Poona kyha eojeode Cmene Cmenanosuha
Birth House of Field Marshal Stepa Stepanovic
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[nagHa ghacaoa-u3zned npe pekoHcmpykyuje 1984-1990. 200ure
Main fagade before restoration in 1984—-90
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Kymoapai ce Kpo3 UCTopujcKe Nepuoe Metbao BeKOBUMA, Hacesbe je
Cpacno Crpafom 1y NoTnyHoCTH U3rybuno KapakTep cena. 13 nepuopa
cpenune XIX Beka, Hama y Haciehe ocTana je ceocka kyha y Kojoj ce
12. mapta 1856. rofuHe poaMo MCTakHYTA CPACKM BojBoda u3 [lpBor
cBeTckor pata (rena CrenaHosuh.

Henoctatak mMaTepujanHux 1 nucaHux nogaraka o ceny Kymompax y
(pear-em Beky, 0[HOCHO 0 noyeTka XVI BeKa kazia ce NpBu MyT NOMUEbe
Y UCTOPUJCKIM U3BOPUMA, He UCKIbyuyje MOryfHOCT nocTojakba Hacerba
y paHujem nepuogy. Moxpa nerexge Koje noctoje y Hapoay 0 HacTaHKy

nojeanHIX MecTa UMajy M3BeCHe UCTopujcKe MOAIOTe ank Ce OHe TeLLKO
mory Jokaatu. Tako ce y cenuma okonuHe beorpaja npuua fda je
Kymoppar Hajctapuju opy cBUX Hacesba na 1 camor beorpapa. B. boruh!
3abenexino je npearbe Aa je KymaHoBo, KaKo ce paHuje 3Bano faHallkbe
ceno Kymoppax, umano 800 kyha 1 BuLLe nenux LpKaBa ,jAa je Ty ceno
6uno npe Ho rpaa beorpas v Aa cy sy 0faTIe ULLAN U 3K rpag”
I nopep ounrnegHuX npetepuBarba y nereHau BULLE je Hero BepoBaTHO
[a je Kymoapax Mopao noctojaty y CpefitbeM BeKy jep Ce Kao HacesbeHo
MecTo nojaebyje Beh y npBom Typckom nonucy U3 1528. roguHe.?
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[pema npedary nopoauua Bojsoge (rene gocenuna ce y Kymogpax
u3 Xepuerosute win Jluke, a npema apyroj Bep3uju 13 Jleckosua um
lMupota. OBe fBe onpeuHe Bep3uje YKasyjy Ha TO fAa je BOjBOAWHA
nopoauua y Kymoapax focelbeHa Beoma 1aBHo.

(OcoBa Kyhe je npaBoyraoHa, Aumensinja 10 x 8 m, ca Tpu npoctopuje,
,Kyfiom”, cobom 1 coburom. QuyBaHO je ayTEHTUHO OrHbULLTE Ha KOMe
je ctapu cau. Ca UCTOYHe CTpaHe Hanasw ce apXUTPaBHU Tpem Koju
3aXBaTa NM0ONOBIHY rMaBHe nofyxHe dacage. Kyha je 3upaxay apseHom
6OHAPYKY ca NCMYHOM Off YaTMe JOK Cy TeMesbl Y IOMIbEHOM KaMeHy.
KposHu nokpuBau je, cynehn no BUCMHW KpoBa, npBo6uTHO 6MO
MOKPUBaH WHAPOM. [po3opn Cy ABOKPUHM, @ BpaTa jeAHOKpUIHA
nyHa ApBseHa. oo ¢y o4 Lurne u Jailyaxn. Kpos je YeTBOpOCTUBHY
(2 KOHCTPYKLMjOM Of ApBEHUX POroBa W rpefa U MOKpUBauem of

6u6ep upena. Mo cBojuM OCHOBHIM KapaKTepucTUKama Kyha npunaga
TUny ctapuje MopaBcke Kyfe. Jlako je mpeno3Hatibua no Tpemy of
NPaBUIIHUX APBEHNX Tpeda (04 Kojux ¢y Kof MopaBcke Kyfie HoBujer
TUNA HacTanu MopaBckin Nywn). KapakTepuctiike mMopaske cy jow u
YEeTBOPOC/IMBHI KPOB MOKPUBEH LUMHAPOM (LeNaHuUM jenoBuM uim
XpacToBMM Jackama) 1 ApBeHM KocTyp objekTa no kome oBakse Kyhe
Ha3uBajy jow 1 6oHApyyapama. YHyTpallba OpraHu3alyja npocropa
je Takohe KapakTepucTyHa, noderbeHa Ha ,Kyhy” y Kojoj ce Hanasuno
OTHbULLTE Ca COBPOM 33 AHEBHO KopuLwfietbe n Ha ,cobe” y Kojuma ce
CnaBarno.

Mopekno osor Tuna kyhe je u3 KocoBckor nomopassba, opakne ce
TOKOM ceoba npoLumpuna kpajem XIX Beka u'y okonuty beorpaga.

Wako noctoje pasnuuute Teopuje o nopekny CrenaHosuha, cyaehu no
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Tuny kyhe HajBepoBaTHUja je OHa Mo Kojoj ce TpuaeceTux roguna XVIIl
BeKa B0jBOAMH uyKyHaeda (TenaH ynpaBo u3 jyxHe Cpbuje pocenmoy
Kymoppax. 0Bae je M3pogno 6pojHo NOTOMCTBO Koje N0 POSOHAYESTHUKY
Ha3uBajy (renaHosuhu. Kakas je Beh 06uuajy Cpba, umeHa cy ce ny 0Boj
MOPOAMLM NPeHOCUNa C KOMeHa Ha KOMeHo, a C UIMeHNMa 11 CyabuHa.
BojeoanH pepa Crenan (tenaosuh je Kao jesaH of HajBubeHujux
mbyan y Kymoppaxy Bojesao y3 Kapahopha y | cpnckom ycTanky npoTus
Typaka, 6aLu Kao LTo je TO celaMfeceTaK rofMHa KacHuje UMHIO HeroB
YHYK 11 IMetbaK — YCMeLLHo.

Kusot Bojsoge Crene (renaHoBuha 6uo je (Be camo He MOHOTOH U
yobuuajeH. Kao uetBpTo feTe y nopoauuy Texaka, (tena Huje umao
HapouuTe WaHce Aa ycne y xugoty. Mpobnem je npeAcTasmbana u
HberoBa Kpxka rpaha, a fia creapu 6yay joLu KoMnnKoBaHuje NobpuHyo

] u§'é“v lw’ (i __peauu;e pecmaypauule 1984 1990 , 200uHe
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ce jefiaH buk koju je manexom Crenu pacnopuo Tpbyx porom na je oH
npexmBeo (amo 3axBarbyjyfiv npucebHOCTU CTPUHE.

[Jla nu 61 ce Toyak ucTopuje Apyraunje okpetao Aa je (tena n3Bykao
kpahiu wran?Y oHo fo6a, nopouLie Cy y LIKOMY MOTAIE CaTh Camo jefiHO
JeTe, a BOjBOANH cTapuji 6pat Mapko je Takofje xeneo y ckamuje. Kako
6u ce 3aapxana 06jekTUBHOCT, bpaha cy n3snaymuna wranose - cpefiom
1o cpnckm pog, nobeno je Crena. Mocne TPOroAMLLKE OCHOBHE LUKONE,
(rena je noxahao wecToropnwwby rMmHasujy y beorpapy opakne ce
1874. 6e3 npujemHor ucnuta ynucao y 11. knacy ApTusbepujcke WwKone
— MpeTeuy faHalibe BojHe Akagemuje. 3aHUMIBUBO, Y 0BOj Knacu
je punnommpao joww jeaH CBETCKN NpU3HATK BOjckoBoNa — BOjBOAA
Muojun Muwmh u3 CrpyraHuka. LLkonoBatbe oBe Knace, nocne cgera
[Be rofuHe je npekunyo Cpncko-Typcku pat (1876-1878) y kojem je




(Crena (TenaHoBMN y4ecTBOBAO MPBO Kao OPAOHAHC*, a MOTOM Kao
KOMaHAMp Boda MCTakaBLL ce y 6ojeBuMa kog KypunoBa, LUnberosua,
Kpywesua... Kpajem 1876. ycnemuno je n npso yHanpehetbe y yuH
noTtnopyuHuka. Mo 3aBpLeTKy LKonoBatba, (TenaHosuh je npeyseo
LYXHOCT KOMaHAMpa Boda y KparyjeBaukom rapHu3ony. OBaj nepuop
HbEroBOr XINBOTa 00eNexunaje Benukabybas cJeneHom Munosarosuh,
khepkom HauenHuKa KparyjeBaukor cpe3a C Kojom je y BennKoj jby6asu
1 NOLUTOBAkbY XMBEO 10 Kpaja KIBOTa.

Mano Ko 3Ha fia je BeIMKN paTHUK Y MUPHOZONCKIM yCnoBIMa 610
omubeHu npodecop y Kparyjesaukoj rumHasuju u Ha BojHoj akagemuju,
anu 1 ypesHuK yaconuca ,PatHuk” u, Cnyxx6eHu BojHI rnacHuK”. Mnak,
Hajsefin JONPUHOC je 4a0 Kao MUHUCTAP BOjHN Y Ao6a HajBefinx Kpusa
— AHekcuoHe 1908/09. u y npeaseuepje bankaxckux patosa 1911/12.
Y nBa MaHzata, y To fo6a reepan C(renaHoBuh (yHanpefjeH y Taj unH
jyHa 1907) paumroHanHuM Mepama je nocTaBuo Temesbe opraHu3auuje
(pricKke apmuje, Koju Cy ce y KacHUjUM TOAMHamMa MoKasanu Bpio
CTabunHUM.

Y | 6ankaHckom paty, reHepan Crena CrenaHoBuh je 610 KomaHgaHT
2. aBe3HNuKe apmuje C Kojom je nopa3uo Typke Ha LipHom Bpxy
3ay3eBlwi npema nnaHy Kpuey nanaxky u Kpatoso. Hajsefin ycnex
2. apmuje y 0BOM NOX0AY UNaK je npoTepuBatbe Typaka u3 JespeHa y
Kome je 3apobsbeHa rotoBo Liena Henpujatesbcka apmuja. Mctopujcke
OKOHOCTM HUcy faane npepax Cpbuju. CapajeBCKku aTeHTaT je 3aTeKao
reHepana (TenaHoBuha Ha MeCTy 3aCTyMHMKA HauenHWKa LWTaba
BpxoBHe KomaHZe cpncke Bojcke MOLLTO je 0CTapenn BojBoja Pagomup
MyTHMK 610 Ha BarbCkom Neyetrby. (BeCTaH 0MacHOCTY Koja Ce HafBuNa
Hag oTaybuxom, (tena (TemaHoBuh je W3BPLINO BEOMa YCMeLUHY
mobunusauujy u pacnopehuarbe Tpyna 3a opbpaHy of w3rneHor
Hanaza, a noLuTo ce Bojoza [yTHUK BpaTIO y 3eMIby, reHepar je IOHOBO
(Tao Ha ueno Boje 2. apmuje. YnpaBo 0Ba apMuja je umana opiyuyjyin
yTuLaj Ha ucxop Liepcke utke Kojom je nouena nponact Ayctpoyrapcke
MOHapXuje. 3a MYHe 3acnyre y OBUM TelKMM BpemeHUMa 3a (pbujy,
(rena CrenaHosuh je yHanpefeH y unH BojBoAe. V3y3eTHe 3acnyre
BojBopa (Tena je MMao 1 3a jow jefaH nereHaapHu Tpujymd cpncke
apmuje y Konybapckoj buum, a BeTcky CnaBy je cTekao mpobojem
ConyHckor ¢poHTa Kana je Ha lobpom nomy 1 Kosjaky 1918. npobuo
byrapcke nuHuje. HenyHa ABa mecela of noyetka npo6oja ConyHckor
dpoHTa, Cpncka 2. apmuja ymaplumpana je y ocnobofero CapajeBo
YMMe je NpaKTYHO 3aTBOPEH KPYr BOjBOAMHE BOjHE Kapujepe Koju ce
0TBOPYMO ynpaBo y npecTtoHuum bocHe n XepueroBuxe Ha BupospaH
yetupn roguHe pauje. Y CapajeBy je Bojsoga MpoBeo nocnedry
FOLVMHY (BOje aKTUBHE BOjHe CNTyx0e Kao KoMaHAaHT capajeBcke BojHe
o6nactu. Kpajem 1919. roauHe, BojBoza je 0CETUBLUY ia MY je 3APaBIbe

HapylleHo, Ha COMCTBEHM 3axTeB MeH3uoHucaH. C mopopuom ce
MoByKao y ckpoMHy Kyfy y Yauky rae je 6aBehn ce oko somahinHcTBa
1 yxuBajyfinn y Kpyry nopoauue ynopHo u3beraBao (Bako MelLatrbe y
MOAUTMKY WAKO je Y BULLE HaBpaTa IMao MOHYAY Aa e BpaTh Ha MecTo
MUHUCTPa BojHor. (Tena CrenaHoBuh je npemunyo 27. anpuna 1929.
FOLMHE 11 CaxpatbeH je y NOPOANYHOj rpobHMLM Y Hauky.

360r CBOjUX €THOTPadCKUX KapaKTepUCTUKA U UCTOPUjCKOT 3Hauaja
kyha y Kojoj ce poauo jeaaH of Hajsehux BojckoBoha mogepHor noba,
npornaLuexa je 3a KyntypHo fobpo of Benukor 3Hauaja (Cnyx6eHn
rnaciuk CPC 6p. 28/83). Kao npumepak HapoAHe apXUTEKType HeH
3Hauaj pacte ¢ 063upom Ha Manu 6poj ouyBaHux Kyha oor Tuna y
Hajyoj okonuHn beorpaga. U3 oBe ckpomHe ceocke Kyhe noTekao je
yoBeK uuje UMe npefcTaB/ba CMHOHUM ocnoboherba Cpbuje, reHepan
Koju je caBe3HULMMa J0Heo NpBY nobegy y Benukom pary.

Y nepuogy og 1984. no 1990. roguHe, npema npojekTMa 3aBoga 3a
3alUTUTY COMEHNKa KynType rpaga beorpaga, u3BegeHu cy 06umHm
KOH3epBaTOPCKO-pecTaypaTopcki pajoBi Ha Kyfm u ABa nomofiHa
00jeKTa anu HMKaja Huje 3aBplueHa npedBuheHa PeKOHCTPYKUMja
LIefIor KOMM/eKca Kojit Hije 3aX1Beo Kao MemMopjanHi KoMeKc
pasfunUTUAM efyKaTUBHUM Cafpajuma.

Tokom 2013. roauHe y 3aBopy je upaheH npojekat caHauuje, koju hie
y3 NOAPLUKY rpaja beorpaga yckopo 6utn peanu3osaH.

Hanomere:

' B. bozuf, [macruxk cpnckoz yueHoz Opywimeaa krwuza ll, ceecka XIX.

2 [ip. Xa3um UWabarosuh, Typcku uzsopu 3a ucmopujy beoepada, krwuea |, beozpad 1964.
* opdoranc-ogpuyup (fr.ordonnance-officier) 8oj. mnahu oguyup dodeswer Ha cryxby
auem oguyupy (KoMaHoaHmy), padu u3epwasarea te208ux Hapehera

U3eopu:

Joxymenmayuja 33CKIb, [ocuje cnomenuka kynmype, Podra kyha eojeode Cmene
Cmenarosuha, CK 126.

(aso Ckoko; llemap Onayuh (1990). Bojsoda Cmena y pamosuma Cpbuje 1876-1918
(LLlecmo u3darwe ed.). beoepadcku usdasayko-epaguyku 3aso0.
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Originally a village, Kumodraz changed over the centuries, became
absorbed by the city and eventually lost its rural character. A mid-19th-
century legacy left to us is the farmhouse in which the illustrious Serbian
military commander of the First World War, Field Marshal (Vojvoda)
Stepa Stepanovi¢, was born on 12 March 1856.

The dearth of written material on the village of Kumodraz in the
middle ages, i.e. before the earliest reference dating from the beginning
of the 16th century, does not necessarily mean that a settlement had
not existed there. Local legends about the origin of settlements may be

grounded in historical fact, but are difficult to prove. Those circulating
in the villages around Belgrade have it that Kumodraz is the oldest of
all, even older than Belgrade town. A legend written down by V. Bogic’
has it that Kumanovo, as Kumodraz was called previously, had 800
households and several beautiful churches, that a village had been
there before Belgrade was built, and that people from the village went
to work on its construction. All exaggerations put aside, it is very likely
that Kumodraz existed in the middle ages because it features in the first
Ottoman property census records of 1528.%
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Tradition has it that the Stepanovi¢ family had moved to Kumodraz
either from Herzegovina or Lika, or from Leskovac or Pirot. The two
different stories suggest that the family must have settled in KumodraZ
quite a long time ago.

The house is oblong in plan, 10 by 8 m, and has three rooms: the
“house”, the room and the small room. The original hearth with a
typical cooking vessel (sac) has survived. A recessed porch beneath the
roof supported by posts occupies half the length of its longer east side.
It is a timber-framed house with wattle and daub infilling and stone
foundations. Judging by its pitch, the roof was originally covered with
wooden shingles. The house has double glazed casement windows,
single-leaf doors, and plank and brick floors. The hipped roof structure
uses timber rafters and beams and is covered with beaver tail tiles. By
its main features, the house belongs to the older Morava house type,
popularly known as“Moravka” Itis easily recognisable by the porch with
regularly spaced wooden posts (which evolved into “Morava arches”
in the younger house type). The Moravka is also characterised by its
hipped roof covered with wooden (oak or fir) shingles and by its timber
frame. The layout is also characteristic: it consists of the “house” with a
hearth and a low dining table (sovra), where the family spent the day,
and “rooms’, where they slept. The house type originated in Kosovo
(Kosovsko Pomoravlje) and spread with Serbian population migrations,
reaching the environs of Belgrade in the late 19th century.

~U32/1e0 noopymeKoz 3u0q
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Judging by the type of the Stepanovi¢ house, the most likely of the
different hypothesis about the family origin is that the Field Marshal’s
great-great-grandfather came to Kumodraz from southern Serbia. His
many descendants bore the family name Stepanovic after him as the
family founder. Personal names are transmitted from grandparent to
grandchild, as is a widespread custom among the Serbs, and personal
destinies seem to be transmitted with them as well. The Field Marshal’s
grandfather, Stepa, was one of the village notables and fought alongside
Karadjordje in the First Serbian Uprising against the Ottomans (1804),
just as his grandson and namesake gloriously did some seventy years
later.

The life of Field Marshal Stepa Stepanovi¢ was all but ordinary and
uneventful. The fourth child in a farmer family, Stepa had little prospect
of success in life. Moreover, he had a frail physique and, to make things
worse, he got his belly ripped open by a bull and survived only owing to
his aunt’s prompt reaction.

Would the wheel of history have rolled differently had Stepa Stepanovi¢
drawn the short straw? The farmer families could only afford to send one
child to school, and both Stepa and his older brother Marko wanted to go
to school. To exclude subjectivity, the brothers drew straws and, luckily
for the Serbian nation, Stepa won. After the three-year elementary
school, he completed the six-year secondary school in Belgrade and in
1874, without having to take the qualifying exam, enrolled in the 11th




IDHIENIAD

(o7 ww UL Cl2Au08UAY Y oDy

STEpHISLEPAIIDYI A IINIIMDU e,

class of the Artillery School, the precursor of today’s Military Academy. It
may be interesting to note that yet another famous general graduated
from the same class: Zivojin Misi, born in Struganik. After two years,
their schooldays were cut short by the Serbo-Ottoman war (1876—78), in
which Stepa Stepanovic at first served as a batman and then as a platoon
leader, and excelled in the battles of Kurilovo, Siljegovac, Krusevac etc.
In late 1876 he was promoted to second lieutenant. Having completed
his military education, Stepanovi¢ was posted as a platoon commander
to the Kragujevac Garrison. This period of his life was marked by a
romantic love with Jelena Milovanovi, the daughter of the governor of
Kragujevac District, whom he married and lived with in love and mutual
respect until the end of his life.

Itis little known that in times of peace the great general was a much-
loved teacher at the Kragujevac Grammar School and at the Military
Academy, as well as the editor of the Ratnik (Soldier) and Sluzbeni vojni
glasnik (Official Military Gazette). He served as war minister during worst
crises: the Annexation crisis in 1908/9 and on the eve of the Balkan wars
in 1911/12. The groundwork for a rational organisation of the Serbian
armed forces that General Stepanovic (he was promoted to the rank in
June 1907) laid during his two ministerial terms proved to be very solid.

In the First Balkan War, General Stepa Stepanovic served as Commander
of the 2nd Allied Army, which defeated the Ottoman forces at Crni Vrh, and
seized Kriva Palanka and Kratovo. Yet, the 2nd Army’s biggest success in this
campaign was the expulsion of the Ottomans from Edime, where almost
an entire enemy army was captured. But for Serbia, there was no respite.
The news of the assassination of Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo found General
Stepanovi at the post of Acting Chief of the General Staff, in place of the
aged and ailing Field Marshal Radomir Putnik, who was abroad for medical
reasons. Aware of the threat looming over his homeland, Stepa Stepanovi¢
carried out mobilisation and deployed troops for defence against the likely
attack. With Field Marshal Putnik back in the country, General Stepanovi¢
resumed his post as Commander of the 2nd Army. The 2nd Army was
vital for the outcome of the Battle of Cer, which marked the beginning
of the end of the Habshurg Monarchy. For his outstanding services to
the country in such difficult times he was promoted to field marshal. He
was responsible for yet another legendary triumph of the Serbian army,
at the Battle of the Kolubara, and gained worldwide renown after the
breach of the Bulgarian lines at Dobro Polje and Kozjak on the Salonika
(Macedonian) Frontin 1918. Less than two months after the breakthrough
operations began, the Serbian 2nd Army marched into liberated Sarajevo,
whereby his military career practically came full circle, as it was there that
it had begun to gather momentum four years earlier. The Field Marshal




spent the last year of active duty in Sarajevo, as Commander
of the Sarajevo Military Area. In late 1919, he felt his health
was declining and was retired at his own request. He settled
in Cacak with his family, where he lived a peaceful family life
in his unpretentious home, away from politics, declining all
offers to resume the office of war minister. Stepa Stepanovic
died on 27 April 1929 and was buried in the family vault in
Cacak.

For its ethnographic value and historical significance the
housein which one of the greatest generalsin contemporary
history was born has been designated as a cultural property
of great importance (Sluzbeni glasnik SRS no. 28/83). Its
value as an example of vernacular architecture is even
greater given the small number of the surviving houses of
the type in Greater Belgrade. From this humble farmhouse
came a man whose name is synonymous with the liberation
of Serbia, the general who won the first victory for the
Allied camp in the Great War.

An extensive conservation and restoration project for the
house and two auxiliary structures developed by the CHPBI
was carried out between 1984 and 1990, but the planned
development of the site into a memorial complex which
would offer a variety of educational content has never been
completed.

A repair plan prepared by the CHPBI in 2013 will soon be
carried out with the support of the city council.

Notes
"V. Bogic, in Glasnik Srpskog ucenog drustva ll/XIX.
*Hazim Sabanovi¢, Turski izvori za istoriju Beograda, vol. | (Belgrade 1964).
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CHPBI Documentation, Cultural Property File: Rodna kuca vojvode Stepe
Stepanovica, SK 126

Savo Skoko and Petar Opacic, Vojvoda Stepa u ratovima Srbije 1876—1918,
6th ed. (Belgrade: BIGZ, 1990)

32080pY Ca npecmonoHacnedHuKom Anekcandpom y lpeom

( g] 4-1918) (ussop: http://scr.digital.nb.rs/document/UBSM-album-1914-1918)
ield Marshal Stepanovic 1.nversation with Crown Prince Alexander during the
First World War (available at http://scr.digital.nb.rs/document/UBSM-album-1914-1918)

For more see N. Zivkovi¢, Narodno graditeljstvo — spomenik kulture danas
(Belgrade 2007), and “Grocanske kuce — paradigma vremena’, Nasledje X1
(2077).
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