxeHM-060peHIM 3acTaBaMa, Takohe cumbony nobe-
e Hajl HenpujaTesbem, @ NOKUAAHN NaHLVW NpeCTaBbajy 0c-
noboferve Hawer Hapoaa o poncTBa. M3nmBeH je oa LpHe
OpoH3e, LT je f06ap KOHTPACT Oy M3BEAEeHOM 0f CBETAOT




KameHa, Koju je cumbon mupa, cnobogie v npaBae, Te 3ajefHo NpefCTa-
B/bajy nobesy f06pa Haj 310M. JoLL jeAaH 3aHUMILUB loAaTaK CoMe-
HUKY jecTe OpUrMHAJIHI TOM, CMELLTEH Herzie Ha CPeANHI KOMMOo3uLyje.
OBa npakca — nocTaB/batbe NpaBor Tona Ha CoMeHULMMa Memopujan-
Hor KapakTepa — 6una je uecta u y [pukoj, OpaHuyckoj u byrapckoj y
mel)ypaTHOM nepuogy 1 Ha HajHenoCpefHNju HaunH cumbonusyje
paTHULLTBO. / cam KOHLLeNT cnoMeHIKa y BUZy CTeHe Uik naHuHe 61o
je monynapaH y MKoHorpaQuju 0Bor BpemeHa, Te ce y Tom cmuciy Bep-
XOBCKOj ipXa0 y CBeMY TpaZuLMOHaNHOT KOHLieNTa MemMopHjanHux
CnoMeHmKa ®,

Y Bpeme noau3atba CnomeHmKa 1 CioMeH-KocTypHuLe bpa-
Huounma beorpaga 1914—1918. 6una je nokpeHyTa nonemuka y Besu
C HeroBOM JIOKaLMjoM, Te Cy ce 1 ayTop cnomeHuka PomaH BepxoBckoj,
Kao 11 6pojHI ymeTHULY, Mehy KojuMa 1 ClInKap, NMKOBHU KpUTiyap,
npodecop u fekaH TexHuukor ¢akynteta Yuusep3uteta y beorpagy
bpanko Monoswh ’, npoTuBMAN 0ANYLY Aa Ce 0BO 0beNexje NoaurHe Ha
rpobsby, ymecTo fa A06Mje CBOje MeCTO Ha HEKOM Of} PeCTOHNYKIUX
TproBa. Hecnaratbe jaBHOCTY Ca 0BOM OANYKOM HaXanoCT Hitje npome-
HIO CyA6MHY COMEHMKa.

Ocgehetby CnomeHuKa 1 COMEH-KOCTypHULe bpaHuoLMma
beorpaga 1914 -1918, Ha [lan npumupja y lpeom cBetckom paty 11.

Hamnuc #a cnomerury / Inscription on the monument

HoBeM6pa 193 1. roauHe — NpUCYCTBOBaNE Cy Haj3HauajHuje fpXaBHe
1 [pyLUTBEHE IMYHOCTU — Kpasb AnekcaHpap Kapahophesuhi u kparbu-
1a Mapuja, unaHoBY KpasrbeBcke Bnage, natpujapx BapHaBa, caBesHuu-
Ke 41nnomarte, BOjHM MPeACTaBHULLN Ha Yeny c reHepanom Bojuciasom
Tomufiem, komaHpaHTom beorpaia, kao 1 opraHu3aTopy nomeHa npes-
cefiHuK beorpazcke onwtiHe Munan Hewwwh, notnpeaceaHuk v ogbop-
HULM, Te NPeAceSHIK YApYKerba pe3epBHIX oduLmpa v paTHIKa Mu-
nan . PapocarbeBuh, Koju je cnoMeHuK npeao Ha YyBakbe OnwTiHY
beorpaackoj &,

CnomeHuK 1 cnomeH-KocTypHiuLa 6paHinourma beorpaga 1914—1918.
3awruhienn cy y okBupy Hosor rpobsba, Koje je yTBpheHo 3a CnomeHuK
KynType of BenuKor 3Havaja 3a Peny6nuky Cpbujy (Onnyka, Cryxbenu
enacruk CPC, 6p. 28/83).
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Roman Verhovskoj’ signiture on the monument




Ynaz y cnomen kocmypHuyy (chomo C.Hezosarosuh) / Entrance to the ossuary (photo S. Negovanovic)
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The Monument and Memorial Ossuary to the Defenders of Belgrade 1914-1918
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Cultural monument

One of the most significant First World War memorials in
Belgrade is situated in Novo Groblje (New Cemetery), an out-of-the-way
location which makes it less accessible to broader publics and thus often
forgotten about. The most frequently attacked and defended of all
European cities, Belgrade was the first capital city that was bombarded
in the First World War. Marshal Louis Franchet d’Espérey decorated the
city with the French Legion of Honour for the heroism of its defenders.
Thirteen years after the war, in 1931, the remains of fallen defenders
were disinterred and laid in the memorial ossuary built in Novo Groblje.

Cnomen kocmypHuya / The Ossuary

The ossuary also received the remains of soldiers who had perished in the
Balkan Wars (1912—13) ', The erection of the memorial ossuary on the
site of a former military cemetery was funded from the contributions
volunteered by survivors assembled in the Association of Reserve Officers
and Soldiers, and by the City of Belgrade. The memorial bears the
inscription: To the Defenders of Belgrade / The Association of Reserve
Officers and Soldiers / 1931. The strongest military veteran organisation
inthe Kingdom of Yugoslavia, the Association promoted diverse activities
aimed at perpetuating the memory of fallen soldiers and improving the




life of survivors %,

The memorial was designed by the prominent Russian-born
architect and sculptor Roman Verhovskoj. The sculptural work was done
by Verhovskoj and the sculptors Zivojin Luki¢ and Vladimir Pavlovich
Zagorodnyuk, also a Russian. Verhovskoj, who himself had fought in the
GreatWar, found refuge in Serbia in the early 1920s, where he worked for
the Royal Household, the Ministry of Construction and as an independent
designer?,

The memorial is a complex structure sited on the highest point
of the cemetery. It is 19.40 m high, with its central massif rising to a
height of 10 m. The ossuary, which was built first, ten years after the
decision to build it had been made in 1921, received the remains of 3,529
identified and 1,074 unidentified soldiers. The identified remains were
put in individual urns bearing the name of the deceased, while the

unidentified remains were entombed in a separate vault in the ossuary.

The ossuary is surmounted by a monument which is accessed
by a flight of stairs. Rising from a stone base is a monolith, executed by
Verhovskoj, which bears the emblem of the Kingdom of Serbia, the only
such example in the interwar period *. The Serbian double-headed eagle
is carved in a stylised manner. The dominant element of the monument
is the statue of the Serbian soldier with a rifle in hand, ready to defend
his country symbolised by the flag sprouting from a rock. Three crosses
occurring on the monument — the cross on the top of the flag shaft, the
cruciform posture of the statue and the cross in the emblem — are
universal symbols of suffering°.

At the bottom of the monolith is the giant figure of a deadly
wounded eagle with its talons turned up and wings spread out. The eagle
personifies the defeated enemy lying on laid-down flags, another symbol




of victory over the enemy, while the broken chains symbolise the
liberation of the Serbian people from enslavement. The eagle cast
in black bronze creates a contrast to the eagle carved in light-
coloured stone, a symbol of peace, freedom and justice, and the two
taken together symbolise the victory of good over evil. Aninteresting
element of the memorial is an authentic cannon mounted on aledge
at about half height of the monolith. The practice of incorporating
real cannons, the most straightforward symbols of warfare, into war
memorials was quite common in Greece, France and Bulgaria in the
interwar period. Considering that memorials in the form of a rock or
a mountain were also popular in the iconography of the period,
Vehovskoj followed the traditional design of war memorials in every
respect,

At the time of the erection of the memorial there arose a
public controversy over its location. Its designer Verhovskoj and
many artists, including the painter, art critic, professor and dean of
the Belgrade University Faculty of Engineering Branko Popovic¢’,
opposed the decision to place the memorial in a cemetery instead
of setting it up on some of the capital city’s squares. The public
opposition to the location did, however, not lead to its being
changed.

The memorial was dedicated on Armistice Day, 11
November 1931, in the presence of all leading civil and military figures,
King Alexander Karadjordjevi¢, Queen Maria, government ministers,
the Serbian Patriarch Barnabas, diplomatic representatives of the
Allied countries, General Vojislav Tankosi¢, commander of Belgrade, as
well as the organisers of the event, Milan Nedi¢, Mayor of Belgrade,
the Deputy Mayor and Councillors, and the President of the Association
of Reserve Officers and Soldiers, Milan Dj. Radosavljevi¢, who handed
over the memorial to the care of the City 8,

The Monument and Memorial ossuary to the Defenders
of Belgrade 1914—1918 is under state protection as part of Novo
groblje (New Cemetery), which s a designated heritage site of great
national importance (Sluzbeni glasnik SRS, no. 28/83)
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CnomeHuK 1 cnomeH KocTypHuLa 6paHnouuma beorpapa 1914-1918.
The Monument and Memorial Ossuary to the Defenders of Belgrade 1914-1918
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