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Captain Misa’s Edifice

3aBop 3a 3alWITUTY COMeHUKa KynType rpaga beorpapa
Cultural Heritage Preservation Institute of Belgrade



Cinesa Togoposuh, Ilopiipetss Muwie Anaciiacujesuha
Steva Todorovic, Portrait of Misa Anastasijevic

3asewnajro uucmo Muuie Anactuacujesuha
Testament letter of Misa Anastasijevic

FABELITAING IHHO BEARKOT YEHBEPCHTETUROT A06POTBOPA
MALIE AHACTACHIEBHEA MHNKHCTPY TPOCBETE.

 POCHOAHHE !

Jilost & CHATNAIIHS! HEAST B HAMEPA EBIAA, AS B HMANS,
KOF FAMB 10 MEAOCTH EOWION (TERAO, O4FONME W YETYRIIRE E4NY
YACTS HA OB ITEHAPBANY 110AZY H NOTPESY MO OPENNAOTE OTEYE =
CTBA, YRASABIIN 0 AOCOAS MPFMA AAHHME MN NPHANKAND MOK AR
EABE H YTAYSHOCTH 34 FAAOARTEANE H OEIITENOACSHE {BAH, 3 (b
HAPOUNTO HAMHIIAHO MONME TECTAMENTOME OLTABNTH EAANZ CRO=
MFHE MOTA POAOAIOELS). o Bbl CTF MK N YITMFHO, A AOTAF TOrd
H AHGHERD PASAOKNAN EFAHRY OCKVAHLY H NOTPEBY, KOK OTE:
YECTEO HAE OCERA ¥ SAANINMA 34 CXOANO CMEIITONE YYEEHBI
H NPOCEETHA SABEARHIN, KA0 WITO €V : AWHEH, HAPOAHE BHEALO:
TERE, BAPOARKIN MYFEN, 110 BPEMENY BAPOANSN YHHEEDSHTETI T

wH LAMB AAKAF NPEMA OBOH TOTPEGH HAWAD CF MOBY:
BENE, Ad YIROPHME BPFME, KAAS € OTFYFCTED MORH 04 MON pPoz
AONIOEHBE! HAMEPA NOATOBATH CF, H IOTOME PEMNO CAMB CF Ad
FOWITA (40T NOKAONHME 34 NPOrBETHE NOTPEEE OTEYErTEA MoK
BEAHKY HOBO-[ASHAMNY KVRY N4 OBAAWNEOH BEANKOH EFNUH 1O:
AHTHYTY, it ¥ TOH UEAN FOTORE CAMb APECTPONTH H ACBPUINTH
HETO TABHIE OHAKO, KANO KE HANEONE H NOANVNO OArOROPHTH
HOTPEEN OBbI YYEEHEI FAREAFHIN,

o BACH MOANME AKAE [OCTOARNE, Ad O OROMZ MOME
SANALYERIC WIEBCTHTE WBrogy [BeTaocTs Awsiza Badpdoya, v
AKO BYAENE (PERANS 44 CF NETO YBANN, H RY 04HA AdTH Ha:
AOPE MHOME BYNONOTNNRY Hain Npmusy, 40 Ad HIBPWNTH KA
HETOME 3AAHIIO B NOTPEEHA RPEVETPOENS, H KA SAANIE BY:
AF FOTORO W AOBPUIERO Ad NOATYHO (RO BAWHON kAN 04 =
TOBOPH, 31 RY BAMB OHAA KAIOYERE HOTOMS, H POPMANNBIA CV:
AONB TOTEPFENBIN AKTE YETYIIACHI NPEASTH, B HETO MO 40+
500 ¥ BPHTHKARIE NPABHTEABCTEA 34 BEKOBFYNO HEMORO YROTPE:
BAFWE HA ROMFHYTE OBWTENOAFSHE FAN NPEHETH,

wllprtnTe, locnodnne, vaons RPHANKOMS YBEPENE MOrE
HETHRETOrE ROUMITOSANSY,

12, Pespyapa 1865, roq.
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CnomeHVK KynType ofi M3y3eTHOr 3Ha4aja

efHa Of Hajpenpe3eHTaTBHUjUX 6eo-

rPaAcKMx Manata AeBEeTHAeCTOr BeKa,

KaneTtaH MuwwuHo 3parbe, carpabeHa je y
nepwogy of 1857. po 1863. roguHe. Y speme
HaCTaHKa, 3fakbe je, MonyT NpaBe rpaguTe/bc-
Ke 1 apXUTEKTOHCKe 3HaMEHWUTOCTK, Kao jefHa
Of HajpaCKOLHUjX 1 HajBULLKX rpaheBrHa Yy
beorpagy 6uno npegmer avBmera cyrpaha-
Ha. CarpaheHa je y3 HeKapalumby xoten, mne-
puvjan” c KojuM je YMHWNa HU3 jaBHIX objeKaTta
y3 r11aBHW 6eorpafckm Tpr - Benuky nujauy. 3-
rpagrba oBor 0bjeKkTa y HenmocpeaHoj 613vHu
KHe3 Muxannose ynuue, Koja je Tek buna y
npovecy perynawuje, 03Hauuna je MPeokpeT y
HauMHY rpagHe N aPXUTEKTOHCKOM MULLTbEHY
Koju Cy Bnafjanu rpagutesbctBoM beorpaga
TOr Nepuofa. ApxmTeKTypa OBOT 3Aatba npea-
CTaB/ba CBEAOYAHCTBO TpaHchopmaLuje beo-
rpaga 13 opujeHTase BapoLuuLe y eBPOMCKY
NPecToHNLy MOAepHe ypbaHe CTPYyKType u
penpe3eHTaTMBHMX 3Lakba.

CBoje nonynapHo nMe nanata je Aobuna
no rpagutesby, Kanetany Muwmn AHactacuje-
Buhy, yuyBeHOM 6eorpagckom TProBLy COsby

KATTETAH MALUIHO 30ARE

CryneHTckm Tpr 6p. 1

"

Hawiduc ,Muwa AHacwacujesuh cgom oltiedeciusy’,
ucuucaH KpyUuHuUM 371atUHUM €/108UMA U3HAgG Uopluana,
Kasyje ga je jegaH cplcku pogosvyb, Koju ce oboiaiuuo,
UoK/IoHUO o8y Uanaily gpxasu y 06pazosHe capxe u gajy je
uotutyHo oupemMuo o0 c8OM WPOWKY.

I. Paw, CeetuuoHuk uctuoka, MNpar, 1873.

1 6poaoBnacHuKy. Tutyny ,AyHaBCKOr KaneTaHa” AHactacujeBuh
je pobuo op kHesa Mwunowa ObpeHoBuNa, Y 3HAK HIMXOBE Ca-
pagre 1 npujatesbcTBa. fanata je carpaheHa npema nnaHoBU-
Ma YellKor apxuTekTe JaHa HeBone, Koju je y TpeHYTKY 3upatba
00aB/bao AYKHOCT [MaBHOT VHXetbepa MoneunTterbcTBa BHyTpe-
Hux Aena. PagoBe Ha M3rpafby objekTa M3BogMO je rpaheBuHap
Jocnd LWrajHnexHep. MpBobuTHa Hamepa KanetaH-Muwe 6una
je fma 3rpagy mogurHe 3a ABOP HecyheHor Bragapckor mapa —
cBoje Khepu Cape u hopha Kapahophesuha. MehyTum, Kako je
CeeToaHapejcka ckyniitHa 1859. rogmHe oanyumnna ga Bpatu
KHe3a Munowa Ha Bnagapcky npecto y Cpbuju, n3rybrbeHe cee
Hage o fonacky Ha Bnact Kapahophesuha. Tako je jow Tokom
13rpage, 3rpafa 3aBeLiTaHa ,0TeyecTBy” 3a CMeLUTaj BULLE KyJl-
TYPHUX 1 MPOCBETHUX YCTaHOBa Tajawe KHexeBuHe Cpbuje:
y by Ce 0OAMax HaKOH M3rpagre ycenuna Benvka wkona, 3atum
[MmHa3nja, MuHnucTapcTBo npocseTe, Peanka, HapogHa 6v6nu-
oTeka, HapogHu my3ej n gpyre. lNopen Tora, cBeyaHa cana oBe
nanaTe 6una je No3opHMLA BaXKHUX UCTOPUjCKMX forahaja: y Hoj
je 1864. roanHe 3acefana cKynwTrHa; 1868.y H0j je ogp»xaHa oc-
HMBauKa CKYNLWTWUHA NPBOT MHXEHepCKor yapyxema y Cpbuju; y
FEHOj CBeYaHoj canu je 1875. nocTaBsbeHa 1 NpBa M3noxba ap-
XUTEKTOHCKMX CHMMaKa 1 Konuja dpecaka ca CPncKnx Cpearo-
BEKOBHUX MaHacTupa Kojy cy npupeannu Muxauno Bantposuh u
OparytvH MunytuHosuh.



BoraTcTBO eKopaTMBHUX eneMeHata Ha Gacagama, Ymje ce fo-
PEKNO MOXe TPAXKNTI Y BU3AHTUJCKIAM, FOTUYKIIM 11 paHOPEHeCaH
HUM apXMTEKTOHCKM M3BOPUMA, OfyLLEBbaBano je beorpahaHe,
Koju Cy 3rpady Ha3vBanw,BeHelnjaHckom nanatom’. OCHOBA 3Aarba
je NpBOBUTHO MMana cMMeTPUYHY NpaBiHy dopmy, ca ABa floce6-
Ha Aena 0fBOjeHa yna3HUM NPOCTOPOM (BeCTUOUIOM) Y pr3emsby
I CBEYAHOM CaioM Ha ApYrom cnpary. PomaHTUYHOM TOHY- obnu-
KoBatba (pacafia MocebHO je AOMPUHENo KOHTPACTHO CYMpOoTCTa-
B/batbe 3/1aTHOXKYTVX PaBHUX MOBPLUVHA 1 MPO30PCKUX OKBMPA U
JeTasba 13BefeHrX y Tepakoti. CuMeTpuyHoCT rpaheBuHe nogsy-
ueHa je TpoAenHoM nofenom dacae ca cpeauLlbUM AENOM (pu3a-
NINTOM), HarnaLeHUM KPOBHIM BEHLIEM 11 OCMaTPaYHULOM Ha BPXY,
1 Ca HEeLWTO HUXUM 60YHUM pU3anuTiima. Ha cpepmiirbeM, Hajpen-
pe3eHTaTMBHUjeM feny dbacage, OfBOjeHOM MANTKIM NONyCcTy60BM-
Ma (MM3eHama) Koje ce 3aBpLUaBajy | KkyanLama Ha-KPOBHOM: BEHLLY,
13ABajajy ce npo3opu (6udope) pelleHn RO y30py.Ha MONyKPYKHIA,
CErMEeHTHU BEHeLWjaHCKu NyK.

JekopaTtuBHy peneptoap dacage, nopen dpusa cnenux ap-
Kafa 1 yKpacHe aTuKe y HajBMLLOj 30HW, Y/HE ABe MyHe CKyNnType
Yy HULLaMa, CUMETPUYHO MOCTaBIbEHe ca 06e CTpaHe MIaBHOT ya3a
y BUCHY npBor cnpata. Ckynntype ,AnonoH ca nnpom” n ,MrHep-
Ba Ca KOM/beM W LITUTOM" CBOJUM TEMATCKVIM 1 CUMOORINYHIAM 3Ha-
uereM anyaupajy Ha YyMeTHUUKY, 00pa30BHY 11 Hay4HY HaMeHy-Kojoj
je rpaheBuHa 6una HamerbeHa joL TOKOM 3ugaksa. CKYAnType, Kao'u
Mefa/boHM ca MOTUBMMA aHhena n3Haa ynasa, Aeno-Cy Heno3HaTor
ayTopa. OcobeHOCT NNacTUYHOr YKpaca-Ha raBHoj-pacany-3aama
MpencTaB/ba 1 jeflaH Of PETKO cauyBaHuX rpboBa KHekeBlHe Cp-
6uje, cMelLTeH Y MefarbOHY U3HaA MPo3opa-ApYrorF Cripara, kao-u
ABa 60YHa Mefla/bOHa Ca 03HaKOM roAuHe 3aBpLUETKA U3rPadHbe, 13-
BefeHa y Tepakotu. Oburbe feTarba n3paheHnx y TepakoTu v apyrum
VHAYCTPUjCKMM MaTepujanima yKa3yjy Ha 13y3eTHo 6oratctso rpa-
AuTerba 06jeKTa, jep Cy TakBU MaTepujanu y Bpeme rpaheralobjexta
MO camo fia byay yBe3eHU 13 MHOCTPaHCTBa. peTrnocTaB/ba ce
fAa cy npumepuy Ha KanetaH MiwwinHom 3aarby n3paheni y beuy nau
MewTw, c Kojuma je Cpbuja y To BpeMelOua-y-HajormKUM KyITypHM
1 YMETHUYKIUM ofHOCKMa. KameHw fenosu dacage, HapounTo feKo-
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patuBHO obpaheHe KoH3oMe GankoHa v nyLm
KOjiMa je YOKBMpPEHa ynasHa napTuja, uspabhe-
HW Cy 0 KameHa ca Teputopuje Cpbuje.

KaneraH MuwurHo 3harbe M3a3mBano je
naxky APONasHMKa He caMo CBOjOM nemno-
TOM\U gonagbueowhy Beh 1 cBOjoM BUCK-
Hom. Kao Hajsuwe 3pame beorpapa, Koje je
Ty TUTYJy 3aAp»ano rotoBo A0 noyeTka ABa-
JeceTor BeKka, NOC/y»WUo je 3a NocTaB/bame
ocmarpayHuue, Koja ce ,120 ctona m3guxe
M3HAL|TPra 1 npy»a Hajnenwm BUAKK Ha beo-
rpag v erosy okonmHy"" Y ctakneHoj 4eTsp-
TacTOj KYN1 — MaBU/bOHY, TOKOM Y/ATaBOT AaHa
1 HONK cTpaxap je, uMajyhn moryhHocT fa
npep cobom B NaHopamy rOTOBO YMTaBOT
oHgalmer beorpafa, ynosopasao BaTpora-
CLie Ayrauykom Tpyobom o 13bujatby Moxapa.
OBa CTaKneHa cTpaxapa 6una je y ynotpebu
cBe o 1919. rognHe, Kaga je 36or yBohera
TenedOHCKNX NMHWja, fojaB/bUBaHe TPy6OM
110CTano Cnopo v npesasuheHo.

KoHauyHy KybuuHn BonmymeH y Buay 3a-
TBOPEHOr 6/10Ka Ca YHYTpaLlbUM LBOPULLTEM
3arbe je obuno HajseposaTHuuje 1905. rogu-
He, Kafa je Benvka wkona npepacna y YHusep-
3uTet|beorpaacku. 360r Wwupetba 06pPa3oBHMX
noTpeba 1 nporpama HOBOOCHOBAHOT YHUBEP-
3KUTeTa, NPOCTOpUje Kojuma je pacnonarano Ka-
netaH MuWnHoO 3pakbe nocTane Cy HefoBOSbHe
3a |KBannTeTHO ObaB/batbe CBUX HACTAaBHYIX
notpeba. HakoH npoluvperba, y 3rpagy cy, no-
ped Beh mocTojehnx, cMeluTeHa 1 TPY OfCEKa
TexHuuKor dakynTeta. HactaBa apxuteKType ce

1) | lyctaB Paw, CeeltiuoHuk uciioka, Mpar,
1873. (TekcT npesena Mapruta JaHkoBuh), 66.



OfiBUjana 1 y yHyTpalltbeM JBOPULLTY, FAe je, Y
nocebHOM, y Ty CBPXY HampaB/beHOM aTerbey,
CTyfieHTe nogyy4aBao apxutekta bpaHko TaHa-
3eBuh. JegHo Bpeme Ha 3rpagu ce Hanaswna u
eKCcneprIMeHTasHa aHTeHa 3a 6eXKMUHY Tenlerpa-
dujy, Koja je NocTaBbeHa MPema 3aMUCITN KOH-
cTpyKTOpa 1 npodecopa Hhopha CraHojesuha.
Mpatehn cynbuHy n 6ypHy nctopujy beo-
rpaga u Cpbuje, KanetaH MuwmnHO 3aakbe je y
BYILLIE HaBpaTa MPETPNeNno 3HaTHa olwTeherba.
Mpunukom 6ombapaoBatba beorpaaa 1862. ro-
[VIHe, [OK je 3rpaga 6una joww nog ckenama, Cp-
6uma je cnyxkuna kao yTBpherse, 360r yera je
TeWKo owTeheHa TYpPCKMM KypLuymrma. Tokom
CPNCKO-TypCKMX paToBa (1876-1878) cny»wmna
je y BojHe cBpXe, 10K je Hajseha owTehesa fo-
XwuBena y [pBOM CBETCKOM parTy, Kada je Benu-
K/ fieo NeBOr Kpuna 3rpaje nopylueH. Pagosu
Ha onpaBkama U forpahuBatby 06jeKTa BpLue-
HU cy y nepuogy n3mehy 1919. 1 1921. roguHe.
[lyro roavHa 3rpaja je, Kao npBa nanata
cpear0eBponckor Tvna y beorpapgy, 3agp-

. 1j po;vtar—t Msz;zeg Be/zurce Lm.cozze 1867
I. Groman, Appearance of the Great School 1867.

Xana enuTeT HajnenLier ¥ HajMOHyMeHTanHujer 3hamwa, Koje je
Mamuio nornefe cyrpabaHa, anu n CBETCKUX MyTHUKa U NyTo-
nucaua. Kao jeaaH of Haj3aHauyajHUjUX objeKaTa CPrCKe apXmTek-
Type 19. Beka, Koju nNpencTaB/ba BaKHO CBEAOYAHCTBO HEHOT
McTopujcKor pasBoja, KanetaH MuwmHo 3aame je mehy npsuma
CTaB/beHO MOA 3aLUTUTY KAo CMOMEHUK KynType Of U3y3eTHOr
3Hauaja 3a ApxaBy. Ypeabom o 3awTuTy 6eorpapckux cTaprHa u3

-

Q. Kaﬂuu, Beﬂuzca uu]auor upmeofc
B Kamc Gmnd market, drawing
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1935. roauHe 6una je npeaBrheHa 3allTuTa 3aakba, anu je npBu
npaBHW akT 1946. roguHe JOHeo YMETHUYKN My3ej Yy beorpagy,
Koju je nocne [ipyror cBETCKOI pata 06aB/bao NOCIOBE 3aTUTe
KyNTypHOr Hacneha. -

KaneraH Muwa AHactacujesuhi(1803-1885).6v0’je Benu-
K/ BO6pOTBOP Cpricke NMPOCBETe U Kyntype. MocebHy maxmwy 1

Heitian gacage | Detail of the facade -
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CpepacTBa ynarao je y pa3Boj LWKONCTBA, Mo-
Ma)kyhu LWTaMname Krbkra Ha CPrckoMm jesu-
Ky, Mehy. Kojuma 1 pagose Byka Kapalvha u
Matuje baHa. bro je ocHuBay u fobpoTtop
Beorpajicke UMTaoHULIE 1 HeH NPeACeHNK
MYHX TPUZECET feBeT rognHa.

Cxynimypa, AtionoH ca nupom
Sculpture, Apollo with Lira



Apxutekta JaH HeBone (1812-1903),
nopeknom Yex, nmao je y KHexesnHu Cpouju
GYHKUMjy FNaBHOM MHXerepa rpaheBUHCKOr
opeberba [oneunTesbCcTBa BHYTPEHUX Aena.
lMpojekToBao je 6pojHa 3patba y Cpbuju, gok
je y beorpagy yrnaBHoM rpaguo rpaheBuHe

¥

Cxyniaiiypa, Munepsa ca KoUmbeM U WAUTHOM

Sculpture, Minerva with spear and shield

BOjHe HameHe. Cpbujy je 4OXMB/baBAO Kao ApYry AOMOBUHY, LUTO Ce
BUAV 1 U3 TEXHbe Ja CBOje akaJeMCKO 3Harbe CTEYEHO Ha MPaLLKoj
TEXHUYKO] LIKONW 11 6eUKOj YMETHIYKO]j akafieMujui, 0bjednHN ca ene-
MeHTM1Ma CPricKe FpaguTerbcke Tpaguuyje. KanetaH MuwuvHo 3parbe
npefcTaB/ba HEroBo jeAMHO cavyBaHO ocTBapetbe y beorpagy.
bumeaHa Muwuh, uctuopuyap ymewiHocuu

Kabunein pexiniopa beoipagckol yHueep3uilieiia

Cabinet of rector of Belgrade’s University

|




Heiiarn eniepujepa
Interior detail
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Heiriare enttiepujepa
Interior detail

nympawrwe geopuwitie | Inner yard



15t category cultural property

ne of the most prestigious palaces of
Othe nineteenth century Belgrade Cap-

tain Misa’s Edifice at 1, Studentski Trg
Street has been built during the period 1857-
1863. In the time of its foundation the Edifice,
one of the most luxurious and highest buildings
of Belgrade represented, as a true constructional
and architectural masterpiece, the subject of
citizens’ admiration. Built beside the former ho-
tel “Imperial” it belonged to the group of pub-
lic buildings along the main Belgrade square
- Grand market. Construction of this building
in immediate vicinity to Knez Mihailova Street,
which was just in the process of regulation,
marks the turning point in architectural opinion
and construction manner present in Belgrade in
that moment. The architecture of the Edifice indi-
cates the transformation of Belgrade from Orien-
tal town to European capital with modern urban
structure and imposing buildings.

The Edifice got its popular name after its
endower, Captain Misa Anastasijevic, famous Bel-
grade salt merchant and a ship-owner. The title
“The Danube Captain” was given to Mr. Anastasi-
jevic, by Prince Milos Obrenovic, as a symbol of co-

CAPTAIN MISA'S EDIFICE

1, Studentski Trg Street

Inscription “Misa Anastasijevic to his fatherland”
written in large golden letters above the portal,
states that a Serbian patriot, who had got rich,

gave this palace to the state with educational purposes,
having it, also, fully equipped at his own expense.

G. Ras, Svetionik Istoka, Prag 1873.

operation and friendship. The Edifice was built according to design made
by Czech architect Jan Nevole, who was in the time of building the main
engineer of the Foreign Affairs Department. Construction works were
performed by engineer Josif Stajnlehner. Captain Misa’s original intention
was to have the Edifice built, for rulers supposed to be, his daughter Sara
and Djordje Karadjordjevic. However, the decision of returning Prince
Milos to the throne, brought by Saint Andrew’s Assembly in 1859, left all
hopes that Karadjordjevic dynasty would take over the power insubstan-
tial. Thus, the Edifice was already in time of its construction promised to
“the fatherland”for housing of cultural and educational institutions of the
Serbian Principality. Great School was situated in it immediately after con-
struction, following were Gymnasium, the Ministry of Education, Second-
ary school Realka, the National Library, the National Museum and others.
Furthermore the ceremonial hall of this palace used to be a stage for im-
portant historical events. In-1864 the Assembly had its session; Founders
meeting of the First Serbian engineer’s society was held in 1868. The first
exhibit of architectural records and copies of frescos from Serbian me-
dieval monasteries, organized by Mihailo Valtrovic and Dragutin Miluti-
novic, was displayed in its ceremonial hall in 1875.

Belgrade citizens called the Edifice “Venetian palace’, admiring the
affluence of decorative elements on facades, whose origin can be traced
to Byzantium, gothic and early renaissance architectural sources. Original-
ly, the building had a symmetrical base with two separate parts, separated
by entrance-vestibule in-the ground, and ceremonial hall on the second
floor. Romantic atmosphere of the fagade was achieved by contrast op-
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posing of golden-yellow flat spaces and window frames and details made
in terracotta. Symmetry of the building is accentuated by separation of
the facade in three parts and a middle part projection,-emphasized by
the cornice and a watchtower with somewhat lewerprojection. Windows
(bifore) designed according to half-circular segment Venetian arch stand
out in the central, most impressive part of the facade, separated by shal-
low half-pillars (lizenas), which are ending with turrets on the cornice.

Decorative repertoire of the facade comprises beside the blind ar-
cades frieze, decorative parapets in the highest zone and two free stand-
ing sculptures symmetrically placed on both sides of main| entrance in
the height of first floor. Thematic and symbolic meaning of sculptures
“Apollo with lira” and “Minerva with spear and shield” refer to artistic,
educational and scientific purpose intended for the building during its
construction. Sculptures and medallions with angel motifs above the
entrance are made by unknown artist! Peculiarity of-the plastic decora-
tion represents one of a few saved coat of arms of Serbian Principality,
placed in the medallion above the window on a:second floor, as well as
two side medallions, made in terracotta, with an inscription of the year
of construction ending. Abundance of details made in terracotta and
other industrial materials indicate the special wealth of the founder, as
in those times, such materials could have only been imported. Presum-
ably examples on the Captain Misa’s Edifice were made-in-Wien or Pest,
with whom Serbia was in closest cultural and artistic relations in-that
time. Stone parts of the facade, especially decorative consoles on bal-
conies, and arches which decorate the entrance have been made with
stone from Serbian territory.

Captain Misa's Edifice attracted attention of passers-by not only with
its beauty but also with its height. As the-highest-building in Belgrade,
almost until the beginning of the 20t century, it was used for placing the
watch tower, which “rises from 120 feet from the square and offers the
most beautiful view of Belgrade and its surrounding” . A guard would,
having the possibility to see almost complete panoramaof| former Bel-
grade in front, from glass square tower-pavilion, during whole day and
night warn firemen with a long trumpet| about fire breakout. This glass
watch tower was in use until the 1919, when-due-to-induction of phone
lines, signalling by trumpet became slow and overcome.

8

Final cubic volume, in a form of a closed
block with inner yard, the Edifice got most prob-
ably during the 1905, when Great School be-
came the Belgrade University. Due to increase
of educational requirements and program of
the \new “founded University available space
in- Captain Misa's Edifice became insufficient
for qualitative performance of all educational
needs, After enlarging, three departments of the
Technical faculty, besides the already existing
ones were situated in the building. Lectures of

IIposop . Window
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architecture have been organized in inner yard
as well, where in an atelier specially designed for
this purpose students were tought by an archi-
tect Branko Tanazevic. An experimental antenna
for wireless telegraphy set according to the idea
of constructor and Professor Djordje Stanojevic
was located there for a certain period of time.
Following the fate and turbulent history of
Belgrade and Serbia, Captain Misa’s Edifice suf-
fered significant damage on few occasions. Dur-
ing bombing of Belgrade in the year 1862, while

- H. Iuga,6pousanabucinag
M. Anaciuacujesulia

N. Glida, Bronze bust of
M. Anastasijevic

the building was still surrounded by scaffolding, it was used as a Ser-
bian fortification, when it was heavily damaged by Turkish leaded bul-
lets. Throughout the Serbian-Turkish wars (from 1876 until 1878) the
building served a military purpose, whereas, it endured the greatest
damage during the First World War when a great part of the left wing
was destroyed. Important reconstruction and repair works have been
performed during the period of 1919 to 1921.

For many years the Edifice retained, as the first medieval type of
palace in Belgrade, an epithet of the most beautiful and most monu-
mental construction, catching the sights of fellow citizens and world
travellers and travel-writers. As one of the most important objects' of
the Serbian 19™ century architecture, which represents significant tes-
timony of its historical development, Captain Misa’s Edifice, has been
put under protection as the 1t category cultural property. Protection
of the Edifice was planed by a Decree of protection of Belgrade's antics
from 1935, but the first legal act was brought in 1946 by the Belgrade
Museum of Culture, who was carrying out the activities of protection of
cultural heritage after the Second World War.

Captain Misa Anastasijevic (1803-1885) was a great benefactor
of Serbian education and culture. He invested special assets and atten-
tion in education development, helping the printing of books in Ser-
bian language, among others works of Vuk Karadzic and Matija Ban.
He was also a founder and benefactor of the Belgrade library and its
president for thirty-nine years.

Architect Jan Nevole (1812-1903), Czech by origin, was the main
construction engineer of Foreign affairs department. He designed nu-
merous constructions in Serbia, while his main occupation in Belgrade
was construction of military buildings. He thought of Serbia as his other
country, which can be seen from a tendency to unite his academic
knowledge, attained at Prague’s technical school and Art Academy in
Wien, with elements of Serbian building tradition. Captain Misa’s Edifice
presents his only preserved accomplishment in Belgrade.

Bilijana Misic, Art Historian

1) Gustav Ras, Svetionik istoka, Prag 1873, (text translated by
Margita Jankovic), 66.
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